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INTRODUCTIONPRAGMATISM SUBALTERNKNOWLEDGES
ANDQRITIQUE

Justo Serrano Zamora
] dz0 2 YNNJ 5dzy | 2

In the last decades therhas been a rising awareness of
the political limits of traditional epistemology. Feminist,
racetheorists, and postcolonial approaches have poin
ed that a malecentered and Eurocentric understanding
of knowledge has contributed to invalidate many forms
of valuable knowledge, contributing to global epistem
cide (Sousa Santos 2014) and oppression. They have also
aimed at developing alternative epistemologiesi.e.,
alternative understandings of valuable knowledge and of
the practices leading to i that can be put at the service
of the struggles of the oppressed. The role of pragm
tism in the pursue of alternative epistemologies has
been only partially explored. Certainly, there exists a
large literature on pragmatist feminist epistemologfes.
Apart from pitting in dialogue feminist and pragmatist
developments, pragmatist feminists also revindicate the
value of figures like Jane Addams or Mary Parker Follet,
pointing to another genealogy of pragmatism tha-r
lates more directly to struggles of the oppressdgb-
garding postolonial epistemologies, and more concrete
ly, the Epistemologies of the South, the connections
between those projects and pragmatism haven been less
well-studied, though they are not less obviotis.

The aim of this special issue is to tione establish
ing connections, continuities, but also to identify ten
sions between pragmatism, feminism, and ABaracen
tric Epistemologies. Hence, none of the three represent
monolithic epistemological traditions but are internally
diverse. To this xent, the issue also conbutes to
exploiing the potential of different versions of epistem
logical pragmatism for projects of social emancipation.

We have divided the present special issue in two parts.

In the first part, we include papers inquiriadpout how a

! See, for exampl Seigfried 1996, Whipps 2019, Sullivan 2001,
McKenna 2001, and Fischer 2021.

hyS SEOSLIIAZ2Y A& W2A2
Santos and Paulo Freire have also pointed to pragmatism as an
inspiration for their own epistemological projectsde Arriscado
bdzySaQ O2y iNAROGdziAz2y Ay GKAA

I NN& & Of

pragmatist epistemology can contribute to and enter in
dialogue with the literature on the epistemologies of the
oppressed. Emmanuel Renaults text aims at showing the
LRGSyidAalt 2F 5S84S2Qa I LILNRI OK
the epistemic activies of oppressed groups. He argues

that we can offer a Deweyan view on the epistemio-e

powerment of the oppressed, by which they reach better

1y26t SR3IS (KIFG oKIFG GKS& I £ NBI R
Arriscado Nunes provides a general discussion about the
convergence between the literature on the Epistemologies

of the South and the s®F € t SR daAYyadNNBOGA2YI
Pragmatism. He argues that this convergence can be

GN} 01 SR (GKNRdzAK {(KS NBOSLIWiAzyYy
particularly hisPedagogy of the Oppssed Nuria Sara
Miras Boronat departs from the traditional matlemi
nated genealogy of pragmatism and draws on the figure of
Wy $§ { KS SELX 2NBa

the Hull House was epistemically productive, giving rise to

I RRIFYao

new practices andnethods of knowledge production that
are particularly interesting for the project of a pragmatist
epistemology of the oppressed. Finally, Filipe Campelo
makes a contribution to the debate about the epistemol
gies of the oppressed, focusing the questiomatwhat it
means for critical theorists to share the experiences of
injustice of the oppressed. He argues, in a move that
comes close to pragmatism, that affects need to play a
stronger role in the relation between the narratives of the
oppressed and théheories of critical thinkers.

The texts of the second part of this issue are less f
cused on the epistemologies of the oppressed bui-pr
vide original views on pragmatism, exploring the peten
tials to decentralize its Western origin. In his paper,
Alexande Kremer dwells into the defense of Shuste
YIyQa LINR2SOil 2F az2yvyrSaikSiardao
tism in general, and somaesthetics in particular, can

contribute to a better understanding of human emanc

LI dAz2y GKFEG KFEa YStEA2ZNRAY +Fd A
SELX 2NB& Wdz2NF 2 YdzNNB1Q&a FyR L
SYGANRYYSYyGEf LINF3IYIFIGAaYyed {0FKS

thors have provided valuable contributions to enviro

Rentyiskyebates focasing aryai aritigue ok the pripcipéel

of biocentric egalitarianism and the empdia on dem-

AdadsSoo
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cratic and human rights aspects of environmental deva McKenna, Erin. 2001. The Task of Utopia: A Pragmatist
and Feminist Perspective. Lanham, MA: Rowman
and Littlefield Publishers.
28§ I NB | f&a2 KIFLLERE (2 AyOf desenfedyS®phi@@lg Denberacy ahdSTRutht ANShdrty é
2y 5565804 GKS2NE 2F SRdOFGAzy DR Rhilapelplia overglty of Renpsyvania, ¢
Arendt and Richard Rorty, as well as two reviews, one on  Seigfried, Charlene Haddock. 1996. Pragmatism and
¢ dzf A2 centhak drfisice addthe Uses of History Feminisfm: Reweaviqg the Social Fabric. Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press.
08 LINPFS&E&2NI Ay OSy il / 2f | LA Sous® Santbsy R (20155 Epstyigis N theh South: wSy' T A Qa
Justice Against Epistemicide. (2015). Abingdon
and New York: Routledge.
Sy Qa |/ K2 A Oy Jugt@ Serraiic®Zanvoya2 & Sullivan, Shannon. 2001. Living Across and Through Skins:
Transactional Bodies, Pragmatism and Fésmin
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.
References Whipps, Judyd nmpd a5S5S6Sex | RRF YA FyR
ing: Pragmatist Feminist Innovation and Design
Thinking: Pragmatist Feminist Innovation for

tation.

An Ethic of Innocence: Pragmatism, Modernity, andri#/o

CAAO0OKSNE al NAf &y ds Ewolutiodady WI yS SISRRIONWEGAO / Kl yISé dw-hEF2NR |
¢CKS2NATAY3AY [/ 2yaiaNHzOGAYy 3 W56, YSe@hFednre (dy. FOxfdrd2 @xfold fUnive
9GKAQ&AQd / KAOIFIA2Y ! yADBSNAEA G 8ity Prdss, BMB340 32 t NBaa
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BPISTEMOLOGY @OCIALCRITIQUE AND THE KNDEDGE
EXPERIENCA DEWEYAMCCOUNT
Emmanuel Renault

Paris Nanterre University
e.renault@parisnanterre.fr

ABSTRACTn the current literature on alternative epi
temologies, one aa question two problematic assyma
tions: firstly, oppressed groups generally have at disposal
the knowledge that is needed for their practices of social
critique; and secondly, the epistemic problems they need
to confront are not properly cognitional, theyoncern
rather the task of making sense of their own problematic
experience. Now, for many struggles, the epistemid-cha
lenge is to produce better knowledge about the nature
and causes of problematic situations as well as the means
to resolve them. In thipaper, | argue that a Deweyan
account of knowledge can contribute to a better umnde
standing of this challenge. Firstly, | explore Dewep's a
proach to the "knowledge experience" and analyze the
various roles it can play in social critique. Secondly, |
argwe that oppressed groups sometimes need better
knowledge than what they already have, and the r
quires specific type of epistemic empowerment.

Keywords:Alternative epistemologies, John Dewey, social
critique, knowledge experience, epistemic empowerment.

Feminist theories and critical race studies, as well as
20KSNJ adNI yRa 27 o+ vy
Y2f23AS5a¢ 0F2NI Ay adongldhéo L2

ries), have provided groundbreaking insights on the

gKI G

cognitive conditions and effestof domination and injs+
tice, as well as on the cognitive conditions and effects of
the struggles against structural domination and injustice.
In the methodological framework of a social episteniol
gy, M. Fricker (2007) and J. Medina (2013), amoihg ot
ers, have tried to systematize the epistemological
implications, as well as the implication for the theory of
justice and democracy of these epistemologies. The
motivation of these theoretical projects is clearly to
politicize epistemology from the point of wieof social
critique. But social critique as such has not yet been
subjected to a systematic scrutiny. What are the degn
tive activities at play in social critique and what are their
specific epistemic functions? The purpose of this article
is to addresshese issues from a Deweyan perspective.
Since Dewey has indeed not intended to elaborate an
epistemology of social critique, a preliminargrifycation

is required about what | mean here by Deweyan pecspe

20888y RSFMY PR f4EgdaAKIE 1 a

tive. | assume that this perspective is spedifigy its
processual orientation, its analysis of epistemological
issues in terms of activities, its instrumentalism, and its
focus on issues related to the experience of knowledge.
The first assumption is not controversial at all sincevDe
ey, as well as Bice, is usually considered as a process
philosopher (Debrock, 2003). According to his account of
daz2O0Alf NBIEGAUNY i Chingor insafice,
social critique is motivated by experiences of injustices or
domination, and the dynamics of socialiticism that
derive from them must be analyzed in sequential terms
(Dewey, 1973, 781). One trademark of the Deweyan

approach to social movements is probably to highlight

GKFG az20Aatt Y20SYSyiGa LINRBGARS Af
Ade 2F OGa2VyROWNEI &K Smidgll Od A O
GADBS LINRBRAzOGADAGREE 2T LINROfSYL

(Renault, 2018). Such creativity or productivity is clearly
processualThe second assumption is not more cantr
GSNEALFE® ¢KS FFHOG GKIG 5S56S@8Qa
y2e GSNYSR aO23yAdaAigsS O
FYGAOALI 6Sa a2YS @SNERA2YyAa 2F (K
LINKRy 8% FHPAERYPHRRE SLKLYEZ v

Ayl dz

what A &

logical theory as an analysis of tharious activitiesn-

volved in the process leading from a problematic aitu

tion to a warranted assertion. Another distinctive charac

teristic of his epistemology is indeed its instrumentalism.

All this has implication for his account of social critique

foNJ 6 KS O2y 0S Lli PBIE and itsIodlem© £ = Ay
FYR GKS 02y O0SLIi &dic. ATag®di | £ Ay d:
Inquiry, provide processual accounts of the series of

cognitive activities involved social critique conceived as

an instrument for solvig social problems. The lass-a
AdzYLIWGA2Y NBFSNBR (2 Fy2G0KSNJ RAAC
epistemology that has been less often analyzed (Renault,
HAamMpUY Al O2yOSNya GKS i-iKS2NE 2
SyO0S¢d LyadadSrR 2F 02y OSA@GAy3a 1)
activty of pooling information (as in cognitive sciences

and some strands of social epistemolbgyor as the

'ahdzNJ 02y OSLIE 2F (y26f SR3IS Aa OF LI d:
good informant, because (as the State of Nature story shows)
essetrially what it is to be a knower is to participate in the shar
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distinctive propriety of representations or beliefs that are
true and justified (as in contemporary analytical epist
mology and in some strands of femst epistemolog@,
Dewey analyses knowledge as a particular type of éxper
ence produced by a doubt that results in a process
termed inquiry. In other words, he gives an experiential
and processual meaning to the concept of knowledge.
Such a Deweyan epésnology of social critique can
overcome two of the main shortcomings of the comte
porary approaches to social critique. Contemporary
political philosophy implicitly reduces the cognitive aietiv
ties at play in social critique either to descriptive actgti
06KSY a20Alt ONRGALdzS Aa
(Honneth, 2000 ; Kompridis, 2006) , or to interpretative
FOGADGAGASE 66KSY
ySdziaA O ONRGAI dzS¢
1993; Honneth, 2018)or to justificatory activities (in
constructivist and deliberative model of social critique)
OC2NRGI HnanmMmM0O® 5S5SeQa
since the very idea of inquiry encompass and intarco
nects a wider range of cognitive activiti€Since lhave
dealt with this issue elsewhere (Renault, 2021), | will
focus on a second shortcoming that relates to a tee r
stricted view of the epistemic problems that can be met
in the process of social critique, and of the epistemic
functions of the cognitive divities that are intended to
find solution to these problems. In alternative epistemo
ogies, there is a tendency to consider that oppressed
IANRdzZLJa aK2dzZ RyQi O2yaiRSNI

ic, although it is socially disqualified. As a result, tech

to produce a better knowledge is not seriously taken into

account in their accounts of the process of social critique.
These epistemologies focus mainly on the attempts made
by the oppressed in order to find appropriate ways of

making sense of what igrong in the problematic expéer

ence they are enduring, as well as on their attempts to

ing of informt GA2y¢ OCNAOYSNE wnnts
a{drdsS 2F bl GdzNB¢ NBTFTSNE KSNB
2 See for instance Haslanger (1999) who analyses the @nplic
tion of feminist epistemology for this type of definition of truth
and who suggest that this discussiooncerns more broadly the
implication of other alternative epistemologies.

GKSANI 1y26t SRS

when the best solution is gut iné)tacti,(;e in such a way
Jb mMmnpu®d ¢KS 2y OSLJu 27T
{tlRat duNéxpefiece vehses tode problematic, the doubt

Emmanuel Renault

struggle against the delegitimization of their knowledge
and claims. To find solution to these problems, what
would be at stake for the oppressed would not be to
produce better knowledge but to struggle against the
delegitimization of their own knowledge, as well as to
produce models of interpretation of the specific wrongs
of their problematic experience, and new models of
articulation and justification of their claim @dina, 2013;
Serrano Zamora, 2019). Indeed, the significance of these
problems and of the attempts to overcome them is not
disputable, but it is simply a fact that in many social

movements, the knowledge available is experienced as a

(i K ghudetlefn fandHBt attedpts dréiadedt oftlér fo Yradudd N G A Ij dzS

fSaa LINRBoOotSYIGAO 1y2e6ftSRISO Ly

42 O0A fe- ONM BRIPES SELISHAVBYDSHE S R 22vFS (A dYy SAK ABEM &
2 NJ & NB 02 y prachicesdiishci@l®ritigleNA G A |j dzS é 0

621t1 SNZ
To put it provocatively, from a Deweyan point of

view, it seems that in their acoot of social critique, al

LKAt il B QK &S LBRIVA RS ¥ 2 f 2 DRINNBIOHNA BSQ (

the epistemological problerpar excellencenamely the

problem of knowledge. In order to suggest that there is a
distinctive Deweyan way of taking it seriously, | willtfirs
RSAONAROS 5S¢SeQa | LILINRI OK

i K

02
and analyze the various roles it can play in social cr
tique. In a second step, | will criticize the assumptions

that lead alternative epistemologies and contemporary
epistemologies inspired by theno tunderstate the g-
nificance of this experience.

da LINROfSY!

Knowledge experience and epistemic empowerment

According to Dewey, the notion of knowledge denotes in
the first place a specific experience: the experience of a
doubt produced by a problematic situatidhat results
in an inquiry about the nature of the problematic stu
tion, about its causes and the best means at disposal to

solve the problem. When the inquiry is successful, that is

is settled and something is known. The knowledgeeexp

rience has come to its end.
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Emmanuel Renault

This theory of the knowledge experience is elaborated
in the Studies in Logical Theaaynd deepened in a series
of articles publish ithe years 1908.906°, where Dewey
distinguishes three types of experiences: the +on
cognitive experience, the cognitive experience, and the
cognitional experience. In most of our ordinary intera
tions with the environment, our experience remains pre
cogntive. Interactions are regulated by habits, that is by
embodied knowhows that operate at the level of tacit
knowledge, beyond the threshold of conscious exper
ence. When our habits are no longer able to regulate
these interactions, that is when experiendeecomes
problematic, it crosses this threshold: sensations emerge
in our field of consciousness that indicate that a problem
Ydzzid o06S &2f gSR® 9ELISNASYyOS
a difficulty occurs that can no longer be solved by our tacit
knowledge, btionly by a conscious scrutiny of the pro
lem. The solution can be found directly: a simple attention
to the problem is often enough to understand the nature
of the practical obstacle indicated by a sensation, and to
find a solution. No inquiry into the tare of the problen-
atic situation, the causes of the problem and the means at
disposal is then required. The experience has become
G023y AlABSe pAGK2dzi KI @Ay 3
other cases, attention to the problematic situation results
in a dowbt that cannot be settled but by such an inquiry.
¢KS 4023y AiAPBSE SELISNASYyOS
GKS F2N¥Y 27F |

A clarifying illustration of such a transformation of
the non-cognitive experience into a cognitive expeigen
that does not result in a cognitional experience i®-pr
vided in chapter four ofReconstruction in Philosophy
Analyzing the experience of writing with a pencil, Dewey
LRAyda 2dzi 0 AlG dzadz ff @

KI
O2y a0OA2dza S E eISoNIwDYsQdkiNg natesK S

has no sensations of the pressure of his pencil on the
LI LISNJ 2NJ 2y KA& KFYR t2y3

If the pencipoint gets broken or too blunt and the habit

I a I a
of writing does not operate smoothly, there is anco

sciots shock: the felling of something the matter, sem

thing gone wrong. The emotional change operates as a
A0AYdz da G2 |

Ay

131). Then, the solution is immediately found; no inquiry

A& NBIjdzA NEBRY @hy &rpehitoiitake I & KA &

FYy2G0KSNI LISyOAf TF2N¥Y KAa LRO1SH
experience has become cognitive, but the cognitive

SELISNASYOS KlayQid SR G2 |

soon takes again its nerognitive form.

1ly2o

Indeed, other cognitive experiences ledinquiries,

&t GaoYeBgnitiodaDex @ yecish @ Knbwledlge @ipetzd S
ences, and therefore it is tempting to think of the main
elements of the cognitive experiences, namely sens
tions, as the true elements and the true basis of knowl
edge, as in the senslist school. But such a conception

is wrong because sensation and knowledge belong to
G2 RAFTFSNBY(G LIKIFaSay any{ Syal Az
knowledge, good or bad, superior or inferior, imperfect

or complete. They are rather provocations, incitements,
Ehalénges © S0 acy'@ inquity 2v8h/id b Aefmjhhté e
1y26f SRIS® ¢KS& ©XB6 | NB y2

Sensation is thus, as the sensationalist claimed, the

Ly

61 8

ob8ginging Eknodvieddyd Wuk dnly thythie Behsk thatiihe G | 1 S a
al1y26t SRIS S E LeSpRdergtiGldek ©f change is the neeegstimulus to

the investigation and comparing which eventuallyopr
RdzOS (y26t SR3ISE
5858 Qa I LILINEI OK

MHY MoMU ®
2F lyz2eéft SR3S

processual, instrumental and fallibilist. It is experiential

6az2

since it claims that the notion of knowledgshould be
Retl BrilyytQdenot® M sitdatiofl When kilcvRdgetiK 2 f R

domes a problem to solve, that is, when we experience

27T

that we do not know what is going on so that we must

become inquirers in order to produce the knedfe of

PGt KS 9ELISNAYSYyllf ¢KS2NE2N2TF Y 5f SRIS¢ daz2 oY I

GCKS t2alddflGs 2F LYYSRAGTS 9&ﬁﬁ&ﬂ@p£99mﬁ@“mgwﬁﬁ%%”““mw
GLYYSRAFGS O9YLANMOMBYEE 4¢&S oYV2me@BRIG2 215K 27T -aopnfiedebeB RISe |
Experien§ YR AlGa wStliAyaRELIAKEK&a2 oY MTM

Yy26t SRIS 9ELISNA S yIBS. For ananaydis 6 a 20 To2yNImky a il yOS
GKSANI O2y (iNRodziAzy

2F (KS&AS IINIAOESa |yR
the knowledge experience, see Renault (2015).

27T
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&1 y-B# d)fas to speak of the cqmnents of the
cognitive but not cognitional experience (for instance
sens@l A2y a0 | a asSyadzdz
of knowledge is also processual since the very notion of
1y2¢f SRIS R2SayQit RSy2dS
cess of inquiry, or the experience &howing and its
possible successful result, namely the exgece that
something isknowno 2 NJ 6 023y AT SRE 0 @
of the traditional conception of knowledge as a represe
tation, or a belief, or a proposition, having its truth in
itself, independently of the inquiries that have produced
the belief in heir truth. As Dewey point out ihogic. A
Theory of Inquity d ¢ KIF G gKAOK
inquiry is, by definition, knowledge; it is knowledge-b

causeiisi KS | LILINRLINA LI S Ot 248

Emmanuel Renault

first one is that it provides a convincing argument to

support the claim that the concept of knowledge can

1y 26t Sdemi combti8ng &ldeQhan the2cifith Soldpisteinif a

thority thatisassok I 1S 6AGK aSydSyodSa a&adz0

Iy rithan 1ha powier Nfatiors Kithay/ credtd& & hidrdMdhy

between the epistemic value of the body of the beliefs

of the privileged groups (beliefs socially recognized as

| Skyidwdge) bykc@htradl With iih izkets 16 the oppreds

groups. It is simply a fact that the social relations of
domination result in inequalities in the distribution of
SLAEGSYAO Fdzik2NRGe |yR SLAaAGSY.
AyedaiAaoSéo LG Aa KIENRf& RAALIz

&1 G A & Tiush Beastidedtedl todrisl Nitidug/ bl $idt what is at

stake for the oppressed groups is notably to be gco

2 Thized yitisideh adBvelidas ouslile af LgiaidA ds (kro@es

view is wrong, according to whichknbv6 R3S A & & & duhdidg eépiStémic authority and whose beliefs are khow

to have a meaning of its own apart from connection with
YR NBFSNByOS
tion of knowkdge is also instrumental since what counts
atknoWSR3IS> ¢gKSy GKS LINROSaa

terminatS&dé > A& | YStya

(RcaglaSsBe Qa chiySs Onp y2al ot e

edges. These dimensions of the epistemology of social

65 | NI AOdZ I G &
OSLiia 2F3yH4aRSB™E: [ yR 2F aAy&d
2Fd) §aBRTARGAVEFEDRASANATE F2NI A

T2 N LINI Grblys@lof racism famiskx@al’ opfiréssion (2009)R But
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denote any permanent value of some beliefs, but only the
fact that particular beliefs have been successfully fixed in
particular inquiry processedNow, further problematic
experiences and further inquiries can cast doubts of these
beliefs, depriving them of the distinctive characteristic of
knowledge in its Deweyan sense, namely the fact that
they have settled a doubt.

Such a Deweyan conception ofdwledge has a to-

fold interest for an epistemology of social critique. The

* The chapter 7 ofogic. A theory dhquiry contends that there is
no other knowledge than propositional knowledge, andHisman
Nature and ConductDewey points out that the practical skills
SY6o2RASR AYy KIlIoAGa
Ol dzaS GKSe& | NB v 2 inaylinderds heSad3S
know how by means of our habits. And a sensiblariation of

the practical function of knowledge has led men to identify all
acquired practical skill, or even the instinct of animals, with
knowledge. We walk and read aloud, wet off and on street
cars, we dress and undress, and do a thousand useful acts without
thinking of them. We know something, naipehow to do them.
OX8 .dzi FFOGSNIFEfZ GKAZ
securing prompt and exact adjustmetat the environment is not
1y26ft SR3ISE SEOSLII o0& O2dNISaes

A K2KA RYQiG0 %S
I Gprdblematic &ocial experience to articulation of social

2F SLIAAGSYAO LINRofSyaxXbadzOK | &
fSvya G(KIFG tSIR (2 al1yz2efSR3IS SE
¢tKS a4S02yR AyGSNBadG 2ef 55558 Q:

cisely that it offers appropriate means to analyze the
effects produced by these cognitional prebis on the
practices of social criticism, as well as to study the role
that the cognitive activities intended to solve these
problems can play in such practices. This epistemology
makes it possible to draw attention to various types of
experiences where lowledge becomes a problem to
solve within the process of social critique. It is notewo
thy that three types of cognitional problems can make
pbstF?%Iey tgﬁt%eRCOQé‘ilt_ng d)&nIany%séthat can lead from
critique. | will now distinguish them and provide illustr
tions with reference to the cognitional difficulties that

had to be overcome before that the criticism of suffering

LINI O A Gt workshag pecame agvorkable gqrrg pfgsocial gritiane, 3 gk v O

g?gr;aultl\,/I %0\](73}\,, %O%%azb Firsttiae problematic exper
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ence can appear too particular and not universal
enough, or not significant enough, to belong to the
realm of social critique. For instance, suffering at work
had to be proved widespread enough, and serious
enough, to become a subjematter of social critique.
Secondly, the nature of the causes of the problematic
situation can be so unclear that it is impossible to decide
whether this problematic situation has social causes that
could be transformed. Now, the social critique of alpro
lematic situation loses its function if it is not grounded
on a belief in the possibility of a transformation of the
causes of this problematic situation. For instance, suffe
ing at work cannot become a subject matter of social
critique has long has it sens that its causes are psyzh
logical rather than social, or that this suffering is a side
effect of the best economical organization, it social
causes having thus some kind of necessity. Thirdly, even
if the doubt concerning such transformation is settled
the social critique of this situation will also lose itsdun
tion if it remains doubtful that some means at disposal
are able to modify the social factors of the problematic
situation in such a way that it could become lesshpro
lematic and more satisfaoty. For instance, the critique
of suffering at work will seem pointless if it the levers for
the transformation of the work conditions are lacking, so
that the only option is adaptation to this suffering.

