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As we know, according to pragmatism everything is 

relational and the whole human life is a dialogue. 

Already the classical pragmatists shared these features 

of the philosophical movement. John Dewey (1859-1952) 

was one of the main figures of traditional pragmatism, 

along with Charles Sanders Peirce and William James, 

and his lifelong efforts made pragmatism a well-known 

philosophy.  

 

Richard Rorty (1931-2007) was one of the most 

prominent philosophers in the world at the end of the 

20th century, and his work served to renew pragmatism. 

Due to the immigrant Europeans, mostly analytic 

philosophers and logical positivists, the traditional 

version of American pragmatism became part of the 

history of philosophy during the 1930s and 1940s, and 

Rorty’s neo-pragmatism has stirred much interest in 

contemporary developments, but it has also brought 

renewed attention to John Dewey and classical American 

philosophy. He frequently emphasized that he regarded 

John Dewey as his philosophical hero, and much of the 

secondary literature has tried to show first of all their 

common features as well as their differences. 

 

Therefore, pragmatism was born twice, but it has never 

been a canonized philosophical movement. Nowadays, 

when we live in political, economic and ecological crises 

and our human world stands on the threshold of a new 

era, because we cannot stop globalization, we need 

dialogue more than ever. We need dialogue not only in 

politics, economics, ecology, but in every field. We need 

dialogue especially within pragmatism. We have to show 

the common and relevant features of this wide 

philosophical movement, in order to help us to achieve 

the best local and global ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need dialogue even in culture and philosophy, 

especially in the fields of religion and democracy. From 

William James to Sami Pihlström, several examples show 

us that religion can help us to improve our life in 

harmony with a strong pragmatist attitude. The first part 

of this issue shows us some of the different approaches 

of religion within pragmatism. The second part speaks 

about some interpretational possibilities of democracy in 

this philosophical movement. It is beyond question that 

democracy is the main social purpose for most of the 

pragmatists. Nevertheless, there are two main types of 

its interpretation: the Deweyan deliberative and the 

Rortyan competitive comprehension of democracy. Our 

beloved readers can find both kinds of democracy’s 

interpretation in this issue of Pragmatism Today. The 

third part is a miscellany, but a very valuable collection 

of two excellent papers and two interesting book 

reviews. 

 

In recent years the CEPF meetings and a growing number 

of other regular conferences throughout Europe (look at 

the web site of the European Pragmatism Association: 

http://europeanpragmatism.org/) and other continents 

have helped to invigorate the study of pragmatism and 

have enabled a cross-fertilization among European, 

Asian, South-American and North-American 

philosophers. Pragmatist philosophers have very diverse 

views and approaches of different topics, but they agree 

in some basic features of pragmatism. Beside 

relationalism, naturalism, meliorism and dialogue they 

accept the view that everything is a tool. For pragmatists 

even philosophy is a tool, but a cherished tool to be 

employed in an intelligent reconstruction of all aspects 

of human experience and practice. The global purpose of 

this philosophy is to provide inspiration to develop and 

integrate our efforts in and through creative intelligence. 