The first cognitional problem concerns the natwoe
the problematic situation, the second its causes, and the
third the means at disposal. They correspond to each of

the three types of problematic situations that can lead to

Fy AYyljdZANE | O02NRAYy3 (2 OKI

of a Complete Act of T2 dz3 KHbé wehthyihk (MW 6:
234-236). Each of these problems can lead to specific
inquiries, which can be successful or not. Now, they need
to be somehow successful for a problematic socialeexp
rience to result in social critique. An indeed, individual
and groups experiencing problematic social experiences
and confronted to these cognitional problems are not
necessarily able to find appropriate solution. In other
words, the cognitional problems can become cognitional

obstacle to social critique. Suchgnitional obstacles play

a crucial role inThe Public and its Probleméien Dewey
FyrteasSa GKS aSO0tAaLas 27
points out that a public necessarily remains inchoative if
it is constituted only by the collection of those who exp
rience a social situation as problematic. He underlines

that a public has to identify the nature and causes of the

LINRPOfSY Al SELSNARSYyOSa Ay 2NRSN
GKS aiGNHzOGdzNB 2F (GKS a3aINBL

get a knowledge of thgenerality of the problems exp
rienced and of their causes: in such a society, there is no
direct experience of the causes of the structural problems
and no direct communication between all those who are
affected by these problems. Unable to elaborate by
themselves fruitful inquiries about the nature and the
causes of the problematic situation they experience, the
individuals and groups concerned are not able to unite
Ayildz | aLldzotAOer GKEFEG A&
critique. In the context ofthe great society, the only
solution would be provided by the social sciences, just as
critical psychology and sociology of work has helped
workers to become aware of the widespread nature of
suffering at work, of its seriousness, and of the possibility
of a transformation of its social factors. This is the reason
why Dewey also explains that the disorientation of the
contemporary publics is due to a lack of development
FYR LRLJzAFNATFGAZY 2F (GKS
suggest indeed that oppressed gpsualways depend on
social sciences for their emancipation. He only takes
seriously the empirical evidence that individuals and

groups are not always skilled enough to find bynhe

Ealv& NsbIREBD ® (thE Rogriitidnal dpoliedns theylafed a A a

confronted to in theirpractical and cognitive efforts to
make the world better. When they are not cognitively

skilled enough, social sciences can provide useful intelle

Gdzl £ G22fad ¢KS Lidz2N1LRasS 27

precisely to supplement social sciences in the pmiidun
of such intellectual tools (Renault, 2017b).

These arguments elaborated ifhe Public and its
Problemdmply notably that it is necessary to distinguish
between two types of knowledge experience: in the first

one, the cognitional problem can be setlbecause in
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quirers have the required cognitive tools at their dispo
al; in the second case, what is required is the apprepria
tion of new cognitive tools: the process of knowing be

comes a process of epistemic empowerment.

Do oppressed groups need et knowledge?

585SeQa GSNXAy2fz23e Aded2?
diate use in social epistemological contemporary- d
bates. In these debates, the notion of knowledge often
denotes the beliefs that are available in order describe,
analyze and explaimternal and external phenomena. It

is in sense that different types of bodies of knowledge
can be attributed to various social groups, and that
hierarchies of epistemic value can be described that are
rooted in social relations of domination between tlees
groups. As already noted, it is in this sense that Foucault
O2Ay SR (KS-1¥égm¥SRESe SNIKI
concept of knowledge in the descriptive sense of bodies
of beliefs having social validity rather than in the narm
tive sense of body of truand justified knowledgés
Since these sets of beliefs can operate at the precogn
tive level (as embodied in habits), or at the cognitive
level (when it suffices to focus on a problem to find a
solution), Dewey would refuse to denote them by the
GSNY 6d BRAS:E S@OHSYy AF YvYzal
fixation of belief that occurred at the cognitional level in
LI &4 AYyljdANRSad . dzi
simply terminological, and since he himself pointed out
ay 2
f SIAGAYLI

0K G

S dzasS 2F GKS
makes sense to try and articulate his substantial point in
the less idiosyncratic terminology that enables to speak
2F GKS 02RASa 27 o0SftASTFa

SRIEYyd ikKrAa fSaa

point can be stated as follows: the knowledge exper

® These clarifications are required notably because in English,
the notion of knowledge is more ambiguous than in French an
other Latin languages, where a distinction is made between
dqy26tSR3ISE A dal 2 ANE
G0 IyR aO2yylAraalyOoSté
Y2NXI GABS
2F aO02yyYRADR2ANDS

60K G

02NJ I &

Emmanuel Renault

ence is an experience of the need for better knowledge
of the nature and causes of a problematic situation, and
of the means available for transforming shiituation
into a more satisfactory one. | have already mentioned
that Dewey seemed to consider that the knowledge
experience plays a decisive role in some practices of

social critique, and with the example of the controve

4R BoRckraing QutkrifighaOwqrl grovide8 coBtdmp-A Y'Y

rary illustration of this role. But in contemporary social
epistemological discussions about epistemic injustice
and epistemic resistance, such an experience is usually
not considered. Is it because it never plays a role in the
practices of social critique of the oppressed (Dewey
would be wrong or this point)? Or is the knowledge ex
perience rather a blind spot of these discussions (and
Dewey would help shedding light on it)?
Contemporary alternative epistemologies, as well as
NsBdialepis§mologies ddwin§ on them, seem to share
the two following assumptions: firstly, oppressed groups
always have at disposal the knowledge that is needed for
their practices of social critique; secondly, the epistemic
problems they are confronted withra not of a cogn
tional type but rather relate to the necessity of finding
0SGGSNI 6lea 2F avYl(Ay3
experience, and of struggling against the lack of ilegit
AiBcy of Bdrknowdtige daid (clairfsNIheyDeweyas-epi

temology of sociatritique that have been sketched in

thing problematic in these two assumptions. In order to

2y S KIlay (d€S aNGiéd Ko Hetdde WidiESdiSis the case or not, a critical examin
G SNI &op ¢f BathfolSHese Gssumptiarts is requived.MH n 0 X A G

The frst one has both empirical et critical justdic

tion. The empirical reason why it seems legitimate to

critique is that it seems that they haveletter knowt
edge of the domination and injustice they experience
than any other social group. The superiority of this

knowledge results from the fact that their past exper
aSi 2F oSt ASTa Ay 3

AR ¢ 00k oQWﬂ%ﬁQ@Wﬁ@”@@'m%WEW@@#ﬁtWWt%K
dSy&asoo CImidA NE ALIBRAEAE FrathiVe PPANR stock of knowledge of
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the specificities of the domination and injustice they

suffer. What is at stake is to become confident in this
knowledge, and to share it among the group and the

participants in practices of social critique, rather than to

produce beter knowledge. Conversely, those who are

benefiting from injustice and domination, and whose

knowledge is socially recognized as more legitimate, are
actually suffering from a type of ignorance resulting from

a belief in the universality of their conditicand a denial

of the damaging consequences of their privileges; hence
iKS a6KAGS A3y2Nl yOSes
Ofthaa A3Iy2NryO0S¢é I yR
Sullivan, 2006; Bernasconi, 2007; Medina, 2013,- 103

&

109). Therefore, what at stake is to help the oppressed
becoming aware that their socially delegitimized knowl
edge is a better knowledge than the legitimate knewl
SR3IS 2F GKS
'y AGAYAdINNBOGAZY

the critical justification of the refusal to focus on the

2T GKS
cognitive limitation of the oppressed. To highlight this
point would run the risk to giving confirmation to the
prejudice that their knowledge is suffering from epist
mological deficits by comparisowith more legitimate
02RASa 2F (y2¢tSR3ISd | &y OS
O2yOSLIiAzy 27
the cognitive capacities of the oppressed. Drawing on Du
.2AaQa O2yOSLii 27

G i KS cta did d&ome most epistemically harmed

SNDa

and hermeneutically disadvantaged in their ability to
make sense of their social experiences of racialization
were in fact those who benefit the most from heem
ySdziAOKt 2064l Of S4¢ 06 Hskimo X
to highlight the epistemological deficits of the legitimate
bodies of knowledge and to highlight the specific liegit
macy of the knowledge of the oppressed. As noted by
Santos (2008, L; 2016, 196), in order to work toward
these goals, a pragmatist caxtualist argument can be
used: the validity of knowledge is always dependent on
the context where it help finding solutions to probletna

ic experiences, and it is mere ideological illusion when

the ruling class, or other socially privileged groups, claim

LINA gA f SISR 3 NP datldSthat i& thd gociaC practidésdassoctated withlBogid O i
& dzoctides £ précttes (thAtzagef ISR Srbctuied Hy $otidl S

that their knowledge apply to type of the social exiper
ences that organize the life of the oppressed groups.
There is nothing problematic with these arguments,
but there are not enough to conclude that the oppressed
cannot experience the need for a bett&nowledge in
their practices of social critique, or that the knowledge
experience can play a too crucial role in these practices
to be simply ignored. The knowledge experience, as con
ceived of by Dewey, is a very common and ordinary

experience. Any memlps of any social groups often

geQpieriencd: that tiekNo®ledyerayaikable?iF notdeNdizfh A v 3
A Y & Odztolsghd tha Erobrikl sieCisSconfranted: th. tHanEe thed T T

use of sources of supplementary information: books,

maps, internet search, discussions with others, etc. It

goes withait saying that such experiences are alsovpre

alent among oppressed groups, and it is hardly diaput

27T

regularities and therefore less regulated bgbits than
other social practices; such experience will be all the
more demanding.

It is probably true that in some cases, the knowledge
of the oppressed is enough to cope with the daily e&xp
rer@dR df Jhjustiiced and Ndmindtitindz8 well Bis wWittNsked

S LIA & G S Y Aother pryicBedrzpivblet$ that btréicturdzyhBirSaxdinary A y 3

social experience, including their ordinary practices of

GR2dzo t S O 2ofial Ortiquelz yhj@siice & détrdhationt Fhary & nad K| G Y

doubt that in some ordinary practices of social critique,
such as the practices denotes iy & O2y OS LI 2 F
GNF yaONRLIi¢é O2AySR oe& {02ii

a KA
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confronted to cognitional problems they are perfectly

mbienta) sbivelWbeh Gh8sE cagritiSnal (prebleing Gckut, G |

the knowledge experience only implies readjustment,

instead of deep trasformations of the knowledgela

ready available. The process of knowing that is then

going on is not accompanied by the feeling that the

knowledge available is not enough. This knowledge

experience implies no objection, but rather a conférm

tion of the asumption according to which oppressed

groups possess the knowledge that is needed for their

practices of social critique.
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But there is no reason to think that the knowledge
available is always enough when the practice of social
critique are less routinizednd when what is at stake is to
find the best means to struggle against injustice anthéo
ination, or when political adversaries argue that it is wrong
to claim that a social problem is caused by a set of-non
necessary social factors, so that a socialgfarmation is
possible that would lead to a more satisfactory situation
rather to worsen difficulties. On the contrary, the history
of the development of the worker movement or of fém
nism provides numerous examples where overcoming
cognitional obstacle isxperienced as a challenge hard to
tackle. Hence the need for theory and critical social sc
ence that has been a distinctive feature of the historical
development of these two movements. Another illustr
tion of such cognitional challenges is provided Iy fact
that social movements often call critical social sciences for
help, in order to produce countezxpertise and make
their claim more legitimate in deliberative arena where
legitimate knowledge is used as a weapon against them. In
these various caseshe cognitional problems cannot be
solved solely by the body of knowledge already at disposal
in the oppressed group. What is required is a contextual
and instrumental appropriation of other types of cognitive
tools in order to adjust the cognitive skilto the cogi
tional problem to be solved. The experience of knowledge
is not only that of an adaptation of the body of knowledge
already at disposal to the problematic situation, but that
of an epistemic empowerment.

It is also the case that some oppredsgroups, such
as the those who suffer from great poverty in situation
of social marginalization, do not always have at their
disposal the body of knowledges that enable them to
cope efficiently with the arduousness of their daily social
life. They have itleed a knowledge of the situations of
extreme poverty, and the epistemic value of their knewl
edge is generally not recognized as it should, while it is
often more relevant than the administrative knazdge
that is used by social workers and institutiotts rule
their lives. It remains that the members of these groups

also experience their own incapacity to find long term

Emmanuel Renault

solutions to the social problems they are stuck in, as well
as their incapacity to find satisfactorily solutions to their
conflictual irteractions with social workers and instit
tions. They sometime experience these incapacities as
lack of knowledge of the causes of their problems and of
the means to make things better. The knowledge ekper
ence then takes the form of a need for knowledged
GKS8 INB 2FGSy O2y@AayOSR dKFG @
by themselves because of their poor educational kac
ground and longerm exposition to denial of recognition
of their capacities as knowers. When not repressed, this
need takes then the form of need for epistemic re-
powerment, namely, for some kind of contextual and
instrumental appropriation, that is also translation (Sa
tos, 2014: 21235), of empirical information and tloe
retical tools that could provide answer to the question
that emerge fom their problematic social experience
but that they fail to answer by themselves. These points
have been made notably in the book published by the
Fourth WorldUniversity Research Group (2007)he
Merging of Knowledge
These remarks suffice to cast dawm the second s
sumption: the types of epistemic problems to which the
oppressed are confronted relate mainly to the necessity of
FAYRAY3I o0SGGSNI glea 2F avYl{1Ay13
social experience, and of struggling against the lack of
legitimacyof their knowledge and of their claims. These
two types of problems correspond to what M. Fricker
GSN¥SR GKSNI¥SySdziaAOlf AsyadzaiGAilO$S
GAOSa¢d LYyGSNBalAydtes Wd aSRAYL
GiSadAY2yAlt Ay 2idzadiohtiedagk off 2 NJ NB R ¢
ONBRA O prodiicere2 T2 Fl y@ 6t SRISEZT 2N AY ]
GKI (giveesFF aly26f SRISES 2N GAYF2NYI
AccordiAngv tg FrickerA, a speake[ is epistenlically o
202SOUATASR élKS}/v éAKS- Ad dzy RSN
pacity asgivers2 ¥ |y 246 BR#Ig - 0 LI
phasis). But a speaker can also be undeed in
her capacity aproducerof knowledge, that is,
not as informant who report to an inquirer, but
as aninquirer herself, as an investigating subject
who asks questions and issues interpretations
and evaluations of knowledge and opinions- A

suming that all silencing and all objectifying will
be avoided when speakers are treated by i
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formants is wrong, for their voices can still be out that these groups can successfully struggle to make
constrained and minimized and their capacities
as knowers can stibe undermined. The egpi

temic agency of an informant qua informant is the collective elaboration of the notip 2 ¥ & & S-E dzt € KIFN

limited and subordinated to that of the inquirers YSyié BAGKAY T SYABH Thisc®NE dzLIE 6 H |

(Medina, 2013, 92).
ple is telllng because it makes a blg dlf'ference from a
2 KAfS CNROYSNI Aa OfFLAYAy3d (K quu 2 ¥

nolrmatlve pomt of wev% and the related possmqlt2 eg
1y Zhﬂvf SAR 3 S ¢ -oprative (pfadice @fOdoling social critique to denote an interaction as a form ot-flir
knowSR3ISé¢ o6HnncX mMpn0X aSRA yllngor?AyF gzgdzlu K I Igl &Jyaza\;sy“ ®  dz
edge should rather be defined in Deweyan terms, as

sense of their problematic social experience, as shown by

category only provides an answer to the question: how

Inquiry. He convincingly adds that the lack of credibility the problematic dimensions of this interaction should be

from which the member of oppressed groups suffer denoted in order to appear as incompatible with shared

should be considered as an epistemic injusticezuse it normative expectations. The problenrisither to find the

delegitimizes and undermines not so much their capacity best way to describe these problematic dimensions, nor to

as providers of information than rather their capacity as settle a doubt concerning the nature of this interaction or

inquirers. But the definition of inquiry he assumes puts its causes. The problem is simply to find the best ways to

again the knowledge experience into bracket. When he denounce the interaction, given that the very notion of

defines inquiryasagrOSaa Ay 6KAOK QYSdtc}r.;\-ﬁﬂg I}'\ngéé[‘é}y%)f(ézé t SIAGAYAT Ay 3

and issues interpretations and evaluations of knowledge function of the interpretation is normative and not cdgn

FYR 2LIAYyA2yaédsr GKS Oz2z3ayArda 2Y 5 W_L;Ng o sél\]ﬁ?z O@l_qusywxéyéyéﬂéKsﬁg 84
nature and causes of the problematic situation, and the knowledge but better normative evaluation

best practical means at disposal, are far from comng In other cases, indeed, making sense me -

the fore. It could indeed be argued that when J. Medina ing better descriptions of the problematic dimension of a

KAIKtAIKUE 0KS NBOS 2F UKS socqaﬁslftu%%jozr:i %‘/\fha% % at ust%ke i\s( kh;nsto e?ak?o}{e\t% Se
(2013, 92) in the epistemic resistances of the oppressed, accurate description of some problematic dimensions of

he refers to inquiries that consist precisely in attempts to the social experience that remain socially invisible or

produce better knowledgef the situation. As a matter that seem difficult to cafure in the framework of the

2% FLOUz UKS ARSE 2% avlhlaA ygodigssoyk%o‘?vl%dge}\a? disfpozsa%. ﬁesnce%}é us%zgf-%o uz 05

specified in various sense. In the context of the episte els, and other means of expression, in order to produce

AO NBaraildlyOSa 2F ((KS 2LJLJNBaaQ%%zONb{%JUg@yé\ng;lfsKé"JzSELJé[,\ﬁ,\SYO

asSyasSé Oby YShy SRGKSNJalNEA Kig:hlighted by B Bif ol ?159%:-?3;%. Achdl FRLLING
tion of what is wrong in problematic social experiences, thS Stlto2NIGA2y 2F O2yOSLIia adOK

or trying to articulate better description of what is wrong GLIF GNRF NDKEE 2NJ G6KAGS & dZINBYF O

in these experience, or trying to elaborate better anal provide a better description of the problematic situ

sis and explanation of these experiences. In contemp tions experience by the working class, by women and by

rary alternative epistemologiesnd social epistemoto racialized people, as noted notably by Kiills (2005).

gies, the first two meaning come to the fore. When the oppressed struggle to make sense in these
CNA Ol SNR&  aKSNNSYSdaAOkt %atulsxlrpsearchlng %o¥ beéer ‘Xescrlptlons of the

that oppressed groups can experience difficulties irkma problematic dimensions of their social experience, they

ing sense of the injustice and domination they suffer, and are not mainly motivated by a doubt concerming the

that these difficuies can hinder their capacity to subject nature of the situationor by a will to produce a better

domination and injustice to social critique. She also points knowledge of the nature of the situation. They are rather
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motivated by the will to share their experience and to
find appropriate ways to articulate what is at stake in
these experiences, so that they could be subjected to
social critique.

But in other cases, the struggles to make sense are
indeed consisting in attempts to produce better knewl
edge of the nature and the cause of the problematic
situation. When the worker movement elaborated the
concept of exploitation, whatvas at stake was not only
to produce a better description of what was going wrong
in the capitalist wage system. The concept of exploit
tion was also intended to disclose the structural causes
of the dominations and injustices suffered by the grol
tariat, and to orient its political struggles toward the
relevant targets. The elaboration of the concept of e
ploitation was the result of a desperate struggle of the
emerging proletariat to make sense of the new working
conditions, with the help of some Saiimonian intd-
lectuals. It provided a better knowledge of the nature
and the causes of the workifgass condition, it helped
analyze more precisely the nature of the problem, the
social transformation required, and it led to renewed
reflection about the mans at disposal in order to sigu
gle against the social domination and injustices suffered
by the proletariat (Bourdeau, 2018). It participated in a
process of epistemic emancipation that played a decisive

role in the history of social critique.

| have tied to show that the production of knowledge is
one the main forms of the epistemic empowerment that
can be achieved when the oppressed try to make sense of
the dominations and injustices they suffer. Such epistemic
SYLR 6SNX¥Sy
elaborating new (selfdescriptions and at issuing new
normative interpretations. It also concern the production
of better knowledge of the nature and causes of thelpro

lematic situations, as well as of the means at disposal to

Emmanuel Renault

make the wold better. According to P. Hill Collins, one of
GKS Glalta 2F FEGSNYyFraGA@S SLmaas
understanding of how subordinate groups create knowl
edge that fosters both their empowerment and social
2dzA i A0Se oOmdpddI Hc i L5 s FSQAE N
theory of the knowledge experience offers interesting
tools to work toward this goal. It offers a means for fecu
ing on the specificities of the cognitional problems that
can be met in ordinary interactions and in practices of
social critique as well as on the activities intended to
solve these problems. It offers a means for investigating
into some epistemological dimensions of the practice of
social critique that other epistemological paradigms fail to
Fyrteal § O2y @Ay OAh wadldrameofks SeQa Y.
provides a useful corrective for the lack of reflecfiom
contemporary political philosophy and social episteoaol
gy, on the need for knowledge that is associated with
social critique (a need that expresses itself notably in the
pathologcal form of conspiration theories) as well as on
the critical effects of knowledge.
There is indeed a temptation to get rid of the very
concept of knowledge because the claim to know and
the social recognition of a belief as a knowledge are
always embedde in social relations of domination. But
to get rid of the notion of knowledge, or to reduce it to
its descriptive sense, would be politically dangerous. Just
as the notion of objectivity, the normative sense of the
notion of knowledge expressesthe pdlitt f ySO0SaaAiide 6
think about the gap should exist between how anyiind
GARdzZL £ 2NJ INRdzZL) 61 yGa GKS
(Harding, 1992, 461). What is required is then taneo

62 NI F

plement the notion of knowledge as pow&nowledge

4 K2 dzf Riyalemptoad NB Ritlz@u$ ahothiernotidnkoknowledge that could capture

the critical and emancipatory effects of some knowing
LINEOSaaSad 5S85pSeqQa O2yOS8LIiAz2y 2

ence carhelp working toward this goal.

®| criticized this lack elsewhere (Rerta@D20b)
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ABSTRACRecent debates within pragmatist philosophy
are creating new openings for encounters and dialogues
with alternative epistemologies and approaches to
themes at the core of csical pragmatism. This article
addresses some of the questions raised by what has
0SSy RSAaONRGSR | a (KS
pragmaism, exploring their convergence with thee-r
search program of Epistemologies of the South which
grew out of thework of the Portuguese sociologist
. 2 @Sy G dzNT RS {2dzal
postabyssal philosophy draws, among other sources and
influences, on an appropriation of contributions of
pragmatist philosophy for a radical critique of Eunoce
tric con@ptions of epistemology. This paper offers a
discusion of selected topics of import to an ongoing
exploration of the affinities, resonances and differences
between the postabyssal conception of knowledges born
out of struggle that underpins the project &pistemaobd-
IASa 2F GKS {2dzikKZ 2y kS
NEOGA2yAalte GSNERAZ2YaA
radicalize clasical pragmatism, on the other, as well as
possible paths to future dialogues.

Keywords Epistemologies of the Soutmsurgent pra-
matism; postabyssal thinking; Paulo Freire

Introduction

Recent debates within pragmatism are creating new
openings for encounters and dialogues with alternative
epistemologies and approaches to themes at the core of
classical pragmatism. THeeld broadly and commonly
described as postcolonial studies offers a fertile ground
for the exploration of those themes, including expe
rience, knowledge and ignorance, community, denaecr
cy or justice. The actual and potential cohtriions of

philosoptical pragmatism to these debates, however,

! This paper grew out of reflections that matured over nearly
three decades of work at the Center for Social Studies of the
University of Coimbra. | am grateful in particular to Boaventura
de Sousa Santos and to the colleagues of the Coordinafion
the Research Program in Epistemologies of the South fot-crea
ing and sustaining an unique and challenging intellectual-env
ronment and an ongoing connection to the experiences of
struggle and of knolwedges born out of struggle. Special thanks
aedue® tFONNOAIF CSNNBANI I 4K2
previous draft of this paper. | am solely responsible, though, for
the arguments advanced in the paper, as well as for any memai
ing shortcomings of flaws.

GAYAdINNBOGA2Z2Y A

are often ignored, trivialized, or even assigned a pjor
tive trait associated with a reading of pragmatism as a
peculiarly (North) American brand of instrumentalism or
opportunism, or as part of Aroader, postanalytic ca-
stellation of positions. This article proposes a different
approach, which addresses some of the questions raised

KFa 0SSy RSaONAROGSR
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challenge to pragmatism, exploring their convergence

with the research

progranof Epistemologigs of the
( aue OKFftSy3as
South which grew out of the work of the Portuguese

d20A2f23r40 .21 @Sy ddzNTF o-RS

a2

Ay3 27
sources andnifluences, on an appropriation of contub
tions of pragmatist philosophy for a radical critique of
Eurocentric conceptions of epistemology (Santos, 2007a,

2014; Nunes, 2009). It would be an impossible task to

2 ggresg fhy Brgad FagoR of Svestinng #fyreleserta v 4 oz
2 NJ LN YalaiBobiedwfirin thé firts oK thisaRidleS th&kaimt'is/ R

more modestly, to provide a discussion of selectep-to
ics of import to an ongoing exploration of the affinities,
resonances and differences teen the postabyssal
conception of knowledgesborn out of strugglethat
underpins the project of Epistemologies of the South, on
GKS 2yS KIFIYyRZI FyYyR SYSNHAY3
pragmatism, which extend and radicalize classicagpra
matism, on the other. This means that some topics will
have b be briefly addressed, and left for further diseu
sion in future publication%.

The first section of the paper offers a brief presenta
tion of Epistemologies of the South, how it emerged as a
research program and what its core propositions are.
The secondsection discusses the explicit influences of
pragmatism on the emergence and shaping of Epist
mologies of the South, as well as the affinities and-co

vergences between its concerns and approaches and

% These topics include, among others, the epistemgas of

ignorance (Sullivan and Tuana, 2007), the debates over ju
tice/injustice and democracy (Dieleman, Rondel and Vopa
ril, 2017), and broader explorations of the relations of pragma

NtiSrh With dthgrphilaSdphicel Sufréng Bnd Rayfitiorts, along the

paths opened by Gregory Pappas (for the Americas), Scott R.
Stroud (for India), Richard Shusterman (for China and Japan),
Jessica Chir§ze Wang an8orHoo Tan (for China) and others.
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those of recent engagements within pragmatist phdes
phe gAGK 1fFAy [2018Qa
GAYAdZNNBOGA2YAal
aSRAYlI Qa NBOSyid 62N]
concerns have been answered through the move from
classical to pragmatic pluralism and sufpsently to an
insurrectionist approachThe third section discusses in
more detail the insurrectionist challenge to pragmatism,
drawing on the work of Leonard Harris, and the canve
gences as well as the differences between knowledges
born out of struggle ad philosophy born out of struggle.
The fourth and final section draws on the work of Paulo
Freire ¢ an author influenced by Deweyan pragmatism
and a major reference of Epistemologies of the South
for a general commentary on how to open up the lpat

ways b further dialogues between pragmatism and ES.

Epistemologies of the South: a guided tour

Epistemologies of the South (ES) is currently the name of
a research program that took shape through a diversity
of projects and interventions in different regisrof the
world by a broad and diverse network of researchers,
researchesactivists, activists and popular educatdrs.
The program is hosted by the Center for Social Studies of
the University of Coimbra, in Portugal. It builds on the
work of Boaventura de dbisa Santos and on several
collective and collaborative international projects he
directed, of which two stand outReinventing Social
Emancipationand ALICE: Strange Mirrors, Unsuspected
Lessoné.Both projects gathered international research
teams, incluling researchers and activists, who genera
ed a substantial and innovative series of collections of
case studies and other initiatives covering experiences of

resistance, struggle and creation of alternatives te d

% For further information on the program see alice/ces.uc.pt.

* Reinvering Social EmancipatiorEMANCIPAL9992001) was
funded by the MacArthur and Calouste Gulbenkian Faund
tions. ALICE: Strange Mirrors, Unsuspected Lessons. Leading
Europe to a new way of sharing the world experien@e4 1-

2016) was funded by the Europe&esearch Council. Both pro
jects were hosted by the Center for Social Studies at the thnive
sity of Coimbra.

verse forms of domination and oppressidracing their

ONX G AlidKs fo thé Idad@ivhistoricah dgnamigs Rf ingpdrighifo (1 K S
OKIt t Sy 38¢ indliéh. These mojedtsdncluded aMgerncesifrand Dain- W2 & S
LINE @A Rednarical Indid, AMidzaEase HimorkagdsEurdp&, $aveding

themes such as the diversity of forms of knowledge,
experiences in democcy and demodiversity, conpe
tions of, and struggles for, human dignity, law, justice
and the state, alternative forms of economic activity,
new forms of labor internationalism, the diversity of
conceptions, idioms and practices related to health,
suffering healing and care, arts and aesthetic practices
and the production of history and memoty.
According to{  yi2a> dawi6KS
South concern the production and validation of kdew
edges anchored in the experiences of resistance of all
socialgroups that have systematically suffered injustice,
oppression and destruction caused by capitalism, colonia
AAYXI FYR LI GNRI NDKeé¢
metaphor of the vast and diversified set of these exper
ences that, in different contextsnd regions of the world,
both in the geographic South and North, emerge from
struggles and actions of resistance against imperialidom
nation. In another formulation, the same author describes
the South as the name of the unjust and unnecessary
suffering trat exists in the world, and the resistance and
struggles against such suffering, in their multiple forms
(Santos, 2014, 2018; Santos and Meneses, 2010, 2019).
The disqualification, invisibilization, silencing opsu
pression of the possibility of peoplespmmunities or
collectives making and producing accounts of their own
histories, based on their experiences and knowledges,
places epistemological justice at the core of the r
sistance and struggle for dignity and recognitidrhe
South can thus be rededbed as an epistemological

South. The terms used to name this epistemological

® The work coming out of the first project was published in
seveanl languages (Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and English). See
Santos, 2005, 200€007 and 2010. The contributions to the
ALICE project are in the process of publication, with three vo
lumes available in Portuguese, Spanish and English at the time
of writing. See Santos and Meneses, 2019; Santos and Mendes,
2020; Santos and Martins, 20.
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South and its protagonists are diverse, and often ierig session rule (Santos, 2007a, 20T®)e first kind of exalt

nate in the sekdesignation of those who suffer opse sion ¢ nonabyssal exclusion does not deny the rights
sion and domination, but also in descriptions and associated with citizenship that allow those affected by
conceptualizationsby intellectuals committed to their
adNHz33t Say aiKS 4NBGIOKSR
GGKS 2LIINBaasSRé ot | dzZ 2
DN} YaOAZ wlyla2aAld DdKlI X

injustices associated with inequality and, eventually,
2 Fexclisios fro® achdsskic staddardslandiiving @hdifichs/ 0 =
CNEB A MBardd asominknél, ta ationltheid] rights/agd bé tegbl 2 v A 2
DI & | dizddh as Litlizdng ITHe (sécond Kirld $f ekd@isiyisbal 6 t | dzt

Farmer)... The nexus between se@#signation andton-
ceptualization may vary depending on the epistdmo
gical and theoretical orientations and propositions and
the relations established between the production of
knowledge and the experiences and struggles obpe
ples, communities, social movements ananginalized
and persecuted groups.

The Epistemologies of the South are built on a-criti

exclusion is based on the denial of the full humanity of
those who are excluded. Slavery, racism, colonialism,
sexism and different forms of violenegainst women and
LGBTQI people or against people with disabilities are just
some of the ways this denial of humanity takes shape.
{GNYA3t Sa SYSNEHAY3 GAGKAY
recognition of the full humanity of those who are abyssally

excluded as a condition to fight for citizenship rights. The

que of modern Western thinking abyssal thinking concept of the abyssal divide/abyssal line stands as a key

It consists of a system of visible and invisibke di

tinctions, the invisible ones being the fouriien

of the visble ones. The invisible distinctions are
established through radical lines that divide social

and distinguishing faare of ES.
ES approach experiences of violence in its various

formsc from direct physical violence inflicted on bodies

NBFfAlGe Ayidz2 Gg2 NBFHfYa:x Y

iKS tAySeE FyR GKS NBIEY 2 ¥° S"“%@' Sy, Sé”l‘\fbo"c ﬁ’i‘r\ij §°g§'€i’e’eﬁ ?Ee§“'c
fAYySéd ¢KS RAQGAAAZ2Y Aad & dz@ﬂﬁlenceK i;uﬂerlng iigpBssedsipiK ShllinjusticdtBroughT
the 1inS ¢ g yraksSa I a

NBIt Al 050
existent, and is indeed produced as pexistent, ef‘he resiStances ang gtrugg}ﬂes t%at emerge in responding

Norrexisting means not existing in any relevant or
comprehensible way of being. Whatever iopr
duced as norexistent is radically excludedeb
cause it lies beyond the real of what the
accepted conception of inclusion considers to be
its other. What most fundamentally chatacizes
abyssal thinking is thus the impossibility of the co
presence of the two sides of the line. To the e
tent that it prevails, this side of thenk only pe-
vails by exhausting the field of relevant reality.
Beyond it, there is only neexistence, invisibility,
nondialectical absence (Santos, 2007aG45.

to them. Different forms of domination, oppression and
exclusion tend to be mutuallyeinforced, generating and
perpetuating zones of neheing and predation, of e
struction of ecologies and modes of existence, and of
radical exclusion of a growing part of the world pepu
lation. Cognitive justice the recognition of the right of
peoples, ommunities and social groups to produce
their own history and accounts of their experiences,

memories, resistance and struggles and to createi- val
The centurjiong history of capitalism, colonialism and date and share the knowledges born out of theseexp

patriarchy established a durable d@npersisting divide riencesc is a condition of social, historical and emgibal
a OA ANBLREAGEY

0SUBSSY dqukAa aARser UKS Jus |ce /-(‘chlevmg cognltlvé/jus?ce 3emands
420AtoAtAlez FyR alKS 28KS NJhéiné access to tHeKk owled%e resR:)lSJrces anXpractlc aF O2f
nial sociability. Exclusion appears in different forms in of modern Western science and technology thaneo

h zon n | exclusionar i . - . .
these two zonesNonabyssal exclusionare associated tribute to the alleviation or suppression of unjust suffe

with inequalities in zones of metropolitan sociability, ruled ing; on the other hand, it ragjres the recognition of the

by the tension between regulation and emancipation, diversity and richness of knowledge practices that exist

whereasabyssal exclusionsccur in the zones of colonial . - .
in the world. Decolonizing the heg®nic forms of

sociability, where violence and appropriation/pés knowledge associated with modern science and its-epi



Pragmatism Today Vol. 12, Issue 1, 2021

EPISTEMOLOGIES OF B9ETH MEET THE INSERRIONIST TURN INABRIATSM: STEPS TOWARDS A DIGUE

w2nz | NNA&E&OFR2 bdzy$a

temological premisess a key aspect of the struggle for
cognitivejustice.

One of the themes at the core of ES is the diversity
of forms of understanding human dignity beyond Wes
ern-centric definitions of human rightsThe notion of
pluriversity allows the claims of universality of thaih
man rights approach to dignitjo be put to the test
through the opening of dialogues with other conceptions
of dignity and tracing the ways these are shaped by and
in turn shape struggles against oppression and unjust
and unnecessary suffering ensuing from it, in its multiple
forms. Himan dignity may thus be declined in different
idioms, including that of human rights. Idioms and @ra
tices aimed at affirming, protecting and fostering human
dignity should be considered in their relation to orgel
gies and forms of life. All conceptionkdignity are par
tial and incomplete. Western human rights have at their
core the autonomous individual as the subject of rights.
Other conceptions put collective obligations and ient
tlements at the core of the conditions that define dign
ty. Indigenous poples and communities conceive of
dignity as including humans as part of a broadecan
passing cosmos, along with nbmman entities such as
animals, plants, rivers, forests, mountains, ancestors and
spirits. Struggling for dignity means standing the
integrity and sustainability of the ecologies that sustain
life and social relations.

Struggles for dignity start from resistance ang r
sponse to suffering as always inscribed in the bodies and
souls of living persons as interdependent and as relying
on their belonging to communities, territories andasp
tial webs® Interdependency is a source of protection and
assistance in distress, but also a source of exposure to

violence and oppression. The incompleteness and pa

® The core idea of suffering as always referred to an embodied
process, how different idioms of suffering account for it and
whether and how the experience of suffering can be shared in
order to promote solidaristic and collective responses to it and
to its causes suggests an interesting path to dialogue between
ES, pheomenologicakxistentialist and feminispragmatist ap
proaches and recent developments in the life sciencepiired

by feminist and postcolonial critique, such as thatgweed by
Sullivan (2015). See, for contributions along that path, Martins,
2021, and Nunes, 2021.

tiality of these diverse conceptiordoes not mean that
they will be incommensurable or stand in permanent
conflict. Dialogues are possible, and they rely on forms
of intercultural translation, which have been docunten

ed and discussed by work within ES (Santos, 2014b;
Santos and Martins, 202. Experiences of resistance and
struggle against violence inflicted on persons, commun
ties, groups and territories and the unjust suffering that
it causes allow connections to be traced and made e
plicit between the situated experiences of suffering and
the broader processes of capitalist, colonialist and ipatr
archal domination, often mediated by forms of discHm
nation and exclusion performed in the idioms of religion,
NI OSz SOKyAOAde 2N yFGA2yltAdea;
(2014b) discussion of Westefthristian inspired, Islamic
and Hindu conceptions of human dignity and theirarel
tions with particular politicatheological configurations
has set the stage for exploring actual possible experien

es of countethegemonic, intercultural approaches to

humandignity.’

l O0O2NRAYy3 (2 {lyG2a o6sanmyox O
GSy2t23A8a 2F GKS {2dzikK I NB fA]
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limited to actions of ocqgpation. Whereas academic and

pedagogical institutions treat knowledge practices as

distinct from other social practices, the epistemologies

2F GKS {2dziKZ 6KAtS | O0ly26ft SR/
include other knowledges and other practices of creating

and tansmitting the knowledge that results from social

practices of resistance and struggle against domination.

" For a detailed presentation and discussion of how the concept
of the abyssal line is at the core of countezgemonic approa
chesto human rights and more genenaliof conceptions and
struggles for dignity, see Santos and Martins, 2021. The eontri
butions to this volume cover a broad range of experiences+ang
ing from Europe to Africa, Asia, the Mediterranean area and the
Americas. The chapters by Nunes and Martins (respectively on
the genealogy and current practice of humanitarianism and on
the experience of the survivors of the Bhopal disaster in India)
engag the centrality of suffering in debates over the definitions
of humanity and of the differences among humans, and of
struggles for alleviating, healing and caring for human suffering.
They propose ways of tracing back these experiences ofrsuffe
ing and stuggle to the modern dynamics of capitalisoo)onid-

ism and patriarchy.
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In such cases, we have before us reseaghction and
AY |
concept ofecologies of knowledgetesignates the art-
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whenever knowledges are mobilized in social practices,

pedagogyast OG A 2y

the distinction between the creation and the transmi
sion of knowledge, between research and pedagogy,
/| 2Y0AYAYy3

extrainstitutional practices is a key aspect of this parti

ends up being problematic ®

ular configuration of knovddges and practices, ofi-i
quiry and/as learning.

ES propose a particular version of political epistemo
f23ée3x I a
aim to contribute to the refoundation of insurgent pol
tics capable of efficiently confronting the current, insi
dious, and technesavage articulations between captital
AdYzZ O2ft2yAlftAdYZ YR
social stuggles in the epistemologies of the Soutb; t
gether with how broadly these struggles are conceived
2F O6X03X LRAYG G2 LN OGAOSaA
conformity and resistance, denunciation and counter
proposal, which may be more or less condated, more
2NJ £t Saa F2NXIEAT SRZ |yR

avoidng polarizations or segmentations betweern- d

27T

chotomies such as revolution/reform or rupture/ctn
nuity, conceiving of struggles as existing in many forms
that are not captured byhese categories.

ES are influenced by, and engage in dialogues with a
range of critical approaches in the humanities, thewat
ral sciences and the social sciences, driven by a concern
with identifying those versions which are more open to
the recognition of the external pluralism of knowledge
and the forms of dissent that emerge within established
disciplines or areas of knowledge. These range from
feminism and queer theory to antiolonial, decolonial,
postcolonial and Liberation philosophy, as wellai-
cal approaches to capitalism. Indigenous, African and
Caribbean philosophies have been central to the ongoing
enrichment and growth of ES.

These dialogues take place within a commitment to

the decolonization of modern scientific knowledge and of

46| & sidadng knpwfedge that 3 |
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the forms of abyssal thinking its authority rests on. This

LJ- NI A Odzt | Ndeg notanipMAB sbdical Bubwith Baden sdiekic® nor its

rejection. Instead, it seeks to identify and prote condi

Iy Rtions aldwing the/ mutual recgaghitioh SnR Hidlogue-to X U X

tween knowledges and practicesncluding those of
modern science, without disqualifications or suppressions,

with special attention to the knowledges and practices

Ay & that éndefgd fBoi thé expdenémtes and struggles for dign

ty and for life against oppression and exclusion. As these

rely an a constitutive relation beveen life and knowl

SR3IS: GKS& IINB 2FGSy RBAONAROSR
guish them from those forms of knowledge that are

préducédl through the creation of the specialized and
autonomous domain associated with science. €heown-

ters between different knowledges open the path for

ecologies of knowledges. They start from the recognition

2F
every knowledge is entangled with a particular form of

ignorance. We find here a key stalate which is largely
ATRONABROLEY IKBR AVTFL ABYOCA @F 5 t
knowing and learning (on which more Iatér).

The decolonization of hegemonic knowledge -pro
cded@sytRdbidi twd Ndondeft NdihSaxe céndeltedita 2 v £ <
distinctive and yet interconneetl aspects. The first
Y2YSyid Aa OFtftSR daaz20Aaztz23e 27
Gaz20A2ft23e 2F SYSNHSyOSas: of{lyli
sociology of absences seeks to identify the silences, the
suppressions, invisibilizations and disqualifications that
deny the existence of other knowledges or convert them
into forms of ignorance, opposed to the allegedly true
and rigorous knowledge of science. Hegemonic knowl
edge thus operates through the active creation ofdgn
rance and norexistence’

The sociology of emgences, in turn, seeks to iden

tify the experiences, knowledges, and practices born out

8 Ignorance and the epistemology of ignorance have beenjarma
topic of recent discussions within pragmatist philosophy and
feminist work influenced by pragmatism, especially irtigh to
discussions of racism, sexism and other forms of digwtion and
exclusion. For an excellent introduction to these approaches, see
the contributions to Sullivan and Tuana, 2007, and Medina, 2013.
° For a powerful example, from a pragmatimrspective, of how
this active production of ignorance works, see Sullivan, 2007.
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of the struggles and resistances against diverse forms of
oppression and domination. The terstrugglerefers to
any affirmation of freedom that, under certain circum
stances, may turn into collective action for lib&icn.
The practices of daily survival of groups, communities
and peoples abyssally excluded are part of these forms
of struggle, as well as the social movements and forms of
collective action that often relaim, recreate or reinvent
experiences and stories of past struggles and resistances
(Santos, 2018a, b).

The knowledge accredited by science and recognized
as such by institutions or accredited authorities @emaic
or professional knowledge, for exampler knowkdge
sanctioned by religious authorities as theology) tends to
become amonoculture It privileges particular definitions
of what counts as knowledge, what the relevant scale and
temporality are for the understanding of the phenomena
under scruiny, exclusionary criteria for recognition and
classification and for establishing the value and producti
vity of practices. It stands on the separation between

subject and object. Decolonizing hegemonic knowledge

rests on what Santos (2018a, b, chaptelX8) f f do- a RS 02 ?

YATAY3a KSNI¥SySdziaOaodé

The first condition is the attention to a bias affecting

¢ KAa

all knowledge: all forms of knowledge have as their
reverse corresponding forms of ignorance; to dismiss
this condition amountgo dismissing what a certain form
of knowledge is not capable to recognize, relegating
what is unknown to a condition of neexistence or to
being an obstacle to the progress of true knowledge.

The second condition is the recognition of the sby
salnature2 ¥ LI NI AFfAGeY
X8 GKS YIFIAY LINPRdzOSNI 27
AYOAAAOE ST ANNBESOlIylx
(Santos, 2018a, 232). The destruction, declaration of in
existence or predatory appropriation of fér knowt
edges is inextricably linked to this active production of
the abyssal line that separates metropolitan sociability
from colonial sociability.

The third condition is the tension between autonomy

and trust. The assertion of the autonomy and objeityi

of scientific knowledge may turn into a justification for
the suppression of other knowledges and experiences,
claiming an authority that demands unconditional trust in
scientific knowledge and in its surrogates, yet equally
allowing developments andppropriations of this knowl
edge by projects of domination and oppression.
The sociology of absences does not stop at the-ide
tification of these conditions, which allow the continued
existence and affirmation of a given form of knowledge
asamonocultB® LG a2LISNF 6S& OGKNRdIAK
of moy 2 Odzt G dzNB & S§O02t23A8a¢zx
175) as

0eée

sustainable diversity based on complex relationa

lity. It is therefore a normative concept based on

the following ideas. First, the value of diversity,

complexity, and relationality must be recognized:

nothing exists by itself; something or soore

exists because something else or same else

exists. Second, complex and relational diversity

means that the criteria that define divsity are

themselves diverse. Third, the choice among

them is a political one, and in order to respect

diversity, it must be based on radical and inte

cultural democratic processes. Fourth, the-r

bustness of the relations depends on nurturing

iversity and exerting vigilaecagainst monodu

ural temptations that come from both within

R S mif yihdbut, 2eyen (if KeRdBtindi@nybRtwderd 2 v & ©
what is within and what is without is intrinsically
problematic.

LISNBRLISOGAGSsE GKS GSNY

Ly GKAa

way of thinking/organizig the world and a description
of certain kind of intervention in the world. It is charac
terized by the emphasis on relatiomterdependience
and sustainability, but always attentive to heterogeneity,

diversity and uncertainty. The concept of eapjoisat-

Gx Y RS WA plpBOIogigE e tops Rcon
G048 {p GrEaleorions 1y &7 AR 5 5
7 2 N BOECPESTY P ORI R 7S PR € 2 2 S

explanations of disease, of poverty, of environmental
degradation based on linearersions of causality or on

reductionist approaches. These ignore, or push to the
background, the relational and procedural complexity of
these phenomena. The experience of suffering asso
ciated with violence, deprivation, dispossession, illness

or disorde and the understanding of the processes that

RST

a
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generate them thus tends to reassert the segmentations
and divisions of the world associated with the diseipl
nary organization of scientific knowledge, of its biases
and of the abyssal nature of such bias&en when
hegemonic science recognizes the relevance of poces
es outside its bounded field of knowledge, existing idisc
plines and specialties tend to treat the, as external
factors, which at most may condition or influenceopr
cesses that are described aedplained in terms of the
core assumptions and procedures of establishedidisc
plines or configurations of disciplinary knowledges.

This should not prevent the recognition of differen
ces between versions of scientific knowledge that
emerge from the interal dynamics of the sciences, from
the debates and experiences that involve its practi
tioners. But recognition should extend to those versions
of science forged in the engagement with the knovged
es and practices that are born out of the experiences
and stuggles against forms of domination and opgre
sion that become manifest in suffering, illness, violence
in its different forms and in the precariousness of exis
ence, but also in forms of resistance through knowledges
and practices of solidarity, care ahdaling. Therefore, it
is important to give special attention to the conditions in
which versions of internal plurality emerge that are open
to dialogue with otherexperiences and knowledges
(Nunes, 2009; Santos, Nunes, Meneses, fob?).

The decolonizatiorof knowledge advocated by ES
mobilizes epistemological imagination in order to rgeo
nize the existence and diversity of other forms of knowl
edge, but also to take account of changing conceptions
of epistemic sovereignty (Nunes, 2009; Rouse, 1996)
that hawe sustained the hegemony of modern Western
science and academic and expert knowledge, disgualif
ing or suppressing other forms of knowledge.

Santos offers some provocative thoughts on how to
advance towards an ongoing collaborative, participatory
and nonextractivist recreation of the epistemological

and political imagination:

% This section draws on material previously included in Nunes
and Louvison, 2020.

10.

11.

w2nz | NNJAaoOkR2 b dzy

To compare or contrast scientific and artisanal
knowledge in order to imagine the different
concerns each of them conveys and the dife
ent interests each of them serves or may serve
0X0o®

¢2 AYFIAYS &dzNLINA&AY 3T LISNALI
To imagine, open to further verification, the

different ways through which different kinds of

knowledge may contribute, whether positively

or negatively, to a given social struggle as seen

from the point of viev of the different parts

AYy@d2t 3SR 60X0 o

To imagine, on the basis of seemingly untrela

ed historical data, differences and evenneo

tradictions between positions conventionally

deemed to be on the same side of a given s

OAFtf &aGNHAZTES 6X0d

To imagine forms ofearning combined with
F2N¥Ya 2F dzyf S NYyAy3
To imagine subjects where the epistemologies
2F GKS b2NIK 2yfé ass$s

0X0®

202501
To imagine new cartographies of the abyssal

line, to identify new invisible divisions between
metropolitan sociability and coldal sociability

0 X0 o

To imagine the consequences of not separating
fATS FTNRY NBaSINDK 6X0o0
To imagine civilizational questions circulating
underground, remaining unanswered andvae

er surfacing in the debates on technical issues

and options within the limg of modern se

Sy0S o6x0d

To imagine the quest for ecological stances
against monopolistic ones beyond the ezol

IA8a 2F 1y2s6fSR3ISA 6X0d
To imagine the absences that cannot be-<ca

tured by the sociology of absences, the ame

gences that never go beyond poteaity, or
YSOSN) ad2L) 6SAy3a FyGAaAOAL

2018b: chapter 6; italics in original).
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These challenges to the epistemological imagination
take shape in a set of methodological orientations,
which can be summarily described as follows:

sensitivity¢ methodologies should be sensitive
to context, situation and the composition of the
research collaborative; engage all senses,rin o
der to counter the hegemony of sight and hrea
ing; procedures draw on aesthetic/artistic as
well as on practical/instrumeiad resources, on
reason and on affect , as they are brougbt t
gether in terms such asentipensarand cora
zonatr,

collaboration ¢ researchingwith, not on: in-
quiry is enacted through collaborative practices
throughout the whole process, even if spdcif
assignments are delegated on some patrtic
pants; collaboration includes the identification
and definition of problems and objectives, the
methodological design, the carrying out of the
inquiry, the sharing of results and the evalu
tion of the process ands outcomes;

non-extractivismg inquiry should not be appro

priated for purposes other than those that are

defined and decided by the community or

group and for their benefit. Academic uses of

the research should not imply any form ofsdi

possession oftte knowledge produced by those

who have been part of it.
This approach relies, on the one hand, on the counter
hegemonic appropriation of methodologies developed
within hegemonic forms of knowledge, including the
social sciences, the humanities, the natlrsciences
and the range of multior interdisciplinary areas that
have emerged in fields such as health or environment.
But they also draw on a range of procedures which are
inspired by the contributions to participatory research,
actionresearch and poglar education of Paulo Freire
or Orlando FalBorda, among others, and on the ang
ing development of innovative, collaborative and non

extractivist methodologied*

" These include conversations of the world, voices of the world,
the Popular University foPopular Movements and a range of
pradices arising from popular experiences and struggles. For a
detailed discussion of these methodologies, see Santos, 2018 b,
chapters 9.

Pragmatism and Epistemologies of the South: conve
gences and common concerns

The relatons between pragmatist philosophy and &pi
temologies of the South encompass not just explicit,
acknowleged influences of pragmatism on ES, but also
affinities and convergences between the concerns and
approaches of ES and those of the critical pragmatitm o
Alain Locke (Harris, 1989), as well as recent emgag
ments with and developmea of his work (Harris, 1999).

In a paper which may be described as the fird-sy
tematic statement of Epistemologies of the South as a
program, Santos (2007a) includes a spec#ference to
a pragmatic approach to knowledges as an alternative to
the hierarchical validation of claims to knowledge by the
hegemonic conception of epistemology. Direct refe
Sy0Sa G2 LINY3IYFGAAY KI @S
since the late 1980syith explicit drawing on William
James and John Dewey and, in an earlier period, Richard
Rorty and Richard Bernstein, ranging from the need to
start from consequences in validating knowledge/prac
GAOS O2yFTAIdzNI GA2ya
dualism among others (Santos, 1995, 2018a, b). Most of
these references concern epistemology and howgpra
matism provides a form of bringing closeness to where
hegemonic science and knowledge create distanee b
tween science and life experiences. The approachSf E
to how to evaluate/validate knowledges and their hie
archies in a situated way is explicitly described agpra
matic and based on the need to start from consequen
0S4z o66AlGK Ly SELX AOAG

The ecology of knowledges doestrtonceive of

knowledges in abstraction; it conceives of them

as knowledge practices and the interventions
they enable or impede in the real world. An &pi
temological pragmatics is above all justified-b
cause the lifeexperiences of the oppressed are
primarily made intelligible to them through an
epistemology of consequences. In their dife

world, consequences are first. Causes are second
(Santos, 2007a, 725.

21n The End of the Cognitive Emp{8antos, 2018a, b), Dewey

is mentiored again in relation to his critique of the misdul
dualism and a reference to Deweyan pragmatism as it was used
by the Indian sociologist K. Shridharani (1939) to introduce

0688y
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Ly Fty SEGSYRSR 02YYSyil 2y séniepiitieiensis birdigmafisb| shalldeghSider the
(2009) explored the relationship of pragmatism aBE& affinities and convergences, but also some of the diffe
and proposed a tentative approach to their convergen ences between the insurrectionist approach proposed by
es, as well as their differences. In the concluding remarks Medina and ES.

to the essay, these convergences and differences were Medina (2004, 112) reminds us that one of the core

stated as follows: ideas of pragmatism is that philosophicafleetion should

¢KS LN} AYFGAAY | RO20F GSR ohie continybiisavith evelyday lifeR&hd thak, &Bording to

its apparent kinsip vvllth.the phllosophlcal current 5385885 Al aK2dA R FT2fif2si 6KFG KS
of the same name, is in fact a radical reconstru

tion that results from the encounter between the Ot YSiK2Réd aSRAYylI 3283 2y (2
experiences of subaltern populations, groups and

collectives, particularly in the global South, and idea and how to fulfill it in the very practice of philosophy:

the act of putting the poposals of pragmatist ph According toDewey, by focusing on ordinary life

losophers such as William James and John Dewey experiences philosophy does not simply become

a2 62N) € TFT2N GKS OBNRAGAI dzS &&voicedieandngriiserzse/ forf philGsaghidiir

mologies. It is in the explicit reference to the flection is essentiallgritical and transformative

world and experiences of the oppressed as a place On this view, the relation of philosophy andeev

of departure and arrival for anotlmeconception of ryday life experiences & two-way street: phib-

what counts as knowledge that the epistemology sophical reflection must start from experience,

of the South confronts pragmatism with its limits. but it must also return to it and enrich it. For

Those limits are the limits of the critique of epi 58Sex G(G(KS GLINAYIFNER O2yOSN ;y

temology within the framework of abyssal tfin AK2dZ R 0SS G2 aOflFINARFex fA0SNI

ing (Nunes, 2009, 117). goods which inhere in the naturally generated

Fdzy OliA2ya 2F SELISNASYyOSé o6X0d

In the remainder othis section, | shall focus on recent LIKAf2a2LIKAO0OFE NBFESOGA2Y Aa af

intense and just appreciation of the meanings

LINB&SYy(d Ay SELISNASYOSE oXo0o |
LI iKgl @& (2 RALFE23dzSd W2aS a $ivjoges @& pracchllest fot fihi®dophiesl - & |

flection that weask whether or not such refte

GA2y NBadAZ Ga Ay GKS Ot NAFAOL
that starts from a clearly argued discussion of core com of experience (Medina, 2004: 113).

developments within pragmatism which open up new
privileged point of entry, being exemplary of a trajectory

mitments of classical pragmatisgS a LISOA I £ f & 2 TS g'SﬁSéaéS eﬁ,@i LJ2 aaestestioithe lvalué & Aryd

work ¢ and how they provide ways of addressing issues LKAf 242 0Keé GKS ljdSadray 2F 6KS

of diversity and democracy to a concern with what a sions which, when they areferred back to ordinary life

pragmatist approach should look like in dealing with experiences and their predicaments, render them more

injustice and oppression, leading to amsurrectionist significant, more luminous to us, and make our dealings
gAGK GKSY Y2NB 7T NBOJckedzbye 05545 S¢
Medina, 2004: 113, note 2).

aSRAYlI Q&4 NBYRSNHighTesahafes 559 S& Qa

version of pragmatisrﬁ?’ This trajectory is strikingly
similar to the approach described in ES as sociology of
absences, and opens the way to a convergence with the

sociology of emergences, by extending and radicalizing with the approach taken by ES in respect of how to

approach the relation between experience and the

Gandhian thought into the struggles for civil rights in the USA. production of knowledge, and how to valldate reflection
Recentcontribi A2y & o6& {0200 wod {GNRdzZR 6munmyyv 2y 5SgS8Se8Qa Ay¥Tfdz

ence in India, namely through R. Ambedkar (who was a student ~ and knowledge claims through its contribution to clarif

2F 5S8S¢Sevx ardaylrt GKS NBf SOl yos 2F LIINP LINAF GA2ya 2F 5S5SeQa

work by Dalit movements and intellectuals. ing and enrlchlng experience.

a S R A JHe pistemology of Resistar(@013) is a landmark But one question arises, which is not considered in

contribution to further questions which are of central concern to L ) } .
ES, but will have to be pursued in a separate discussion. These 5S8SéQa FT2N¥dzZ I 0A2YY 6KFU 1AYR
would include topics such as epistemic virtue and epistemic vice,
epistemic responsibility or epistemai@s of ignorance, among

others, and the cpr[\plgxities arising from the'recogrjitipn of GKA& .8 YLJ7\ NJ OI f £& ANP dz/ RSR NBTFE S
loedaalt SEOfdzaAz2y o66dzi aSS Kiaa O2YYSyid 2y 'y2yQa RSLAOGAZYL 2F

two kinds of blindness to difference, pp. X51).

of whom, are we dealing with when we move towards
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clearly related to the meliorist strahthat runs across his of an approach whose focus is on metropolitan sodiabi

philosophy, which tends to downplay the questions of ity. Drawing on Locke, Medina defines the task of a

inequality, violence and power relations as they affect life ONARGAOIFE LINF3IYIGAAY A aKz2g G2
SELISNASYOSad 5N gAy3a 2y 2| fdulfumdiffefeyices withoyf exaticismSivcdmtherialis

phrase, if we look back at the long and continuing history tion, that is, without contributing to their marginahz

of myriad experiences of oppression and exclusion, we tion or subjecting them to the homogenizing forces of a

are reminded that for much of the population of the Jt 2061t YIN)]S(i¢ ®Badh&digathirdHammY H
worldf AGAY 3 Ay | aadldsS 2¥ Sy SusEisliydeyond éxotigizng orcétrner8alizing difie A 2 v

0dzi GKS Nz S¢ 6. Syel YAYSZ ™ dendeddényihg2he Iull HurkaBity Bf thos2 whedhdatnatek A 2 Y

556528048 SYLANROLIt (exizhinced y ( KifSrengel ThE p&sdibilityi, e weSshall see, has been
F2N) 6 KAOK da2NRAYl NEBE
to different forms of violence and oppression? How to
address these experiences in such a way that the gefle
tion and knowkdge that emerge from them contribute to
the clarification and erichment of experience, or to its
reconstruction? And how does it affect the relation of
intellectuals (including philosophers, scientists, psafe
sionals and activists) to experience?

Taking up this challenge involves more than dealing
with difference,inequality and injustice. A reminder of a
core proposition of ES is called for at this point: the
abyssal divide as a defining feature of modernity and of
the contemporary world, and abyssal thinking as its
epistemological corollary. One consequence ofs tis
that a distinction has to be made between two spaces or
zones characterized by different forms of sociability. The
first is the metropolitan zone, a space of relations and
sociability which is framed by the tension betweenueg
lation and emancipationand where inequalities and
exclusions do not imply the dehumanization and radical
exclusion of those who are regarded as dangerous or
AYF&AAYAT 0SS a20KSNEE O
where appropriation and violence dominate. The two
forms of socidility may emerge within any of the two
zones if we consider them as territorial inscriptions, but
they may also appear as inscribed in bodies andusing
lar/personal experiences and trajectories.

aSRAYIFQa 62N} 2y

pragmatism to citique and reconstruction addresses

K2 g

questions of pluralism and multiculturalism offers an

important entry point into both the virtues and the limits

YStya

¢ K Slawg drafted MiroughiduedeliSativO@deess/ A | ¢
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through forns of discrimmation, persecution, oppression
and suppression of hwan difference exemplified by
colonialism, slavery, r&m, sexism, homophobia, apar
heid, displacement of populations by war, disasters,
environmental degradédon or economic conditionand
exploitation, or the abyssal exclusion of undocumented
migrants and refgees. This third possibility raises well
founded doubts on the outcomes of practices of incl
sion or of multicultural remaking of societies where
dehumanizing practices are rhetoally disavowed and
often defined as unlawful, but nonetheless persist as
longstanding marks of a history where the noblesnpri
ciples coexist with those dehumanizing practices. Antic
lonial movements were aware of the resistance that
would be met everwithin societies claiming to be built
on the solid foundations of human rights, equality and
democracy. The case of the United States provides one
of the strongest examples of how even at the core of the
modern West violations of cherished principles ohst>

tutional order are persignt, and are even sanctioned by

Medina rightly endorses the need for groupsnto
monly defined¢ and often sekldescribed¢ in ethnic
and/or racial terms to make their own voiceedrd and
to exercise critical control over the outcomes and gio
ucts of their own agency, so as to enjoy the freedom and
hakedzcdess 10 the EsolirceSnédessay Foresqifes
sion and cultural selffirmation. Acknowledging that
these groups are subjedb forms of discrimination or

deprivation does not prevent them from being able to

T2yS8s
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stand and fight for their rights as citizens, even when the
odds are against their being successful in achieving the
rights they claim. ES describes these forms of inegualit
and of exclusion within zones of metropolitan sociability
as configuring nombyssal exclusions, that is, forms of
inequality and marginalization which do not exclude, by
denying their status as humans, those who claim their
rights. The struggle for emaipation stands in tension
with the regulatory workings of metropolitan sociability,
but it does not rest upon the systematic use of violence
and dispossession. Is this what happens in the situations
that Medina is describing? What if much of whaepr
ventsthese groups to achieve full citizenship whilevha
ing their cultural difference recognized as a condition for
democratic citizenship in pluralistic society is invisible to
approaches that fail to recognize the existence of &not
er form of sociability, caolnial sociability, and forms of
exclusion which rest upon dehumanizing conceptions
and practices aimed at keeping differences regarded as
non-assimilable or threatening to the unity of a nation
02y O0SABSR 6SAy3

with white, heterossexual and epistemically dominant?

&

These two forms of sociability are divided by a series
of visible and invisible lines, sometimes inscribed in ter
ritorial partitions and segregations, but also through
trajectories and situations that place perss, commuit
ties and social groups under the threat of dehumanizing
violence and dispossession, even within the spatial
02dzy RENRSE 2F aOAQBAf AT SRES
persistent possibility for all those who, because of their
ethnic or racializedstatus, their gender, sexual oriemt
tion, class, religion, age, disability or health condition are
subject to violence in various forms, including those that
are lifethreatening. These forms of violence are linked
to a form of representative heuristicsf identifying the
person with the alleged attributes of a social, ethnic,
racialized or religious group, for instance. The obstacles
in the way of recognition cannot be reduced to inequal
ties that could be addressed through redistributive
policies withinmetropolitan sociability. Their identifée

tion requires procedures that allow those who have

F2dzy RSR

w2nz | NNJAaoOkR2 b dzy

been marginalized, invisibilized, disqualified or radically
excluded to be made visible.

This raises considerable challenges to identifying the
GONRGAOFET NBO2yailNb

tive experience [that] can lead to the empowerment of

conditions allowy 3 |

racial and ethnic groups [and, one could add, other,
N} RAOFtte& SEOftdzZRSR 3INRdzLIA B

and facilitate the open dialogue and mutual undergdan

I YR

ing between cultures and races. The empowerment of

the diverse racial and ethnic groups that compose a

multicultural society and the genuine and continuing

dialogue between them are the preconditions for justice

and equality and for the flourishing of allehmembers

2F adzOK | a20AS8Ge& ¢ o6aSRAYIl Z
Medina goes on to carefully identify the double

AARSR FSIGdaNBE 2F UKAigrac&Al £ 235 ¢

H JT |

tural dialogueof all voices within the group in question;
and anintercultural dialoguebetween goups in which
they articulate their identities vie-3A & S| OKe- 2 § KSNE
dina, 2011: 200)Medina offers here a signal conttib
ti@nyfo how todpgoceétdvidef conditiors dfam@tiopolitsh R
sociability

But the difficulties on the way to this pragmatic pllara
ist dJLINE I OK G2 GKS LINRo6ftSY 2F dada
Locke aptly formulated it, are compounded by the distin
tion between diversity within metropolitan sociability and
radical ¢ or abyssalg exclusion. Are dialogues possible
across the abyssal line? Does tiaim to the recognition
of Silli NBhariigy foh thdse/whd arg” Sbiissally texcluded A & |
provide a ground for intercultural dialogue as is proposed
by Medina? And are there exclusions wirhin groups that
prevent intracultural dialogue to be achieved?

a SRA Y I Qangaydnénd with epistemologies of
resistance and with the insurrectionist challenge togra
matism are significant steps towards concerns that-co
verge with those animating ES. Due to limits of space and
F2N) GKS & 18 2F OfF NAsids- L akKlff
cussion of the insurrectionist challenge (Medina, 2017). A
cuOA L £ AaLISO0 2F aSRAYIQa LRa
Of FaaAOlf LINY3IYFHGAAYQAa F20d

of predictability and controllability as a condition for the
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capacity to wek from an indefiniteturned-problematic discuss one dimension of injustice in relation tcea
situation into a definite situation through inquiry and yIEySte GKS SLAaiGSYAO RAYSyarzys
intelligent action, as postulated by Dewey. But whapha ic understanding oépistemic oppressioand epistemic

LSya AT (GKAA O2yRAGAZ2Y Aad yandurrecoE K 0aSIRMNY Q& LR aAdGA2Y Ad (KF
GGKS SLIAAGSYAO NBlydedNdhtdSy (i 2 FA ndidbtive sfafide @lasé fo the one discussed by

lability must be given up in situations of radical exclusion Medina is taken by ES. But the difference here is that the

and oppression that call for insurrectionary actions and latter is not baed on the identification of and response

LINF Ol AOCSaé¢d IS NRIKGE & ey2( Sio injustitelion th& BasiNd §j dommBéeR yolihunga®  LINJ
RAOGIFOoAEAGE YR O2y{iNRf t | oA flourishing, oF dayfOthe\ &y Ectsl ol resistgnceSandh a G S Y A C
mechanismof complicity with the institutions, practices, struggle against injustice as the grounds on which other

FYyR &20AFt RS&aA3Iya GKIF G LIS Naxjeredebsiadd khovRdgssifibudisheds v EQ ahB RA y | =
2017: 206). Medina goes on to lay out the conditions for described as sociology of emergences.

insurrectionary practices to be recognized, accepted and The sociology of emergences postulates the identif

supported by pragmatists. These dotrdepend just on cation of experiences, knowledges, and practices born
GYSNBte& NBY2QAyYy3 204l @ Sa 8duNBfYhe (stku§gled b Fe¥istaindes gairBtNdivitse

G2N) €3 o0dzi | faz 2y aLINEJARA joans bidppiessifra and dohinaliof. SAI2NMgHOIE A2 v | NB
FOlGA2Y 6AGKAY GKIFG TFNIYSg2 Niffirraatio® dlhcts &f lfréedom Sat, Riftlér Giveh Gndud | &

motivational reasons and/or challenges for insurrection. stances, may turn into collective action for liberation.
These make thenetves present at two levels, treibjec- The practices of daily survival of groups, communities
tive and personaland the collective and institutional and peoples abyssally excluded are part of these forms
Medina connects the two levels througipistemic inst of struggle, as well as the social neavents and forms of
rection Insurrectionist pragmatism thus requires an-e collective action that often reclaim, recreate or reinvent

gagement in resistanceindividual and collective> & S @ S y experiences and stories of past struggles and resistances

when the outcome of such disruption leaves us in the (Santos, 2018a, b, chapter 4).

RENl € 6nHnTO® 28 aklfft 32 ol ORPgait Medihakokfsts alsiarting point oy a réassss y SE
section. But Medina also provides a detailed discussionof Y Sy i 2F [ 201 $Qa dedcihidimg uditg (2 SKI
K2¢g GLINY IYFGAaYQa O2YYALlYS yindivelsiy, refiidg2tdr theSri@essafy st pRoductive

experience as the bedrock of p¥gophical theory and tension between the recognition of diverse ethnic trad

practice is an important point of contact with the insurre tions and collectives within a given national space, and
GA2yAad GNIRAGAZ2YyE D ¢KS S3It thawithelInayyeoesis, NdmyhiicdieKandipartidghaddih RSa ( K
O2YYAGYSyid OFrtta 2y (K& Rdziémniof enddavoiiar gitidengsizdheir2 dittbina g,

placency with and participation in practices, structures, while preserving their capacity to tell their own histories
and institutions that create obstacles tq or simply block and to reconstruct their identities, drawing on their past
CiKS KdzYly Fit2d2NRaKAyYy3d 2F a2eksedencdsandrtheipresent involvements.
aSRAYLlF ARSYGAFASA || ay2NXI (3MISe AWR AR ak 8XKYy {1Ms3 NI Qa g2
matism that is the source of strong normativee-d with Leanard Harris, Medina builds his version of insu
mands: it demands that people take responsibility for rectionist pragmatism on the recognition of a plurality of

facilitatA y 3 S OK 20 KSNDa 7Tfe2 dzZNA &dninyhiles of yesistanchetdrogehdus$ domniliities

spond to injustices that constrain such flourishigg of resistance- that would allow for links to be made of

and the more radical the injustice in question, the GAYRAGARdZ £ F OlGa reofal liB@dA adl yOS
Y2NBE NIRAOIE GKS NBaLRyaS GESRSEREMIS S OFA@ya2¢gTF trRBarAadl yOo
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¢tKS NBazylyoOoS gAiK
striking. But a further condition for resistance is inte
group solidarity. The case advanced by Medina is that of
intergroup @cial solidarity, but his argument is relevant
for a broader range of instances of intergroup solidarity.
How is this to be enacted, considering that it cannot be
taken for granted that groups or collectives not directly
affected by the oppression that gerates resistancevill

be willing to engage in insurrectionist acts in support of
iK2a8 ¢6K2 IINB y2did LINL 27
02y OSNYy¢ ¢cKAA Aa |
GF2N) O2YYdzyAlASa 6Kz2aSs

OHMANLK

marginaliz&®k X
specifically to the case of US society, but he has adsroa
er point, that, again, brings his version of pragmatism
close to ES. How to support and promote the creation of
those forms of intergroup solidarityh Ithe concluding
section ofhis paper, Medina asserts thét ©06 6 2 (i K
epistemic and its political dimension, the radical plura
ism | have developed from pragmatist conceptions of
community and public life suggests insurrectionary -pos
sibilities for resisting racial oppression and for achieving
greater degrees of respect and justice for marginalized
sOOAFt 3IANRdzLIEE ® 9ELIX AOAGTE @
position on a pluralization and contextualization on
585eQa O2yO0SLIiAzya
T2N) FANIKSNI adSLa a2
resistance that incorporates forms of insurrectionary
communication and activism in order to address issues
of social apathy, complicit, and social invisibility, which

are the epistemic side foracial [and, one could add,

wznz2 |

{ I y {2 & Qahe KRdvRdggsihdm aitybf theifexpetiéndeizznd 6

gles to be recognized as forms of knowledge with their
own practices of production, validation, sharing and
transmission. This entaila specific form of cognitive
resistance, aimed at the hegemony of what in shorthand
may be described as epistemologies of the North and
the related forms of knowledge they legitimize and
validate. Epistemic resistance, in many cases, takes the
form of resstance against disqualification, invisikiliz

ik, SiatdihalizativhY &prdphiatiof acaordids tideg 2 F

lenge to building forms of intergroup solidarity is how to
achieve solidarity between groups while at the same
time recognizing and respecting their diverse experien

es and knowledges. This point is of particular relevance

A ywhed thé groups in cpreserce differ in their ontab-

gies, as is often the case when seeking alliances, for
instance, between environmental organizations and-ndi
I3Sy2dza LIS2LI S&a G2 LINBRGSON
der to deal with this difficulty, ES propose to work

throughintercultural translation relating and converging

N&h &hi Ibasis yfdhe tetonitioh NP simjlaRties/ahd tBeF

momentary suspension of differences that seem irredu

BeTcallO 2 Y Yibts[ thus &rafting” aRcontudutzd drokird Yor situated action.
LINE @A Rngercudturay/transldiéh 2sdzyvdys paaff it déekJotiainS Y A O

at suppressing or dissolving cultural differences, but at
finding the partial, situated understandings that make
common action possible, even if these open up durable

and broader forms of engagement beyond the specific

2 0 KSNJ F2 NI &Bhereid thus § 18t dizcdnimorS £ @ situation.

ground between his approach to insurrectionist pragm
tism and ES. But some differences persist.

ES start form the recognition of the existing diversity
of experiencesand forms of knowledge, and how they
relate to different forms of oppression. Cognitive or epis
temic injustice is one of the key dimensions of these
oppressions. It can be briefly described as the denial of
the capacity of peoples, communities and sbgjeoups

to tell their own stories in their own terms and to have

Finaly, this discussion calls for a clarification of the
position and role of the philosopher/scientigttellect-
tual in insurrectionist pragmatism and in ES. ES sustains
that the role of the intellectual should be that ofraar-
guardactor, not of a patkshoving member of vanguard
equipped with the intellectual resources that are lacking
in social groups or movements. Her role is rather to be
able to record, provide testimonial material, contribute

to amplify the claims and voices of those who resist and

NINJA & OF R2

A a

LIndNil Eritedal brNsuppres§iddNGG #hasg Kridwledge2 y O S Ny
& 0 NYEpisténidle; thel sdpfressiof Bfyknowilddgeid b &eig *
2NJ NBYRSNBR AYOJA&A 0 tdinénsiantoivali forms of dhiptdssion. TINS aF rSaldd:
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struggle and bring in, as requested, their specific skills I FNNRA& FAYRA Jowyof pragmatisshag 2 01 SQa

and knowledge. How does the Deweyan intellectual as Ay adl yO0S 2F al @GAlFo6f S LIKAf2a2LIKEe

insurrectionist pragmatist philosopher describe her posi reasoning methods that make the management of abje

tion and her engagement in struggles for social and-epis tion and existential crisis viable, given impossible odds of

temic justice? Here we find some firortant ground b NEf ASFé¢d 1S (GKdza OFffa T2NJ [ 207

cover in future dialogues. clasd O ¢ LINF YL dAradazxs O2yGNAodziAy
abused, subjugated, and humiliated facing existential crisis

CKS ¢AYyadzZNNBOGA2yAale OKIffSYRSAYLRAAAOES 2RRa 2F hNBf ASTéx
ods, terms, words, depiction, explanations, queries, alisp

tKS 02y @SNBSYyOSa 0SGgSSy 9 { sitbny, Rpirif Krdl candepfustNINSECRINIR2SYAA aliE NB & 2

challenge to pragmatism invite further discussion of the (Harris, 2020b: 189). Locke made a landmark contribution

concepts of the abyssal line, of metropolitan versus to the study of race and later of ethnic diversity and of the

colonial soability and of zones of nebeing, and how question of values and their diversity.
iKSe NBazyldS gAGK [ S2y I NR | INNNAGA LEBANIE R¥WAR HKIK K& GSy:
central place he assigns to struggle. of relativism an the need in some situations for certainty
Although they were developed independently, beo and moral imperatives is encoded in how Locke views
FNR | FNNAEQE LIKAf2a2LIKe 02 NJIKZR dz8 & 21K eaQENHeI FIINNABRER HTKB0Z ™
recent engagementsf pragmatism with this approach theme that is central to ES: how to recognize diversity
largely mediated through a return to the critical pragma and the value of difference and diversity withtceembrac-
tism of Alain Locke open up interesting convergences ing relativism and legitimizing difference as inequality (on
with the conception of postabyssal thiimg held by ES. which more in a moment). Harris 00rf dzRS& G KI G a[ 2 C
The discussion of concepts like struggle, suffeondig arguably, was not an insurrgenist. | draw from the
yAGes LINBLRAalIta adOK & | | Ndddesitieatdistingdishddm Kdmlofher pragibansgsitobdlp | y R

the sociology of absences, the sociology of emergences  picture my accont: it is his critical stance that helps me

and the modes of displaying injustice and denial of h intimate an insurrectionist disposition, attitude, spidt

manity, abyssal exclusion and the use of testimonial F2NJ SEIl YLX S ONRGAljdzS 2F WdzyA T2
expressions, representative hastics and the triad of cultural uniformity¢ stereotypes, proprietary culture and

modes of oppression in ES, all these signal interesting  promotion of advocacy aestheticgroup selfexpression,

spaces of dialogue anchored in actual experiences of  anti-colonialism, selfidelity, and selcorf A RSy 0S¢ @ . dzii &

resistance and struggle. at S dSwae 2Ly GKS ljdSadrzy 2F |
I18e 1allsod 27F 1 I NNRaQa Qeds ivdightyosh Sadidaldifhét crificyll, pragmatisnij idzBed G A 2 v

of whether pragmatistgjua pragmatists ommit them- sense that there may be no reason in principle getrict

selves to insurrectionist action on behalf of strangers to possible ways to improve life through human effort or

their own moral community, as is the case of thase limits to modes of valuable forms of cognition andte

intellectuals, professionals, activists, adates ¢ who soningmé K2 R&¢ O FNNRAAS HAHNnoX mdc L

support or actively participate in struggles againgt o In ES, the questions raised by insurrectionigt a

pression and ddwumanizing conditions? In other words, proaches are closely tied to the theme of experience:

I F NNRAAQ& aljdzSNE A& 6 KS§-KSNI vihat SsNiferedtbabaitiithe Fived éxpeNdBce of2tibse LINI
matism that require, as necessary conditions to be a who suffer or are oppressed and the living experience of
LINF Yl GA&GS &dzZLILI2 NI F2 N LI khiise @hol jbin thedr ystruggly' by Aoptian®zNdsds Goésh 2 v ¢

(Harris, 2020a, 181). knowledge relate to these different forms of exper
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ence? What does it mean to struggle outnafcessity, as
the sole alternative to yielding and resignation to suffe
ing and oppression? And under what circumstances can
the living experience of joining and participating in their
struggles be recognized as authentic? (Santos, 2018a,b,
chapter 4)? Theuestion as well as the answer are not
very different from the ones provided by Harris: putting
oneself at risk for the sake of solidarity is the key criter
on for assessing the authenticity of engagement, even
gKSy GKS tAYAG F2N vbdieaa
against persong; except in situations of setfefense.

But the two kinds of experience are different, and the
possibility of sharing them is a lively topic of deb4tén
other words, certain conditions are not ones you can
simply step in, buthey are the outcome of a process
which occurs under certain conditions beyond your
control.t I dzf 2 CNBANBQA
well a willingness to expose oneself to different forms of
discrimination, repression, violence and even risk of
sevae harm or death, but these are entangled in pexti
ular experiences and their conditions and situations.
Teachers and educators of different kinds are among
those likely, under conditions of repression or author
tarian rule, to be the target of repressiomjolence or
persecution. Under current conditions, and in contexts
of strong inequality and exclusion, teaching may become
a highrisk activity, subject to censorship, restrictions,
retaliationsand even physical harm.

As will be discussed in the next §en, Harris meets
Paulo Freire; a major influence on ES, and himselfunfl
enced by Dewey on several points, though they start
from different, even if converging experiences. The
question of defining the responsibility of the intellectual,
the scientist the philosopher, the activist or the aov

cate in not just denouncing injustice and oppression but

14 On this matter, see the exchange between two Dali¢llec-
tuals, Gopal Guru and Sundar Sarukkai (2012, 2019), and the
commentary by Santos (2019a, b, chapter 4) on how they raise
broader questions on the understanding of experience starting
from their different views of being Dalit intellectuals in India,
country with a caste system. This debate provides interesting
contributions to the defense of the continuing centrality of-ex
periencein pragmatism (Pappas, 2014).

W2z ! NINA&AOIFR2 b dzy
FOGAy3a G2 O2yFNRBYy(d Al S@Sy i
GAYSaz 2ySQa fAFST OoNAy3dIa (2 (K

classical pragmatism, as Harris hdiscussed, but also

the problems that pervade radical thinking in its relation
to action. Harris and Freire converge on their support for
insurgent action and on the importance of indignation as
a moving force in any form of struggle against injustice
and oppression. They are also clear on the need for

struggle even when the probabilities of success of lasting

- \@ibry 8rg BleakAod defedk g dekalhl Hoth call for the

YySSR G2 o0StAS@GS Ay (GKS 2dzaiA0S
of whether they are likely toddefeated, and of the role

of moral or religious persuasions as a condition of poss

bility of these struggles. But they differ otherwise in their
conceptions of the importance of religion, faith and

hope, for instance. We shall have a closer look at i

f A0 SNI A 2oftribltiSnRd B3 th e nexti&diczA NS a | &

Buillding on Locke, Harris advances a

view of adversarial traditions [that] does nog-r
quire essentializing the least walff, as if they
were invested with some special truths. Rather,
it requires believing Hat traditions emanating
from adversary voices are likely to perceive eom
munity as a becoming that includes the least
well-off as subjects. If the imagined community
GKFEG A& GKS K2YS 27 i2y$SQa f
ty of the downtrodden, wretched, degraded
raped, victims of cruelty, the object of viceu
ness, they are subjects integral to the conaept
alized community that is to become. Present
traditions may be consideredorrupttions of a
previously existing pristine state of affairs ce-d
meaning practies of a chronically racist society;
in either case, if the least wellff are considered
agents in the moral community, the future is a
becoming in a way that counts the immiserated
¢ any future consensus takes their voices as
meaningful in defining whataunts as consensus
(Harris, 2020c, 267).

And he adds:

Resistance traditions are distinguished by a-co

cern with radical social change for the purpose of

dzy A @SNAI f KdzYty fA0SINI GAZ2Y
ten expressed by arguments for justified methods

of social action to create change, accounts of why
humanity should change, evaluations of cbnd
tions of misery, and depictions of unnecessany u
just conditions and explanations as to why they
exist (Harris, 2020d, 275).
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Harris adds a crucial point whichaf particular interest

in discussions within a broadly understood domain of
postcolonial approaches, and whose salience in current
struggles for memory and recognition of historical and
ongoing collective suffering associated with colonialism
has amplifiedts public visibility: archives and landmarks
of colonial memories and narratives, such as statues and
other artifacts. Herés how Harris states his case:

We need a trace. It is a compelling need. ét d
scribes the agency of our ancestors. There is a
need to know that our ancestors were agents,
whether successful insurrectionists, captured
slaves, entrepreneurs, or basket weavers. It is a
condition of our being. It is what makes our lives
existentially meaningful to us. We record the
meaning, not the univese. An image of theuf

ture gives the sacrifices of the present a meaning
FYR LlzN1}R2 &aSo® hyS TSI idzNB
provides a way to see why traces, embedded in
the records of archives, have an import fag-b
yond the sheer fact of records as memoreasd
why they have that import in a way that has
nothing to do with contributing to a linear hist

NE AY | Y2 NJdne uagokt @fSHek S
sheer existence of archives as repositories is that
they are at least in some cases simultaneaus |
cal tradition sustainers and crafters, thereby
making possible an accord of dignity and honor
to the peoples who authored the collection. That
Aa GKSANI NI OS® o6Xu 9@Sy
become agents of regence, their resistance is
nonetheless in tandem wh the terrain that is

not pre-giveng their trace is the consequence of

their agency (Harris, 2020881¢282)°

A further and significant question raised by ingation-

ist approaches is that okpresentative heuristicand its
effects, and in partiular how it relates to the positive
defense of differences across groups or collectives
against destruction, ethnocide or harm. As stated by
I NNAASX G0KSNB | NB y?2
representative heuristics, that is, without women who
SS (kSyasStogSa I a
category, without persons who see themselves as eepr
senting the interests of the poor, without workers who

see themselves as the embodiment of meritorious traits,

'3 This signals another topic for a productive debate, thesgue
tion of archives and theiimportance for both imperial/hege
monic projects and for the task of demonumentalizing trage
nic forms of knowledge. See the discussiorsantos, 2018a, b,
chapter 9.

0 XU dFrreNB Q&

and without environmentalists who sethemselves as
pressing for the best interest of all sentient beings by
pressing for the interests of environmental G & ¢ 0 |
2020a, 182)This requires a conception of groups that
does not reify them, but also recognizes their existence
as historicallyconstituted collectives- Black people,
Dalits, Roma, indigenous and First Peoples, and any
group, community or population calling for recognition

of their collective existence.

TheFreireanconnection

¢tKS NBtS@lryOoS 27
does not just lie in his acknowledged debt to Deweyan
Pragmatian) buSdlsa in thiK dertral plackJKegholds as a
major inspiration for ES and the way he managed to
work through the tension between struggle andadi

logue, insurgency and democraty.
t AFTSs2N]

struggle and dialogue, the denouncing of oppression in all

Aa

its forms and the announcing and enactment of a vision of
democracy that bears a strong mark of Deweyan cpnce
tlois. TOe\ dertrdlity yraedutatiaB ari@aknidzy &n& hisi 2
recurrent use of the ternmpedagogyto describe his e-
gagements with oppression and injustice as well as his
commitment to democracy should not be allowed to
conceal his broader influence in matters ranging from
epistemology to politics,ethics and communication,
among others. This pervasive influence is felt in the-co
spicuous presence of Freiiespired approaches in pop

lar education and in participatory, collaborative and non

itly on ES, which in turn draws on readings of Freira-(Sa

NB LINE a Sy (i Atg5320184d, b)Y Bap@r 11)a My givn 2xpeRichicelas @ S

researcher committed to the kind of collaborative, Ron

'8 A series of collections of previously unreleased writings and
assembling public i&NBISyYy i A2y & RdNAyYy3I (KS
life have been published after his death in 1997. They provide
important clues and materials that help in clarifying the develop
ment of his thinking and action over time and across the different
contexts he wa involved with, including responses to critiques to
the limits of his earlier position&reire, 2000, 2001, 2005a).
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extractivist research advocated by E®$ engagements
with struggles and initiatives related thealth, environ
ment and popular education in Brazilhas been deeply
influenced: Y R Ay aLJA NBR
CNBANBQa dzLJo N yaholif Bnvitbs/ |
ment in Northeastern Brazil was a major influence in his
Ad OAAAD

particular blend of thinking and intervening which- i

0e

outlook and commitment, and ity I NJ

cluded Christiasinspired progressivism, a proximity to
radical political action inspired by marxism and liberation
struggles throughout the world and an approach to edu
cationwithala& G Ay 3 A YLINR Y i
583SeQa AYLINRYy(Od Aa
butions to education policies in Brazil in the late 1950s

and early 60s, and in particular his pioneering aed r

Yy26ySR 62NJ 2y | RdzZ G fAdGSNI
AYTEdzSyO0S 2y CNBANB KI a
LINEEAYAGE (2 G(KS g2N] 27

in the debates aneéxperiences on the reform of edae
tion in Brazil. Beyond direct references to Dewey, Freire
revealed, throughout his lifand work, an affinity with
585658Qa ARSIa 2y SRdzOFGAZ2Y
commented on. His commitment to education during
what came to be known the Populist Era in Brazil was
influenced by Dewey, but mostly through the work of
Brazilian reformers whavere in turn inspired by Dewey,
& dzOK Il yNaA2 ¢SAESANI

211). There is a tendency across comments on Dewey

I a 2 NJ
and Freire to treat their relation as one of affinity or
converging views. Munaro summarizes thus a widely
shareda®2 dzy i 2F 5S4SeQa
Selty (K2dAaAKG SOK2SR
work as an announceckesearch field that was scarcely
explored in the attempt to understanding how Deweyan
thought contributed to the conceptual weaving de-
Y2ON} 0 FyR SRdzOF(GA2YyE
58488Qa AYyFidSyOS ara
work on adult literacy in the late 1950s and early 60s.
Beisigel (2008), in what remains the best account of
CNBANBQa SINIe 62N coneRr

offers a comment that goes in the same direction, refe

2 F (S5 wASE GRBRACRBANE

badzy ISERE SiEn CINS ANBRED | LILINE | OK
LI NJi ikfiOetutet b Bnéincré&asing proxintty toh povertg BEA NB Q &

w2nhnz | NNA&EOFR2 bdzy

ring to the direct and indirect influence of Dewey on the
popular education initiatives in Northeastern Brazil
RdzZNAYy3 GKS t2LJdzZ A&did 9N} & CNBANS

CNB A NB Qahilgia BMledin Clé and his later work on education

réfdknNAnd politiesyafter his return to Brazil bear the

same mark, even if not explicitly acknowledged. Munaro

68N GENBANRBRERASR | O2YLI NI §AGS |
CNBANBQa ¢2N)] & I sl& 2F | RRNB
and differences and of assessing possible Deweyar influ
Sy0Sa 2y CNEeishig the exBidr@diel ¢
Sy0S G2 584688 Ay CNBANBQA wmdppd

2T 5S4 S efarancest@ Adumdber of authors who were influenced
I LILJF NI ybyiDeuiey (se€ AsMI& dilibetyzand®rred|2001). O 2 v (i NJA

Munaro calls for a comprehensive engagement with
CNBANBQa 62N)] LRSSNBR lj dz
@2y OB ASREOH NB2 i@ 585 FRAF R Ay
CLNIBNENLBNREF G €

08 (o2

Iy N ACANZS ACNSSAGEAS Al NBLIN Ridn GfiSifeTERy yadk d& Al3 2N

pervaded by a sense of learning as a practice based on
active and participatory, collective approaches, and
building on the discovery of generative words and defin
tions 6f HeDdtativi thémes th&s&dyon the: dd@aI&Iarg of
subjects and workd through with them.Conscieti-
zationas the name of the process of becoming a subject
2F 2ySQa tAFTST 2F NBFRAYy3I (KS ¢
explicit aim of the process, in what can easily beneo

Lk ERBRYy &e2 EBESBHRBQéaayf NBER NN AWBESE
in a context where the idea of development and the role

of literacy and education in it converged with attempts

at broadening the franchise in order to create the cand

A YWF £ dzS yiodsSfor AgveldpiNEBAtNIN rodnX and 8nergy. The
RA NB O f procebsyhawever/ Wak Mrgi bydthe 1964 ndlikkdy A NB Q &

coup and the establishment of a militacwil dictata-
ship which ruled over Brazil for the next two decades.

In the late 1960s, and after having been forced into
2 SRdz
en, immiserated and exclude populations in the Third

World, and with the rising tide of insurrectionist and

A (0 arevdligohakyrekighdnde antl ypReaval,2&péaclally in Latin

America. The most powerful, lasting and luetial
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statement of this period i®edagogy of the Oppressed autonomy and duress, appeals to dialogical engagement
(2005b), a work which still bears a recognizable mark of and calls for struggle. These are, | shall argue, key topics

Deweyan contributions to conceptions of learning. But it F2N) NBOKAY1AYy3 CNBANBQa NBazyly

also shows how the experience of oppression arg di pragmatism in a Deweyan key, but also with the critical

possession may breed knowlgel In one crucial aspect, and insurrectional challenges ttassical pragmatism.

Freire departs from the Deweyan progressimeliorist One significant theme that is recurrent and pervades

approach: the centrality of insurgency and struggleasa £t 2F CNBANB QA 62N)] Aa Kia Oz2y
condition for conscientization. This brought to the fore a affective dimension of learning, knowing and acting. His

key problem for progressive approaches to democracy conception of knowledge arising from the inextricable

and education: the divide between metrogiban popub- relation of reason and affect is central to the notions of

tions and societies and the massive exclusion of what at sentipensar- literally, feelingthinking, borrowed from

GKS GAYS sl a OFffSR (KS ¢ KA Mivther hadjd iRfiené N2 Chlgmbi@NsBclolNg®siaaid ( S NIV &
the oppressed. This came to be a major influence on the pioneer of participatory actiomesearch Orlando Fals

notion of abyssal divide and abyssakclusion which is a Borda- or corazonar a concept arisinfom indigenous

central and differentiating feature of EShe figure of peoples of the Andean region (Guerrero, 2016; Santos,

the oppressed, broadening the range of those under the 2018a, b, chapter 5). These, in turn, underpin theadv

sway of capitalism and colonialism beyond the tradlitio cacy, by ES, of its conception of researchiith ¢ rather

Ff al NEALFY 62NJAy3 Of I ad o yhah oKccgnimunftids, dgraups Rmdil-satial Grbv@raents, dzo |
tenorFag y Qa ¢ NBGOKSR 2F (KS 9 linMdviKgoall sediskid #id dctS &F learniny and Bnowing

towards a conception of education which was to be through listening, touching, seeing, tasting and smelling,
promoted well beyond institutionalized education and reason and affect. One is reminded, here, of the i
schools. Over the following years, Freire incorporated in portance of faith and religion as sustaining the mativ

to his view the insights and the experiences oflitgy tional force behind struggle and insurrectioarter

with colonialism, racism, sexism and patriarchy and all (2003: 6162), in a comment on Harris, notices how the
F2NXa 2F 2LIINBaaiz2y FyR @i 2chlS o nSurectomMBentiiRd By HarlisLaNGgs ldigc (1 2
education, to the role of experience, to participatory re sion of Black traditions of resistance in the context of the
search and to a broadening of what counts as kralge United States (but one finds the same trend in other
opens up a promising dajue with radical and insuree contexts as wellpre associate, for the most part, with
GA2yA&G FLILINREF OKS& 6AGKAY LiNdvéemeértsiof a ¥eblgious yiduredaR hagkgroupd? ThisS Q &
ONRGAOFE LINF3AYIFGAAY | yR | | Nadlsfoteh ackdéwletighanpdf IKedlimits &f Njsondgias 2 F
struggle and all of the insurrectionist tradition the latter a way of turning the recognition of injustice into calls to
claims. Recent collections of interventions, lettérger- action, even if the odds are against their success. Faith

views or public presentations, posthumously organized and a kind of hope that acknowledges these odds appear

and published, highlight themes that were recurrent in Fa ¢Sttt a ONHzOALFf NBaA2dz2NDOSaE Ay
CNBEANBQa fATS YR 62NJ] 3 0 dziandatleR Ml R difietent exPdjietmied & ingti§aicy il

ence in the later years of his life, expressed in hisusing different countries, regions and continents is wadicu

lar idiom, bringing togethethe force of indigndon, the mented.

hope for possible futures as dreams and instances of Culture circles asenues for learning and knowing,

unprecedented but viable worlds or situations ¥ S RA (i 2deep listening, the relation between knowledge and
@ A 1),dH& tshaky path of tolerance or the horizon of ignorance and the incompleteness of all forms of knowl

liberation. All this in a play without guarantees between edge, the relation between the word and the world,
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reason and affect, the importance of the aesthetic in
social life the recognition of the diversity of forms of
democratic and community life are part of the lasting
f S3r08 2F CNBANBQa
and they come close to topics dear to Deweyan and
Lockean versions of pragmatism.

This Deweyan ood, though, was tempered band
stood in tension with, a radical commitment to those he
named the oppressed, which is most visibleEdagogy
of the OppressedPO), one of the most influential texts
of all times in the fields of education and human an
social sciences. PO bears a strong imprint of the time of
his writing, amidst the upheavals in Latin America feilo
ing the Cuban revolution and insurrections in several
countries where what Eduardo Galeano aptly named the
opening veins of Latin America weassociated with US
imperialism and dictatorships and authoritarian rule, and
more widely with Third World struggles against coldnia
ism and for national liberation.

The radical edge of PO has proved to be remarkably
relevant until the present, at a timef the normalization
of a state of exception for most of the world population.
ButAl NI AaSa lj dzS acardma-y

ment to conceptions of education and democracy in

iKS

spired by Dewey fit comfortably with that radical move.
In how far did itLJdzt ¢ KAY | g1l &
and meliorist approach, and from pragmatism as aghil
sophical current? A different question, hewer, could

be asked: are there versions of pragmatism thatores
nate with those features of the Freirean approach that
seem to move away from Deweyan conceptions?

The answer is yes, but with qualifications. Again, we
face here the question of affinity, resonance and conver
gence, rather than direct or indirect influence. If we take
this path, we get to recognize some faiamilfeatures of
CNBANBQa fFGSNI 62N] Ay
FYR Ay [S2YIFINR | FNNR&AQA
Over time, the category of the oppressed seemed to
morph into categories subject tepresentative heurs-
tics, with its broaening and diversification, encomas

ing a range of forms of violence, suffering, injustice and

fAFSE2N]

w2nhnz | NNA&EOFR2 bdzy

discrimination, from race and gender to nationality,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and others.

CNBANBQa FFTTAyAGE gAGK 55558 Qa
persigtR to Be2sdmy, R Ris/cancaptioF df theScgndn@ity of Ay 9 { =
experiencebased knowledge and critical knowledge,
characterized by what Freire calls overcomisgpera
cen),Zrather than rupture. But In fact, that passage is a
possible outcome of encounterstween forms of scie-
tific/critical knowledge and common sense knedte.

The starting point, though, always comes from the exp

NASYyOS 2F &adzonaSdia IyR GKSAN OF
Both kinds of knowledge are chatadzed as configua-

tions of knowedge and ignorance, whereby each kind

displays knowledge and ignorance of different things

Freire, 2000, 106). The process of sciertization pro-

vides a description of how these forms of knowledge

mutually engage. The distinction between bankingied

cdion and dialogicaproblematiing education at the

O2NB 2F CNBANBQa LWLISRIF3I23e | yR
aiNRy3fe 556504 02y OSLIiAz2

intelligent action as a counterpoint to the conformist

g AlK

and instrunental conception of learngn and knowledge

2 Fthatsukderpirs hagden@NdSfariusSof éducation. Culture

circles, generative words, generative thes were the

main tools of this approach.

FNRBY 5 S & paitial donveiferica of Wewayland Freire which also

displays a key difference is the notion of siioatas the
setting of intelligent action (for Dewey) and insurgent
liberatory action (for Freire). For Dewey, the identification
of an indefinite situation and its definition as problematic
situation lies at the core of how to produce knowledge
aimed at responding to the situation while learning in the
process. The capacity to think that brings up original ways
of dealing with a situation, as stated by Dewey, does not

consider how these new or original thoughts and the

I £ I Jagfiond tieatdre\Bleadito n@aiNdusiain @inforce deldtibnd Y I G A & Y
LIK A 6f domnddtidia 2oppiessibid/ dis@ridutiation & explaitatidizd 3 S ¢

or how they can foster or support the struggle against
oppression. For Freire, limit situations, such as those that
have become permanent features of the life of thp-o

pressel, when the possibility of a decent living andefre
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dom seem unreachable, challenge conformism and-asso
ciate knowledge and learning with struggle. A statement
2T CNBANBQa
description of the knovaddge of slurrdwellers, a setting
6KSNE a2yS €SI Nya
stubbornness is it possible to weave a life where it is
nearly absent or denied with deprivation, with threat,

gAGK RSALIANE 6AGK 2FFSyas
CNBEANBQa 62N

is a permanent feature of his lifelong commitment to the

A consequence& T

cause who those who suffer and struggle, run through by
a tension between the creation of forms of solidarity
that allow the oppressed to emerge as subjects ddith
own histories, working through their differences and
conceptions of community, and his strong endorsement
of and participation in forms of struggle whose prime
mover is the denouncing of injustice, suffering and-vi
lence in its diverse forms and thersggle to defeat
them, even when the odds seem to be against them.
Hope thus figures prominently in the vocabulary of

liberation proposed by Freire, in ways and with eon

@ kbasddhkylclledgeFis RS E LISWA By O SRS A ONA o6 SR

both their importance and their urgency. The current
situation of a convergence and synergy of crises1co

i KNP-P&- (G KS
0 NP difh Kufiprecédented K S

aKz

RSYAO¢ KI & F 2 NB

az22y Sy 2 dadbilityi Kranfe of igsties that KaMe bdzsh Fongdink-8o5 NJ

cerns of both pragmatism and ES. A provisional and

necessarily incomplete list would include topics like

ljustiRe Bdid Ainjusticed EpisIBrRdMBIeS and1 ontoBgies, T 0 ®
6 Akindkvledijdé Sind 2xpedsds, aedofdles of knowledges

and practices, exclusion, violence and suffering, exper
ences of resistance and struggle, conceptions of dignity,
forms of democracy and citizenship, aesthetics, the
question of hope and its relation to struggle, among
other topics. The convergences and differences explored
in this paper may thus be read as an invitation to further
discussions and joint engagements with the challenges

that are before us.
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ABSTRACTn the last decades, several scholars have
reviewed the official genealogy of pragmatism and have
challenged the orthodox narrative of its origins. The
paper vindictes the legacy of Jane Addams, Charlotte
Perkins Gilman and Anna Julia Cooper, who were active
in the foundations of both movements, feminism and
pragmatism, but their contributions remain, until now,
barely acknowledged. Following Charlene Haddock- Seig
fNBARQ& & @rAghatiani an@ BEémikisyh: Rewea

ing the Social Fabri1996), that pragmatist feminism
during the progressive era lacked a theory of oppression,
a critical examination of their social phsiophies is 6

fered in order to prove that theydid have original
thoughts on oppression. An epistemology of the-o
pressed is preented in three senses. First, it looks at
WI yS | RRI Y&ouse résifeRts dodial éxperi
mentalism as a form of producing almost simakausly
social knowledge andconcrete social interventions.
{SO02yRx Al GF18& /KFENI2GGS
2 ffLILISNE +& |y SEI YL}ias
tion to denounce the gender bias of our androcentric
culture, which might be an effective means to prevent
human costs derived from male domination. Third, it
NEO2@SNB ! yyl WdzZ Al
negation that affects groups suffering multiple forms of
oppression, as Black women of the South, as an inherent
danger of the implicit, unconscious dyn&s of exal-
sion within activism. To conclude, the paper proposes
paths for further research in the direction of a radical
feminist and pragmatist approach to social philosophy
based upon the perspective of the epistemology of the
oppressed.

Keywords pragmatist feminism, oppression, class, gen
der, race

1. Feminism and Pragmatism: The Missing Epistemo
logies of the Oppressed

Pragmatism, as many other philosophical traditions, is
experiencing a silent but nevertheless profound revolu
tion. More attentbn is currently being paid to philoghi-
OLf YR LREtAGAOIE FAIdz2NBa
2NJ aaSO2yRINEE AY
the foundations of the movement. Therefore, it is bago

ing more and more usual to find papers, ptexrs and
even volumes that vindicate the role played by Jade A
dams, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Anna Julia Coper, W.E.B.

du Bois, Mary Parker Follett, among others, in the fand

27T
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tion of the pragmatist philosopﬁy These theorists were
often neglected or @lyed down by the orthodox geneal

gy of the Classical Pragmatists. Their recovery runs parallel
to the addressing of race, class, gender, and or/sexual
orientation by pragmatist social and political philosophers
(Collins & Blige 2016; Fischer 2020; Hamaing2009;
Seifreid 1991, 1996; Sullivan 2015, 2020; West 1989;
Whipps & Lake 2016). Particularly, feminist pragmatists
have insisted upon the fact that women pragmatists of the
progressive era were not only contributing to the same
extent to the foundatiorand consolidation of pragmatism

as the white men in the areas of Boston or Chicago: they
were original thinkers in their own right (Fischer 2019;
CAA0KSNJ wnunT 5883ty wmeppnT
RS32 {SAIFTNBAR mMppmX

exhaustive genealogy of pragmatism should include them,

DI NI
Hamp T Mddc
but not as mere appendixes of the men enrolled im-ac
demic institutions (Chicago, Harvard, Columbia, etc), but
el thét %Téﬂ th&%éb it 6}% Ré (20

0K & p Taos? cgrpplex RSOk Ul gIpop exiendlieS s
conversations, casual affinitieed reciprocal influences.

The constitution of a pragmatist feminism is due to

/ 2 2 LIS NI the wak pfymany yvamen piagniaksts wioywgre weg 3 A O €

ing on both pragmatism and feminism, and who were
looking for an integrative framework that could syeth
tize the pragmatist badkound and methodology with
the feminist agenda. In this context, the bo&kagma-
tism and Feminism: Reweaving the Social Fai89©6)

by Charlene Haddock Seigfried has been considered a
seminal work. The book raised central and intriguing
guestions. For xample, | take the following as fuad
mental for the future of pragmatism: why have the
women of the progressive era been ignored not only by
the pragmatist orthodoxy, but also by the feminist mai
stream theories?The main accounts of feminism follow

a sot of chronological schema and/or a systematization

GRKFU BSNBE OZYaARSNBR aYlNBHBAYLfE
The volumeAmerican Philosophy. From Wounded Knee to the
27T

good example ofttis. It includes chapters on Indian Philosophy,

on Feminist Philosophers (Margaret Fuller, Anna Julia Cooper,

Jane Addams, Charlotte Perkins Gilman) and it addresses the

guestion of race through philosophers and activists from the

past and present (W.E.Bu Bois, bell hooks, Angela Davis,-Cor

nel West, Audre Lorde, among others).

2L OFtf SR UKARAS YOAKYSA adiLaNI SyYA- Jivaka G Y R L
GKSNJ RS@OSt2LISR (KA& 1jdSaiAzy dzakRry {
zation of the problem in Miras Boronat (2020a).
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in feminist schools or trendsThe chronological schema
dzaSa I GSYLRNI
that most of the women of the progressive era were
suffragists and that they were writing abbtopics that
are central for the feminists past and present, it iskstri
ing that their contributions are barely acknowledged in
the history of feminism.

One of the causes of the oblivion of the women of
the progressive era has surely to do with the way i
which pragmatists have built the narrative of its own
origins. Concerning feminism, however, the question is
more difficult to answer. Siegfried posed an interesting
hypothesis to which | would like return because | think it
has been insufficiently disssed within feminist and
pragmatist scholarship. Seigfried writes:

It seems that the women working most closely
with the male pragmatists were more interested
in disproving notions about the inferiority of
62YSY YR AYLNRGAY3
thanwith designating the situation as oppressive
2N GKS2NAT Ay 3 |
lems in the culture and practice of mgyny. The

male pragmatists cannot be blamed for not i
O2NILRNFdGAYy3 | G(KS2NE 27
their writings if thewomen pragmatists who did
incorporate wo¥ Sy Q& A &adzsSa Ayiz?
did not themselves develop a specifically fem

nist theory of oppression (1996, 105)

L LI NILAFETfEe@

although 1 think she has a point. Waow that there
existed some exchanges between women and people of
color writing on oppression, power, domination, and

other related phenomena during the first decades of the

® Feminismo para principiantg€sH n M0 6& b g NX |
popular history of feminism in Spanish speaking countries; pre
sents a typical waveerialization in the first half of the book. The
Handbook~eminist Thought. A More Comprehensive thiation

by Rosemarie Tong, which has been edited and reedited at least
five times, is a good example that combines systiragon with
chronology. The fifth edition released in 2017, in which Tina
Fernandes Botts is added as-editor, includes chaers on:
liberal feminism, radical feminism, Marxist andcisdst feminists,
womenof-colorfeminims(s) in the United States, womeft
color-feminism(s) on the World Stage, psyahalytic feminism,
carefocused feminism, ecofeinism; exitential, poststuctural

and postmodern feminisms; thirdiave and queer feminisms.
There are no specific sections on pragist feminism. The
Blackwell Guide to Feminist PhlIoso;:(BQO?) edited by Linda

al NINy 1f02FF FyR 9@
2yildtAy | OKI LIISNI SyidAadt SR
Shannon Sullivan.

602dzi b-ikKS Ol
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20" century, but they were barely documented. They

ASNA L € AT I ( havy attemyted dat bnf $oadgodnce /artl \EritidizR $alR y 3

political subordination of women and other collectives,
but were also figuring out ways of empowering them as
well. But did they all have a theory of oppression that
could explain its causes and devise strategies &r r
sistance tahe same extent?

Indeed, it is doubtful whether a single systematie-th
ory of oppression within pragmatism can be found. If we
are to agree with Iris Marion Young, as she posed the
question in 1990, the term oppression was incorporated
into our political wcabulary in the 1960s and 1970s by the
most prominent civil rights movementswomen, Blacks,
Chicanos, Puerto Ricans and other Spasistaking
Ameicans, American Indians, Jews, lesbians, gay men,
Arabs, Asians, old people, working class people, and the

mentally and physically disabled. They shared the apsum

g 2 Y Sy Gdn thht Ghé datieties &f Ahdirdebcial ’s@fgfings were not

aBt fo §% expée.?sed éthgovgg )tp?zligera’_ Rﬁlﬁcal language.
C2NJ 0KA& NBlFazysz (KSe lolyR2ySR
7SN R R PV g IanE TSN 2

tions that were structural and that not only to explain the

umrélflsmj\ct%‘]ns IEJf ¥h|é Fegealas{/\sf%m, but also of the habits,

beliefs, and attitudes of the dominant groups, even of the
KeLRGKSaAa
A conplementary account of the conceptual history of
2LIINBaarzy Aa (2 &slyzReidgy R
Oppressiomb H nnc 0O ® [/ dZRRQa

GSNY da2LIINBaarzyé Aa

Ay 1
KeLRGKSaAa

i KiS NBadz G
tion of different political genealogiesh& finds only one
i K SevidtfaNY Ay ¢ K:
where he described the state of nature as oppressive. The
2yte gte G2 SalOFLIS 2LILINBaaiz2y A
for there is no other way by which a man can secure his
life and A 6 SNIi & ¢ Mdphy =
LRtAGAOLIE 3ISySItz23e KLFa O2AySR

61 2600854 cTO®
refer to different things. Fathers of the American Revol
tion like Thomas Jefferson, or famous interpreters of it,

understood oppression as the result thfe tyranny of a

CSRSNJ YA uqoan@tmov;er@memv@or therfentinists offtrse%larsl B9 vix sa a2
Gt Ny 3 Y ry oppressmn is equaa%ed W|ﬁ1 the socnalknL#enor&@ o€
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of the women and explained through habits and camve
tions. Mary Wollstonecraft used it in a similar way in her
Vindication of the Rights of Womaf1792). Socialists and
communists related oppression to economic exploitation
(Cudd 2006, €B).
c2ft2¢gAy3a [/ dZRRQA
account of oppression there is again no mention of
pragmatist political philosopherfom past or present.
This should not be surprising: if most pragmatist political
philosophers barely know the works of those who would
have something to say about oppression within their
own tradition, it is not surprising that political philoso
phers nd working within a pragmatist framework have
little idea of how pragmatism can contribute to a sys
tematic theory of oppression. In this paper, | will defend
the viability of the pragmatist epistemologies of the
oppressed, assuming that the ones who werargind-
ized by the pragmatist official genealogy do indeed have
relevant and fruitful thoughts on political oppression
starting from the perspective of their own experience.
¢tKS SELINBaarzy
explored in the following enses. First, | will pay atte
tion to the form of social experimentalism of Jand-A
dams and the HulHouse resident as a methodology that
aims at the production of social knowledge that leads to
concrete social interentions. Second, | will introduce
the writings of Charlotte Perkins Gilman as a critique to
our andracentric culture. And third, | will reconstruct the
implicit ontological critique of racism in Anna Julia
/ 22 LISNDR& SNAGAYyIEAD

2 KAT S
together may not yet constitute aystematic pragmatist
and feminist theory of oppression, but they represent, in

my view, important steps towards it.

2. Jane Addams and the Hilouse Residents: Social
Experimentalism and the Production of Social Knowledge

Among the women of the progssve era, Jane Addams
(1860;1935) is surely the most wekhown, probably
because she has been the only philosopher to be dwar

ed a Peace Nobel Prize in 1931 and because she was

bgNALF {F NI aAiNIa

involved in a variety of social causes: enfranamiset,
inclusion of women ath immigrants in the government,
abolition of child labor, fight against juvenile crime,

support of unions, internationalism, pacificism, etc. She

did all this as founder and resident of the Hdbuse,

I NB dzY Sy {i lthé do8iaf ettlemnghthak Sheldpehet! yoGethediividal ié

college friend Ellen Gates Starr in 1890.

It is difficult to find a single definition to explain, to the
contemporary reader, what a social settlement intended
to be. The social settlement movement started in England
and Addams became the inspirationr fdullHouse during
her second travel to Europe. She visited Toynbee Hall, the
settlement opened in 1884 by Samuel and Henrietta
Barnett in East End, London. Social settlements were
charitable institutions ruled according to the principles of
Christian chaty. The Barnetts were members of the
Anglican Church, for instance. Jane Addams and Ellen
Gates Starr, however, distanced themselves of the Chris
tian background and focused on the cooperative and

democratic character of the settlement. In the cores

aSLIAaiGSyY2t 23 pondenEe béetkedn thel thoNieadE Bidhths bafaré the o6 S

opening, they agreed upon the basic ethical mission of the
settlement. They were to work mainly with immigrants
teaching, following an ethics of cooperation and renr
sistance to establish egalitarian socialations between
all classes (Knight 2005, 1aB84).
Addams and Starr moved in September 1889 tot-Has
ed Street in the 18 Ward of Chicago. It is difficult to
AYF3IAYS K2g Al ¢2dd R KIwWS 06SSy

(i HaByzd&preseld N&rSpolitdnEared. ThtySeRpeiefickd|aS y

dizzying rate of growth: from 4000 inh#nits in 1837 to
one million in 1890 (Fischer 2019, 24). About 855 000
people were born abroad, 18 nationalities were registered
in the district (V.V.A.A. 1989, 7). As the social settlement
was established there, the district directory listed nine
churches and 250 saloons (Menand 2001, 308). The two
young women would let nothing discourage them and,
shortly thereafter, others would join them for short or
long stays. HulHouse had eminent visite like Emma
Goldman, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Peter Kropotkin,

Beatrice and Sydney Webb, among others. Alice Hamilto

. 2N
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Florence Kelley, Julia Lathrop and Mary McDowell, for
example, were coordinating social projects as lemn
residents and became insimental in many refornis In
1925, at least twenty out of 60 residents had spent twenty
years or more at Hulouse (V.V.AAA. 1989, 12). The
mission of HWHouse was stated in its charter as follows:
G¢2 LINBOARS
institute and maintain educational and philanthropic
enterprises, and to investigate and improve the conditions
AY GKS AYyRAZAGNAIFt RA
HullHouse was ruled according to these principles until
2012, as it was reconwted into the Jane Addams Hull
House Museurh

The settlement as a social project was very successful
and grew much more than what its original residents
could have envisionédThey had a playground, art exhib
tions, a nursery, a kindergarten, and a scHoolchildren.
In addition, HulHouse hosted clubs, arts, music classes,
and reading groups led by Hlbuse residents but also in
cooperation with the neighbors. Helouse was therefore
much more than a philanthropic institution. Maurice

Hamington cali A G &l LINY 3YIF GAad

OHNNMZ HpULD [ 2dzA a
FG2NBEE OHNAMI
Gt AGAYy3I SEIFYLES 27F |

AGNAOG &

aSyl yR NBFENR dMNE
Hnc O-4Houe avhelat | i fghﬁ HEqoe c{b??ﬁ’eé gs4o, tge trained qye of the phys
d2vvay RAEY S0 59T B Re®

is a willingness to tackle the problem using work
hypothesis that guide the collection and ime
pretation of data or facts. Both theory and
method are viewed as tools to address the Ipro
lematic situation. In addition, the community is
linked throughparticipatory democracy. Theap
rameters of the problematic situation andpa
proaches to resolution are shaped by the inter
action of the community and the facts. The

OSy (i SNJ Ti8 NJ KA 3 deSdtratio xathinlhity lalédRtakes AnfoAakccbuntt A FS T

values/ideals such as freedom, equality arffl-e
ciency as it considers goals and objects. The
three key ideag problematic situation, scientific

a{ttltugeKﬁ %hlp%[t gato%/zbc:gr%i@c% re|n MWy s mnpo e

force eac er. (Shields

In the following pages, | would like to introduce one of the

most signiicant projects of the Hulouse: The HuM

House Maps and Papeid895), coordinated by Jane

Addams and Florence Kelley, as a result of the activity of

HuH 2dza8Qa O2YYdzyAaide 2F Ayljdzi NE
situation that acted as a catalyst for the formatiohthe
O2YYdzyAle FNB aiGKS LINRPOESY& 3TN
GA2yaé¢ la GKS O2YLX SiSniGAlGES 27
nounced. In the general comments to the maps by Agnes

Sinclair Holbrook the observations and collected data by

;tgeﬁi$eﬂt% made aplgaxle )}hflt peoplle }9]‘ the neighbe

ayzuAOSIvozf(f}\ 2dp/QREISeN:E\}\I SR

NHA BRE 550 By GES N

their gata inspired by the precedent establlshed by

Addams, the caring S| RS NJ Y S R326){i &dNde 6 H 10

to her description of what defines a pragmatist comriaun

ty of inquiry:
Common to all communities of inquiry is a focus
on a problematic situation. The problematicusit
ation is a catalyst that helps or causes theneo
munity to form and provide a reason to under
take inquiry.Most problematic situations require
further investigation and action (i.e. inquiry).
Second, members of the community of inquiry
having a scientific attitude to the prdgmatic
situation. The scientific or experimentaltiadde

“The almost complete list of residents and visitors is to find in
the Jane Addams Papers Project:
https://janeaddams.ramapo.edu/abotipne-addams/hult
houseresidents/(last accessed 07/06/2021).

®Webpage of the Jane Addams Hdtiuse Museum:
https://www.hullhousemuseum.org/abouthe-museum(last
accessed 06/07/2021).

® Already in the first years, Hetlouse welcomed about 2000
visitors each week (V.V.A.A., 2013: 229).

Chales Booth (184G Mmdbmc O A Y
Ayidz2 GKS [AFS FyR [lo0o2daNJ 2F (KS
1900 ¢K2aS8S Yzald 1y26y LINRBRAOU
a | L3aThe social survey that led to the Hdlbuse po-

[ 2iigRiyy Sy GAdt

"It is difficult to find concrete information about Agnes Sinclair
Holbrook (lowa, 186¢ California, 1896). Tiks to the blog of

the statistics expert Sharon Lohr, | discovered that Holbrook
had studied at Wellesley College and attended classes ih-mat
ematics, chemistry, physics, zoology, and psychology along with
literature, rhetoric, religion and history. Shecadved her bace-
f2NRa Ay aOASyOS Ay wmMydpHI-IyR
House. She was the person who designed and constructed the
maps and took all the graphic decisions. She lived in Chicago
almost until her death, few days before turning 29. See:
https://www.sharonlohr.com/blog/2020/6/11/hulhouse
mapsagnesholbrook(last accessed 07/06/2021).

8¢2 t£SINY Y2NB lozdzi .220KQa
the webpage on Charles Booth at the London School of Ec
nomics:
https://booth.Ise.ac.uk/learrmore/what-were-the-poverty-
maps(last accessed 07/06/2021).

a K2 NJ

LINE 2801
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Casasseca (2016), the social survey was one of the most by those who share household costs (V.V.A.A. 2013, 20).
interesting cartographic experiences of the age Residents also identifit o NP (G KSf #ul dregR & R 2 dzo

The residents collected datelated to the housing
conditions, nationalities, and incomes. The quantitative
results of the data are represented in two maps who
show the relative distributions in the tenements: the
map of wages and the map of nationalit&sThat the
residents were riterested in the intersection of these
two factors¢ nationality and income is intriguing. The
residents must have had some intuition about how these
factors were congenial in the adaptation of immigrants
in the metropolitan area of Chicago. That they reve
producing genuine social science becomes clear from
this remark by Holbrook:

LG A& oX6 K2LISR dKFdG GKS

the conditions shown in the maps and papers

may be of value, not only to the people of Ghic

go who desire to correct and acaie infor-

mation concerning the foreign and populous

parts of the town, but to the constantly increa

ing body of sociological students more widely

scattered. (V.V.A.A. 2013, 11)

In examining the facts produced by the survey, some
implicit assumptions conering family life were cha

f SYyaSRd C2NJ Ayaidl yO0Ss gKS
LR2NIa KA& 26y Tl YAf@é
always the case: women and children had to work, too.
They discovered that in the tenements families from
different nationalities were obliged to share the kitchen
and live crammed into tiny apartments. And there was
Fftaz + aA3ayaTaolryl
had to move from time to time because of the irregidar

ty of employment. For this reason, in the éduepre-

° | thank my friend and dieague from the Geography Depar
YSyid Fid GKS
directing my attention towards the conceptual innovations
implied in theHulFHouse Maps and Papeidy reflections are,
to a large extent, based upon our fruit conversations on
Addams, Kelley and the Hilbuse residents.

The maps are available here:
https://florencekelley.northwestern.edu/documents/fk 016432
85/ (last accessed 006/2021).

YIE1S8SNEE HAGK 6KAGS

crossing of the two maps allowed them to come to some

NEOGIyat Sa 3

preliminary conclusions: most of the girls who lived
there came from centrabastern states, very few were
girls born inChicago. Interestingly for this time, residents
were hesitating to include prostitution as a regulaoec
nomic occupation, but its inclusion in the map shows
that they were considering its economic impact, which
was still under any estimation.

The maps ath papers helped the residents understand
the peculiarities of the district. The chapters of thaps
andPaperSEF YAYS (GKS {68l iAy3a {&aisy
ghétibsiahd/calonigs? cNdiitiés, #tF andilagbdf Sovenient.
But the knowledge acquired by the reside in the diffe-
ent studies and campaigns through the years also oriented
practical reforms. For instance, Alice Hamilton conducted
a bacteriological study that connected the system of
plumbing with typhoid cases (Addams 1998, @®).
Residents protest druggists selling cocaine to minors,

they were also active in abolishing child labour ans- fo

(tefted 2hBlBroarizitioni of wdtk@rS MBleedY dng of #hdz
0 + ®+ drhodtisubcessful imitiafives of ilobse WS thel orgardz &

y2i

tion of the Working S2 LJt SQa {2O0Bmdt / f dzo ®
weekly and gave audience to speakers that represented
GSOSNE LRaaroftsS aKLRS 27

(V.V.A.A. 2013, 21%018). John Dewey, J.H. Tufts, Charles

a20Al

GFt 2 GA yZublinariddeher piokessgis af thelUdiibity afiSiachgb S G K I
were regular visitors therelhe club was the link between
the locals and the university.
bgNRI C2yid Aa NRARIKI @aKSy akKks

ning with social justice (2016, 15). The way in which

Y A BS NB A-Gasasech, for | NDAGIAS, Kelly, ang pther gesigents interacted with the

neighborhood speaks also for the paiiatory and

democratic goals that Shield uses as a criterion for a
pragmatic community of inquiry. The community of in

quiry is inclusive in the sense that the neighbors wh
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posed to become fully emposved social agents for culture and an earcise of our political imagination in

themselves at the end of the process. According to- Ca order to devise gynecocentric alternatives. The use of

men Verde, HulHouse applied a model of hospitality to GKS GSNY a328yS020SyiNRnOé NBTSNAE

immigrants that was ahead of the time (2013,-26).
HulFHouse offered spaces for gathering but alss r
sources to help imigrants to organize themselves and
to recreate their cultures in their new country. The Hull
| 2dzaS Y2RSt gl a
supposed to nurture citizenship by instantiating a dem
cratic and participatory form of life.

My thesis isthat the type of social research cen
ducted in the maps and papers should not be sidered
a relic of the past precisely because it still provides-us
ful tools for social intervention today. dieed, Holbrook,
whose gifted spatial imagination made podsibthe
design of the maps, was already aware of the limitations
due to 2dimensional representation. Imagine what we
could do if we could develop a technology that would be
able to add two further dimensionsvolume and timeg
and have access to even mazemplex and elaborated
datasets. Surely we would be able to obtain valuable
information about the degrees of vulnerability of our

cities and shape public policy accordingly.

3. Getting to Know What is Hidden by Androcentrism:
Charlotte Perkins Gilman antthe Political Imagination

HulkHouse provided a model for women (and men)
interested in reconsidering the relation between the
sexes and the traditional roles associated with mascu
linity and femininity. Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860
1935) was amonghe scholars and writers to receive the
influence of the residents. Gilman spent some time at
HulkHouse after becoming friends with Addams (Gilman,
1991: 174). In fact, it is possible to relate the feminist
utopian community imagined by Gilman iHerland
(1915) to the feminist and pragmatist community of
HulFHouse (Deegan, 1997).

In this section, the literary work of Gilman is being

examined as an expressive resource in which Gilman

by the sociologist Lester Ward (18411913). Ward
combined evolution theory with sociological insiglus
the era in hisPure Sociology1893)". In my reading,
most of what Gilman produced between 1892 and 1916

YSAGKSNI yI Omebngs/té Aldinglk phifsaphicdl prajattiir@spectivé of g | &

the literary genre she adopted (poetry, essay, short

fiction, novels, eté)z. Gilman was @rolific author and

had to survive to severe personal attacks. She was i

volved in a huge scandal when she divorced from her

first husband, Charles Stetson. The jourfaiaminer

LlJdzof AAKSR | 22daNY It A&l r-NSLR2 NI 2

FNE 22YSy aah, NOOB 442143D k be¥ame
quite clear for Gilman that in writing as a woman she
gl a LISNODSAGSR I a az2vy$sS2yS K2 RS
2F GKAy3aco

I SN FANRG akK2NI GresS eoFa I &NBS
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" Ward introduces the term in the chapter XIV of his sociological
treatise. The gynecocentric, the reverse of the androcentric
GKS2NE A& LINBaSyiGSR a adKS @OASg (K
and the male secondary in the organic scheme, thaiosily and
normally all things center, as it were, about the female, and that
the male, though not necessary in carrying out the scheme, was
developed under the operation of the principle of advantage to
secure organic progress through the crossing ofiss: The
theory further claims that the apparent male superiority in the
human race and in certain of the higher animals and birds is the
specialization in extraormal directions due to adventitious
causes which have nothing to do with the general schebus
which can be explained on biological and psychological principles;
that it only applies to certain characters, and to a relatively small
YydzYo SNJ 2F 3ISYSN} FyYyR TFlFYAf-ASade o2}
rowed the distinction from Ward but she shifted itseuto the
criticism of male domination in the cultural, economic and -poli
tical spheres of our society, particularlyThe ManrMade World;

or Our Androcentric Cultur@911). On the friendship between
Gilman and Ward, see Allen (2014) and Deegan (1997).

2 Gilman edited and published her works in the autorun journal
The Forerunnebetween 1909 and 1916 (Gilman, 1991: 305).
The seHedition would have been an important form to write
about feminist issues escaping censorship. Actually, we have
important exampes of other periodical publications edited by
women and oriented towards women here in Catalonia Hee
minal, whose director was Carme Karr (2020). | haveiglied

a former version of this section in Miras Boronat (2020b). The
analysis of the noffictional work by Gilman, which is nat-i
cluded in this paper, is to be published a as chapter in a volume
entited Women in Pragmatism: Past, Present, andufei
(Springer, 2022), edited by Michela Bella and myself.
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after she gave birth to her first child, Katherine, in 1885.
{KS ¢l a RAIFIy2aSR 6A0K
1991, 90). Several doctors visited her, but no physical
explanation was found to explainer condition. In the

first lines of the tale, the readers can identify the traces
2F DAfYlIyYyQa |yEASGE
decisions was rapidly usurped by others:

LT | LKeaAOAly 2F KAIK
husband, assures friends and agives that there

is really nothing the matter with one but tem
porary nervous depressioq a slight hysterical
tendencyq what is one to do?

My brother is also a physician, and also of high
standing, and he says the same thing.

So | take phosphate or phgisites ¢ whichever it

is, and tonics, and journeys, and air, and exer
OAa8Y FYR 'Y | o&azfdziSte
I am well again.

Personally, | disagree with their ideas.

Personally, | believe that congenial work, with
excitement and change, wouldodme good.
(Gilman 2019, 174.80)

la

Gilman was sent to see Dr. Silas Weir Mitchell, who had
written a very famous book entitledectures on Diseases
of the Nervous System, Especially in Woineb881. As
Mitchell received Gilman at his hospital in Philadép

he told Gilman scornfully that he had already had two

62YSYy a2F KSNIof22RézX YSPYA%&ngg

I I NN&X S
Iy R

OKSNJ I yR
GKe&aGISNRI €
R2YS&adGAO

KS OdzNB

cher women were not the only ones to be prescribed the
GNBad OdNBeY

prominent patients like Edith Wharton, Alice James or

Jane Addams. Louis W. Knight described the cure that

Addams receivie FNBY aAdOKStftY
was for to six weeks of seclusion, rest, full feedingsma
alk38s IyR St SOGNRO akz2014a¢
Addams left the hospital after three weeks as ske r
fused to undergo the complete therapy. But Gilman was
not that lucky: not only did the cure not help her raco

SNE AU S@Sy

¥ See also Traikill (2002).
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protagonist of the tale, who is clearly the alter ego of

G y S NGlirdadzais chafiddiit Ner fodn? ghe has@ddbledl y

prescription for each hour in the day. In the room there
is nothing she can use for writing or drawing. Visits from

friends are forbidden. She is not allowed to take care of

K S Nahedittld Baly AThedonlyihihg she:canSlo ikiddkNthroigh y

the window orstare at the yellow wallpaper. Weeks go

4 (ibly goidg tfie3same kthiignottiing SaQ dhe roiices that

something is wrong with the paper. There is a fainted
figure behind the pattern and the young protagonist
thinks that it is a woman that has been made prisoner

somehow and lives the wall.

Curiously, John, the husband, and Jennie, the nurse,
F 2aRebcaniAriR & \afteri 2 whife dhatNbe protagynisthid-ge

ting better. But the truth is that she is not sleeping that
much, she stays awake all nights only to check if the
woman behind the yellow wallpaper is movfﬁgShe is

in a state of continuous excitement that her environ
ment mistakingly takes for an improvement. She gets
obsessed with the paper and spends the day observing
AGY G¢KSNB |INB |t gl eandneB o
shades of yellow all over it. | cannot keep count of the,
GK2dAK L Kl@é iNASR O2y&aOh

a?ter she \dlscovers {nat h‘fy\ \xomen bghsnd

a A NJ

a . 2N

LINBOI of

aKz22ia

ASyiGaAz

SSOKSNI (G2g8® PAEXS R B E2(RME R2 ) B as

27T
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discovers the woman creeping up and down in the long
So& Rne ot t¥eSgardeBuhdLrY ey

Shaded [ane “of the garden, under the’trees and gets

more and more absorbed in the silent observation of the

{KS I ftaz2

054

changlng, sheudcln\le“]s3 rlioyli\(estg Ich)ok (l*r)1>r<1lg eyes and she

hears him asking Jennie a lot of professional questions

?d'llman BO%[Q lebg) T"f)\e tale ends dramaticalgpoiler

alert ¢ when the protagonist decide® lock herself in
the room and peel off all the paper to free the woman

from whom she thinks is living behind it. As John gets an
a¢KS |, Stt20

this respect.

The alteratbn of sleep routines could be a symptom of dvip
lar disorder but | could not find conclusive information about

2] f

HAMPE ™
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axe he faints as he sees the paper teared off and his wife
creeping on the floor. The protagonist is surprised of his
reactiof) Y ab2¢ K& aKz2dzZ R GKIF
he did, and right across my path by the wall, so that | had
2 ONBSLI 20SNJ KAY SOSNE
2NRAGAY3 Ga¢KS | Sttz2s
the therapy that Gilman prescribed to herself, ignoring the
one inposed by Weir Mitchell. The tale made quite an
AYLINBaaArAzy YR DAfYlFyQa o6St
was put into test. She first sent the text to Horace dcu
der, editor of The Atlantic MonthlyHe refused to publish
Al FyR 3 @S DAadoddngt forigivemisell y a
AT L YIRS 20KSNB Fa YAaSNY
(Gilman 1991, 119). She got the story published two years
later in The New England Magazin&hortly after the
publication of the tale, a protest against Gilman was sent
to the Transcriptwith the following lines:

The story can hardly, it would seem, give glea
ure to any reader, and to many whose lives have
been through the dearest ties by this dread-di
ease, it must bring the keenest pain. To others,
whose lives have become argggle against an
heredity of mental derangement, such literature
contains deadly peril. Should such stories lbe a
lowed to pass without severest censure? I{Gi
man, 1991, 120).
But the story was relevant and is now considered a
mastempiece of American Gotb Literature. In 1920,
William D. Howells included it in his antholoBlye Great
Modern American Storie¥he tale has been adapted for
television, theatre, animation and is being rediscovered
again and againThe Feminist Presteclared the tale to
bethSA NI a6t o S®i & KISt FMIOG A &
OdzNBé¢ ¢l a lolyR2ySR o6& (GKS
was the original goal of the tale: to reach Weir Mitchell
so that he would get to know the negative consequences
2F (KS aNBaid
could not find out for sure. Many years later she got to
1y26 2yS 2F arldOKSttQa
whom the doctor had changed his treatment of nervous

prostration since reading the tale. Upon hearing this,

% https://www.feministpress.org/booksi-z/the-yellow-wall-

paper(last accessed 07/07/2021).

Of 2

DAfYIY | RRR&RY GRIFOGIBKILW KI @S y2i
(Gilman 1991, 121).
Yiay KIS St TR¥Yy dERK LI d8NE Kl & 0S¢

first documents on pospartum depression, but also an

i A Y $vipdrtant step forward in demonstrating how gender
2 | f f LJ Hid$ iNJnentall haalthLds® dah teddétatastiophis e-2 F

ddzZt Gad C2NJ 9dz £t Ak t SNBT { SRS
what Gilman describes is one of many cases in which the
péhFviora of wdtnSr\thatiwodldSngticonforan tolVictorl dzii K 2 NJ
'y adGlyRFNRa ¢g2ddZ R 685 Ot &aaA¥FAs
152¢ 157). In this ontext, it is worth noting that Mith-

Ny LI2aSR ¢2YFyQa &adzZFFNI 3IS | yR

60 ddi & 62 YKSFDE O (RISS IYS3506 € 1FE S E LIN

32

ions about women of independent spirit in his novels by
presenting them either as repellent characters or as
women who became submissive to their husbands once
YFENNRSRéE O[STF126A0T |1 2NBgAGT

the names of prominent women who were prescribed

H N

the cure, it is apparent that all of them were writers,
artists and suffragists, some of them were lesbiansl

f AGSR Lidzof A Of & Ayin the. tailiy2 v
Gilman, she identified quite at the beginning that that

Y I NN
might had been part of the problem. John, who is the
KdzaolyR FTYR Ffaz2 R2002NEX
with my imaginative power and habif story making, a
nervous weakness like mine is sure to lead to all manner
of excited fancies, and that | ought to use my will and
322R aSyasS (2 OKSO1 GKS GSyRSyO
What | defend here is that Gilman delivered an inte

'esting,modgl usjg short fiAction' to criticize our androne

Yt YEd FREY 2ys dkird drsa
62 QNE (P NI AERR K2R 1 yr L
ARSI GKFG Fye RAGLXlI® DF 62YSyQ

logical. In doing this, the androcentric culture oppresse

O dzNBeétabe, GilEhi K SNJ K S

women thro”g% {'héq proHuction of ignorance about me

AYYSNI t2y3Ay3a +yR

SyQa
a i TFTNRASYyRaz | O02NRAY3

RSaANBa
Sai @

12

g, 2a02y YENNRFISEE s+a [y SELINBaaa
to name the cohabitation of women as if they were married.

That seem to have been a quite common and socially accepted

practice. Some of these marriages wenstrumental, some of

them were between women romantically involved (Eaklor 2008;

Simmons 2009).


https://www.feministpress.org/books-n-z/the-yellow-wall-paper
https://www.feministpress.org/books-n-z/the-yellow-wall-paper
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Dauder, 2017: 11). Gilman thus revealed how science,
which is claims to be neutral and objective, can be biased.
On a second front, Gilman not ondaved a lot of lives
with her short tale, but | also believe that she helped to
naturalize mental health issues. People dealing witmme
tal health must often fight against stigma. Gilman raised
her voice for millions of women who had to suffer silently
from infantilization or neglect, thereby valuing and giving

priority to their experiences and perspectives.

4. Anna Julia Cooper an@he Voice from the South
(1893)

Thecase of Anna Julia Cooper (18%864) is similar to
what Gilman reported about genderub she adds a-
other axis of oppression: what W.E.B. du Bois once called
GUGKS -ORYQdNDHAMT X
women of colour could be simply understood as the
addition of one problem to another. Rather, in this case,
one plus one isat equal to two, but to zero. Cooper is
held to be, together with Sojourner Truth, one of the
conceptual mothers of the concept of intersectionality
(Collins & Blige 2016; hooks 1981). One of the distinctive
features of intersections is that they are pantthey
have no extension. The paradox of intersections is this:
they represent the crossing point of two differeni-d
mensions, but precisely the point in which they cross
with each other has no physical extension hope the
visual metaphor is suggestiemough to characterize the
kind of ontological negation which is implied in some
LJ- N INJ LIKa 27
South(1893).

7 By using this metaphor, | do not pretend to alter the original
YSEyAay3a 2F GKS GSNYy
scribed by Patricia Hill CoBin
to particular forms of intersecting oppressions, for example,
intersections of race and gender, or of sexuality and nation.
Intersectional paradigms remind us that oppression cannot be
reduced to one fundamental typeand that oppressions work

intends to illustrate the ontological effects for the perspective of
pegple suffering multiple oppressions of implicit dynamics of
SEOf dzaAz2y

(1993), would not be properly represented by the metaphor of
intersections as noextensional points.

ou0d LG A

aAyiSaESOqNEY
ba F2ft26daY aLyiSNRGOAAGH! tkie NBFENE ¥

& Doup& Thé symitbiic xefbréetnéntof 3 NJ
oppressions, as studied by Davis (1983), hooks (2015) and Lorde

bgNALF {F NI ahiNI

Cooper is probably one of the less known Classical
pragmatists and, for this reason, it may be necessary to
give some facts that can attest to her impressive life and
career. She was born and raised in North Carolina. A
brilliant student, she attended Oberlin College before
moving to Washington, where she taught modern and
ancient languages, literature, mathemagjcand sciences
(Cooper 1998, 5). She was a renowned public speaker
and was active in many causes. Having become a widow
of the reverend Gorge Cooper at the age of 20 years, she
pursued a life devoted to scholarship and education. She
was awarded a PhD fmo the Sorbonne in 1925 at the
age of sixtysix with a doctoral thesis on slavery. And, as
a single mother, she raised seven foster children, five of

them the grandchildren of her brother, who were

3 29I g Rhe 1S ey T IS v 2 7

Cooper publishedA Voice from the Soutl{1892)
when she was 34 years old. According to Mary Ellen
Washington, we can speculate that professional and
economic uncertainty prevented Cooper from writing
(1988: xxxix). As we have seen, Cooper had to cope with
family responsiliities on her own. Other causes that
might have stood in the way of a proper reception are
also pointed out. She was active during a wave of-co
servativism in the black community. A good example of
this is when Frederick Douglass was asked by the histor
an M.A. Majors to propose some black women writers to
be included in a book he was preparing and Douglass

responded that he would know no book of importance

/ A 2/0ii NENE theY | A )}ertt%né%j black woman, despite the fact thatVoice

from the Southhad been published the samear. A-
other example cited by Washington is the foundation of

The American Negro Academy in 1897. The founders

MEB R gy Bois, Rlgxander Crumpnelly and Francis

0KS
[ AGSNI Gdz2NBx { OA SyignBeIshiph waR
NBEGNROGSR {2 davYSy 27

A Voice from the Soui1892) is composed of terse
says, whose main topic is the situation of black women

at the beginning of the progressive era. Even if Coop
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uses a direct laguage and her writing style is elegant, a
bit of context is needed to understand their phileso
phical and political relevance. The context refers to the
previous decades in which the suffragists and the iabol
tionists started to organize themselves andoperated
with each other. For Angela Davis, the cooperati@ b
6SSy 020K Ol dzasSa

and practical reasons. Conceptually, they noted the

gl a

resemblances between their situations:

The turbulent 1803 were years of intense resis
tanOS® bl & ¢ dz2NYySNRA
of the decade, unequivocally maunced that
Black men and women were profoundly dissati
fied with their lot as slaves and very determined,
Y2NB (KIFIy S@SNE G2
Around the same time, more prosperoushite
women began to fight for the right to education
and for access to careers outside their homes.
White women in the north¢ the middleclass
K2dzaSgATFS 1 a o6Stf qfiekS
quently invoked the metaphor of slavery as they
sought to articula¢ their respective oppressions.
(Davis 1983, 3R38)

White women in the north had been attracted to the anti
at I gSNE Y20SYSyid GKIFyla
novel! yOf S ¢ 2 Yi854). Thelr dwolfaent was

not limited to the reading of books analriting of letters,

a2

she attended antslavery conventions and tried to be

political influential. This was the case of Lucretia Mott, the

DNAY|{S AAZGSNE {FNIK FyR 1 yJeeniplogical imlicafions of the,implicit pxgusiomdy |

and Susan B. Anthony, who were also the promoters of
02y @Syilrzy 2y

States, that took place in Seneca Falls in 1852. According

the firs

to Davis, these women, with very little political experience
G22AyYSR (KS lo2ftAlGAz2yAald

GKSANI 61 LJi A &Y ThoBe agtitidNg howé m by 0O

er, revealed quite soon their own dynamics of exclusion.
Very few women were invited to artlavery conventions
and theywere expected to participate as listeners and
observers, rather than as speakers. Not a single Black
woman atterded the meeting in Seneca Falls, for example
(Davis, 1983: 62). Black women of the South had no place
in the suffragist and abolitionist movements. As bell hooks
noted, as white feminists used the analogy between
Gs2YSYyE YR

li dzA G 8

NBE@g2f Gz

NEaA&dd (X8 sy

Gottol¢ysamkss gk

62YSy¢ IyR aofl Ol YSyézr yS@GSNI i
perspectives of black women (2015, 22). Astéivery and

abolitionist organizations lead mainly by black men were

neither free of sexism

What had begun as a movement to free all black
people fom racist oppression became a meve
ment with its primary goal the estdibhment of

lilayk: ninkdziNdtriarény. ® B NAt SOrrigidySHatiadzl
movement so concerned with promoting the-i

terests of black men should fail to draw any a
tention to the dual impact ofsexist and racist

2 LJLJNBééAZ)f wX8 ¢KI ijc-ﬁ KS

il Rléﬁ;emst |§i ram; '%oRngs go& ga;g;}n

could not take precedence over male pain.
(hooks 2015, 1€r0)
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examining the historical processes that brought the

Saal @

United States to the progressive era, describes with

€ 2 dagctracyr and rheforical affidd Kow the place of women

of colour is precisely a Rglace

The colored woman of tday occupies, one ay
say, a unique position in this country. In a period
of itself transitional and unsettled, her status

e of the least ki‘ i)dafga A
P ﬁnﬁff%rce@whlch r%est e@al#;%? izatl heSs
confronted by both a woman question and aeac

problem, and is as yet an unknown or an-un
acknowledged factor in both. (Cooper 1998, 112)

In my reading of Cooper, this short paragraph contains

G2y

namics within activism. It is striking that evavhen

62YSy Q& grwsaa%[?rganiae?/to fi@l}& %ppre:ss)if)a %n% ﬁordinate

with other groups, they can produce blind spots tie

selves. This shows two important things. First, thpt o

v 2 PEYO8 7 & relquigng) PhenprieaqQy 2pdinat L {pRSE%E A o s R

on. a %vgnua&;d conjunctural paw balancé. Second,
FYR GKA& A& AyaLISsS Dutsidér !

(1993), activist groups should incorporate a practice of

dzR NB

collective selreflection about their internal dynamics to
avoid succumbing to unelaborated horizontal hostilities
from within.

In her writings, Anna Julia Cooper demonstrates her

adhesion to the main issues of the progressive agenda:
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universal education, political agency, economic growth, danger beause of continuing oppression on the basis of

especially for womells SGO® Ly @2 2 Yl y Ké&ce, Bevider! class, ahility, sexuality, or ethnicity.

Element in the Regeneration of a Race 6 My y ¢ 0 £ ¢ S THishoyitéion would find important similarity to the

an original mixture of Christian and progressive motives, 02y OSLJi 2F af F G SN}t LINB-INB&&é¢
F2NJ / 22LISNDA y20A2y 2T LINE INBBGAE ALY MyyRISAE NI 08 S2 it T 1 KBRI Y
spiritual regeneration of the nation. For Cooper, the radicalization of pragmatism. For Hamington, the raddica

emancipation from slavery had been a step forward, but AT FdA2Yy 2F LN} 3IYFGAEAY Mg&d GKS NB
remainedtheqba A2y 2F (GKS d&a¢2 Yl vy Er2epaitarianFappiiokcd toNsbcialSssues, one that was

(1998, 62). And this requires acknowledging that black 1 SSyteé {dzy SR G2 GKS AYLI OG 27F

women have still to be situated in the collective effort (2009, 43). The concepf ¢ateral progress, is proposed
towards social progress: AY ' RRIFYaQa Saare a! a2RSNy [StH
hyte GKS .[!/Y 2ha!b Oy &TFhé maa @h $sists bpprRconsent, who moves
where | enter, in the quiet, undisputedgtiity of with the people, is bound to consult the feasible
my womanhood, without violence and without right as well as the absolute right. He is often
suing or special patronage, then there the whole 20t A3SR G2 FOGFAystppyte aN®» [ )
Negro race enters with melt is not evident than aA0f S3é | ysi the SickeSing sdade @S o
that as individual workers for this race we must compromising with his best convictions. He has
address ourselves with no hditarted zeal to to move along with those whom he rules toward
this feaure of our mission. The need is felt and a goal that neither he nor they see very clearly
must be recognized by all. (Cooper 1998, 63). till they cometo it. He has to discover what pe
perd t & glydz FyR (r€l§y & LINE JAR
This fragment is considered one of the first written-do in which the growing moral force of their lives

aKktt Ft2o0é 2KIG GKS R2Sa I (
not the result of his individual stiivg, as a sé

as a method of analysis and as a method of givingnfor tary mountain climber beyond the sight of the

valley multitude, lit it is underpinned and p+

held by sentnents and aspirations of many fot

different axes of oppression is vivid. The potential appl ers. Progress has been slower perpendicularly,

but incomparably greater because lateral. (¢uo

ed in Hamington 2009, 44)

FYR Ay GKS YI1Ay3aéd L ¢g2df R tA1S (2 NBFSNI 2 &a2YSiKAy3
C2dzNJ LR AYyG& OKENI OGSNROGS ! RRIE Y&
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social progress is preferred to individual progress-Se

cuments on intersectionality. The term intersectaity
to the experiences of those who are caught between
cations of it are infinite and current scholarship is vibrant

that Cooper introduces judtefore this pargraph and it
is the suggestion that we should take the position of

women, more particularly, of Black women as indicators

of progress. Cooper adopts and extends the criterion ond, Addams would have assumed that the cireum

suggested by the historian Thomas Babbington Maca stances draw the line between the haves and hawés,

feQAT (OMIGDAGK LI2a&AOE S G2 &2 WkPpgously fixerd maral sayis. Thig fepnnegtion 4 ¢ &

scale of civilization from the way they treat their me of what human beings have in common can lead to

byé 6/ 22LISNI My s ppood LT . PR undestprdings, Rowth, the scoaetion of o ¢

. . - different institutions is the force that leads to wed
nerable people in society, they were the true indicators

of social progress. If we want to agémplexity to our spread improvementl think Hamington is right in re
gaining lateral progress as a kegncept of radical
LN} 3YFGAEaG &a20AFf LIKAf282LK8d L

YAZGQ (2 GKS SELINBaamatgtd wlk RAOI

social analysis, a proper cont@arary reinterpretation
of this criterion is that the scale of civilization of one

nation is to be measured by the level of wellbeing of the

most vulnerable among usyhose lives might be put in social philosophy, i.e. a social philosophy which takes the

perspective of the oppressed and puts social vulbéra

9. A A 4 oA A L. ty asits core concept in the centre is, in my opinion, the
{88 (KS SXKSING ORUADOS (AR ¢(IBH) 2 2YSYE oMy dn

in Cooper (1998).
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most promising way in which real social growth is aglle articulate: the ontological negation that results from the
tively praduced. implicit dynamics of exclusion within emancipatory

groups. Using AR YaQa FyR [/ 22LINDRa ONX
5. Concluding Remarks: The Epistemology of the- Op upon vulnerability and lateral progress would confer a

Foreé.ssfigla:hﬁolrs{gg;\;al Feminist and Pragmatisprach radical feminist and pragmatist approach to social-ph
losophy not only a descriptive method of analysis, but

The contributions presented here to a radical feminist also its necessary normative dimension.

and pragmatist approach to social philosophy do not yet

form yet a comprehensive form of knowledge. There are References
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Abgract: Over the last decades, different approaches
linked to decolonial tradition have shifted the pendulum
of critique from claims of universality towards individual
accounts and experiences. However, in what we can call
Gyl NNI GA @GS
perspectives are not always evident. In this paper, |
explore the boundaries of epistemic relevance regarding
the role that subjective accounts and experiences play in
the critique of injustice. For that, | start by inverting the
guestion of objectivity in the critique considering the
particularity of different experiences. The issue, in this
case, is the position from where philosophers speak in
their attempts to describe experiences of suffering. With
regards to firstperson stadpoint, the question that is at
stake is whether philosophers are capable of describing
20KSNEQ SELISNASYyOSad Ly
experiences of injustice after all? Next, | argue that there
ought to be, in the debate, a distinction between two
dimensions of justice. According to usual distinctions of
G F Aaddisecon®2 NRSNE | LILINR I OKoS & =
retical claims related to the narrative turn refer teed
mands of firstorder justice: it is about moral recagion

2F AYRA GA ddhifsi @penifid 54 theipdsdibi

ity to confront defective notions of universality and blind
spots in theories of justice. However, these claims do not
have justification criteria themselves, requiring, thus,
normative dependencies which are external taperi-
ences ¢ these are situated in secormrder justice. |
argue, then, that this model has the advantage of nco
porating the insights of decolonial theories without
neglecting the potential for the critique of injustice.

Keywords: affects; narratives; jgistemic injustice; suffe
ing; decoloniality
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affects a person most if the ugly nature of
suffering itself, not the quality of the fu
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When it comes to the diffemt approaches associated to
the liberal tradition, it is possible to see that they share
an attempt to find criteria of justice that would not

obstruct the plurality of world perspectives, but rather

{ dzNdAtios fofl fiks®ersyre NI

make it possible to reconcile them. In view of thente
sions amid particular preferences, liberal theorists chose
to abstain from criticizing them, arguing that it would
not be their role to determine the contents of individual
preferences. A behavior explained by a geHservation
logic: if critique were oented by moral imperatives
related to notions such as authenticity or a good life, it
would enq up putting at risk a supposed objectivity and
im;)oaﬁrglif; ::Iz;med by liberal justice criteridolitical
theories turned their attention to the universality of
demands of justice, shaping, one way or another, criteria
that transcend the partiality and contingency of pantic

f N 62NIR
G2NE 51 AR

veil of ignorance are theoreticaolutions that try to
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i K Sprevent theories from any particularity which would<do N3

to speak, hinder finding impartial criteria for justice. By

drawing a line between public reason and private
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lsphere, subjective experiences as skfcription and

singular narrives must be restricted to this last one,
not being a matter of justice anymore.

More recently, however, feminist and decolonial
theories have moved their attention to the role of pa
ticular narratives in the social critique. Calling into sue
tion the stiict separation between public and private, we
find a renewal role that singular accounts and narratives
could have in the elaboration of a theory of justice. Due
to their particularity, experiences would be heterogen

ous pieces which cannot fit into a hogeneous puzzle

which is subjacent to this ideal of universalizatiphas

gefrb attacked as restrict or exclusionary: instead of a

A Folurility PR Evidws, it KssumasiratheraFhegerfotic
know, sir, you know¥i @ 2dz R2y Qi
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like to discuss in this paper is: what is exactly thesepi

temic relevance of subjective accounts and experiences

in the critique of justice? Before addresgi this que-
tion, however, | would like to invert the problem of

objectivity in the critique given the particularity of

experiences. The issue, in this case, would be: which is
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the place from where the philosopher speaks in their
intention to describe suffering experiences from other
individuals? Here we move into an epistemic realm,
that is, to what extent can we talk about experiences
that are not our own? In other words, to what extent
can we share subjective experiencey | Y St &
person stangoA y & dr, in a closer sense than | am
discussing, can we move from a figrson to a third
person perspective as in social critique? If we always
speak in first person and if there is any cognitive or
epigemic limit of experiences, from where woultie
capacity of criticizing desires and choices of experien
es that are not our own come from? How can we share

experiences of injustice after all?

Where do we speak from? Sharing experiences of sju
tice

Firstly, in order to address this issue, it cobtluseful to
remember the distinction Peter Strawson (2008) pro
posed between resentment and moral indignation:
whereas resentment is taken as a reaction to an offense
or indifference directed to oneself, moral indignation is
an unpersonal and uninterestieattitude. Unlike resent
YSy iz AYRAIYLIGAZY
fjdz t AGe 2F 20KSNRAQ gAfw-az
son, 2008, p. 256). Strawson, then, distinguishes perso
al reactive attitudes from what he callsicarious
attitudes th2 &S 2 F Llzi G Ay 3
shoes, although the offense is not directed to yourself. In
other words, you can be dominated by a feeling of gadi
nation in face of an experience of injustice, regardless of
the fact it is directed to you. In higords:

What we have here is, as it were, resentment on
OSKFIETFT 2F Iy20KSNE ¢KSNB
dignity are not involved; and it is this impersonal

or vicarious character of the attitude, added to

its others, which entitle it to the qualification
WENI EQ O0{GNIgA2YS HnnyX

It is not clear, however, which criteria make it possible to
entitle a vicarious (or indirect) attitude as beingpral.

Although Strawson contributes to distinguish between,
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on the one hand, resentment as a direct reactivéi-a

tude and, on the other hand, indignation as a feeling of
whom observes and perceives an experience of injustice,
this should not lead us to assume that every feeling of

indignation is morally legitimateer se | can feel indj-

-6 & S OmayoR for an attitude diected to someone close to me

or with whom | have some emotional tie, without this

feeling laying down the moral justification of the action.

Additionally, in these cases, affects are majorly ambiv

lent: taking sides may be highly madted by emotional

ties, which, in turn, can act on the impartiality of a moral

judgement. Such difficulty can be partly explained by the

FIOG GKFEG {GN}gazyQa FNHdzySyid K
to bring the role of affects into the analytical debate
more specifically regardg the problem of moral dete
YAYAAY KS NBO23yAil Sazx
aSydAaySyida Kra FrLttSy 2dzi 2F 7
p.268). Despite the oddness of this disuse, | would like to

ol a

detain myself on the issue concerning the fipsron
perspective. What is exactly the difference between the
experiences | feel in first person and the ones | feel in
second person? More preciselg:experience a condition

for the critique of injustice?
49 4580 2 SV AN 1OBHT H5PUeo § O™ s

mill, near Recife, in a wealthy white family of the rural

aristocracy of the Brazilian state of Pernambuco, Nabuco

82 dzNE S fte#ls hiﬁ g:}'lild%o%dwgrgo}r}eg Iivi%qtinéa@ig%r mill. One of

the most remarkable resllections of this period is the

rupture from when slavery stops being something flami
iar, felt through an acritical emotional tie, and starts to
be questioned:

| was sitting one afternoon on the landingteu
side the house, when | see rushing up to me an
unknown young black man, about eighteen years
old, who threw himself at my feet begging me,
for the love of God, to have him bought by my
godmother to serve me. He came from the
neighborhoods, looking for a new master, be
cause his, he told me, punishedh and he had
fled, risking his lifeThis was the unexpected
trait that made me discover the nature of the-i
stitution with which | coexisted familiarly so far,
without suspecting tk pain it concealed.
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Nothing shows better than slavery itself the
poweNJ 2F (GKS TFANERIDG
Thus, | fought slavery with all my strengtke- r
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2012, p. 190)
¢CKS SLIAAGSYAO A&aadzsS 2F bl

which is clearly not the same as the expade of the
slave who encounters him, is a stauint shift from first

to second person. What is the difference between both
experiences? What allows Nabuco sharing this narrative
as injustice?

A first answer to this question is what we can eplb-
temic pivilege of experiengeas it has been the tendency
in most of the recent literature associated to the narrative
turn. Nabuco, obviously, does not (and he cannot) feel the
same experience of the slave. His critical and reactive
position is crossed by theeéling originated by a moral
FSttAy3a 61 OAOFINAR2dza 2y Ss
facing the young black man in the condition of slavg-be
ging to be bought, Nabuco says he feglsnd, in a way,
sharesg the pain that afflicted that manFeeling in this
case, did not mean experiencing in first person (as in the
concept oflived experience)but realizing that is, being
able to share, in second person, experiences which can
intersubjectively be perceived as unfair.

Nevertheless, the epistemic issueve see in thisar-
rative are not only inherent to lived experiences as a
condition for the critique of injustice what we can call
epistemic privilege of experiencas it has been the
tendency in the recent literature associated to the raarr
tive turn. Indeed, the privileged position of Nabuco, from
which he narrates his perception of the injustice intrinsic
to the condition of slavery, not only reveals his narrative
as an example of the problem from a seceuetson
perspective, but makes his accounteehntas an a&-
count Even though the role of black intellectuals, such
as Luiz Gama, or of important characters in the Maroon
resistance, such as Tereza de Benguela, was relevant to
iKS lFtoz2ftAlA2yrald Y20SYSyilx
heard and which rasts time. From the perspective of
epistemic injustice, the issue of injustice does not only

refer to the reflexive capacity of injustice. Beyond the

secondperson standpomt (that is, the perception from

Q Ao NI U A g%meone who Hoes not SU]?GI’ tF'Ie e%perlence O?([lpfs
O 2 ydisedly) 2vdzit y6 Sidfair diére is the: factiztin the first

person standpoint does not gain social or politicakrel

rarely hear firstperson accountsfrom slaves. The fact
that the accountby Mahor YI K DI NR 2
former slave who ran away to the United States, had
been the only autobiographgf enslaved people in Brazil
corroborates the discrepancy of how these storiesteirc
late and of the epistemic relevance they historically
assumed in th perception of injustice The narrative of
lived experience in firgpberson acquires different
weights in the scope of injustice when it is socially set
beforehand which of them matter§.he absence of first

person accounts and, especially, its effacememe

| &problgms ¢f judide\Whieeas Qaine && Hedrd) oltields A& 0 Y

silenced; some are remembered; others, forgotten.
When Frantz Fanon wrotBlack skin, white masks
he alerts us to what is behind the claims of epistemic
universalityq closely related, in thisase, to the colonial
discourse. There, Fanon articulates an intrinsic ceane
tion between his experience as a psychiatrist and his
practice in a context of cultural dissonance that takes

place in Argelia under the French colonial domination.

! In Epistemic Injustiea pioneer work on this discussion,-M
randa Fricker (2008) calls this probleestimonid injusticeq
when accountsare not heard in their epistemic potential. This
concept differs from what Fricker callermeneutic injustice
unlike testimonial injustice, which refers to the prejudice in light
of the content of theaccountand depending orthe author of

the narrative, hermeneutic injusticembraces relations of in
justice rooted in social practices which restrain individuals to
perceive them as unfair.

2 Certainly, the importance given to firperson accounts only
refers to the epistemidimension of injustice, but it is not enough
to overcome political dimensions of injustice. It suffices to recall
that Frederick Douglass, who would become one of the main
characters of the abolitionist movement in the United States, left
his memories inhree autobiographieg the first one,The Nara-

tive of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Written
by Himself¢ which would become a beselling success. The
moral meaning of epistemic acknowledgment does not replace
the meaning of the soal and legal dimensions that constitute the X% S
normative horizon of the vocabulary of justice. It is also for this
reason that | dissent from the reflections about justice which
reduce it to the epistemic dimension of lived experience, which |
interpret as oe of the preconditions so that the vocabulary
available for thedisputesabout justice can be put in a more
symmetric and, consequently, fairary.

0 da@ac@ it is not merely a circumstantial detail that weii A OS
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Under the perpective of psychiatric practice, claims of
universality become even more latent since they assume
a totalizing model of the subject category and its gym
toms. This kind of resistance unfolds questions like: who
can speak on behalf of the universal? Whigfiversa-
ism? For whom? In sum, which voices have universal
value, whereas others only have particular value?

These were issues that, one way or another, mobi
lized different sides of the decolonial thought. Fanon
F NBdzSa GKIFGd 06SKAYR thekelate ¢S
disputes between narratives that exclude perspectives
which are prevented from being recognized in their
epistemic claim. When bringing light into this issue, what

is valid and consolidated as the center of the canonic

Filipe Campello

Then, the particular becomes refractory to its encapsula
tion in categories which is strange to it. It is the umive
sal, not the particular, which is alienated from itself,
being reduced to a sefeferential and, therefore, x-

Of dzZRAYy3I NBlazyoe Chryz2yQa O02yO0f dz
ofFO1 A& y2G || NlIyé 6Cly2ys
The same is valid for language: while asking himself
Fo2dzi GKS O2yaiaNHOGAz2Yy 2F GKS
ONAYy3Ia G(KS SElpsitfy $IRF 40K dzy©22-

pdddtidn bf thé ablyhialdeBdudye: brce being a simplified

version of French langga, the speaker opetit-y § 3 NB

HAn
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selfsubdues himself due to the colonialist discourse, so
GKFG al yeew$ SBgiEmuing the black pe
42y 6AGK SEGNBYSte&e G(2EAO &GN} y3:

speech contrasts with whaE | y 2y  OI f f de- & (i K &8).fThisthie#hs, firdf Ad foremost, that coloniabjsc

NASYyOS 2F (GKS ot Ol YI y€=z
ters of his book. Narrating in first person, he describes
the experience of not recognizing himself in thepsu
posed universality of knowledge in the French colonizer
in Argela: a kind of racial and colonial scope whicb-pr
vokes a vertiginous strangeness type ofepistemol@-
ical deidentification.Cl y 2y Qa
narrative brings an epistemic force into a struggle for the
acknowledgement of a subjectivifgrbidden to the uni
versal category. Since it is directed to the theory, the
critique is neither particular nor wants to affirm its pe
aLsSoiAvsS I a
lived experiencas not included in that colonizer s
course hat, as such, wants to be worth as universal. He
A& AFeAy3aY aL R2 yz2i
2KFG 6S aSS KSNB Aa
mostly connected to itslesiresq an issue that Fanon
elaborates from his professional experienceagssycha-
iNAalGod a2KFEG R2Sa GKS YIly
Yy § I Yidiasks, transferring the emphasis of the
dzy A OSNE It AGe 2F GKS avlye
does not recognize itself in this universal category. The
of I 01 YI yQs&tioriedbas A Wiltive spherdjthas
R2Sa yz2i4 FAd Ay {(GKS
Gdzy A GSNEI £ ¢

black mang Fanon argueg is the French white man.
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is the fact that colonial and racialized ways of life are
specific ways of suffering, which, as such, must be faced
under reactive models of political action.

An analogous sense of languageasgeness is ma
rated by Kwame Appiah in his work entitléa my -
KS OlFffa aiGKS Ay
Appiah mentions the subterfuges of semantic violence in
the speech of Alexander Cummel, an American Episcopal
priest who defended hat due to the colonization, et

ALIAGS atl OSNEZ GKS GRAGAYS LINRY
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euphony, its conceptual resources, and its capacity to

SELINB&aa G(GKS wWadaJSNYIlt (NbziKaQ

NB O2 3y A998 p.Y1®):The epistemic violence that Appiatc-EE ¢ @

i KS Olcounts is a result of an excluding sense of universal®hat

can only deal with difference by eliminating it. In this

scope between universal and particular, the issee r

¢mains being which speeches are takenumiversal and) |

mostly, who can speak on behalf of universal.
g KAOK
Now, over a century later, more than half of the

population of black Africa lives in countries
where English is an official language, and the
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ic or uguese (Appi
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Whose reasonBetween particular and universal
2 KSy O2yFTNRyldAy3d (KS
decolonial critiques pavedhe way for a shift in the
pedulum, moving it from universal to particular and
confronting what was taken as defective notions of
universal reason. However, whereas these critiques
were originally directed to an epistemic widening and
inclusion of discourseinitially excluded of this universal,
they started to play a role of selalidation, in which it
was no longer clear to what extent their claims could go
beyond their particular dimension. The result was that,
from the centrality of the struggle for regnition of
different narratives, these approaches changed their
focus from what would be an epistemic critique to a kind
of normative seHvalidation based on experience. First
person narratives which could have a potential for cr
tique started to be selfeferenced, that is, instead of
affecting and contributing to theoretical claims mea
sessment, they remained mattering as particulas- a
counts.

The epistemic relevance of the widen potential of
the narratives rests precisely when it is able to transcend
the particular character of firgbersonaccountsin other
words, the problem of lack of epistemic acknowledg
ment occurs when, even thoughccountswere heard,
they were not taken in their potential of epistemicrco
tribution to overcome the status of a memprivate story.

In Plantation memoriesGrada Kilomba complains about

being criticized for her excess of emotivism and about

being discredited. The categorization of her analysis as

full of sentimentalism, little objective or little scientific
6Ge2dy SIS G0 YSIyd G2

GaSyRf Sada O2y(iNRft
black subjectind the desire to govern and rule how we
I LILINE | OK

silence herc (i K &

As a scholar, for instance, | am commdnld that

my work on everyday racism is very interesting,
but not really scientific, a remark that illustrates
the colonial order in which Black scholars reside:
a, 2dz
personak & @ Sedtionak, & @ SspeRifid & ! NB
these objective¥ I O a K¢ { dzOK
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like a mask, that silences our voices as soon as we
speak. They allow the white subject to place our
discourses back at the margins, as deviating

4 dzLJLJ2 & S Rnowieddd | véhil yheisdischuisesyrémalg atyhé ¢ =

centre, & the norm. When they speak it is stie
tific, when we speak it is unscientific;

universal / subjective;"

objective / subjective;"

rational / emotional;"

impartial / partial;”

they have facts, we have opinions"

they have knowledge, we have experiences

These are not simple semantic categorizations;
they possess a dimension of power that mai
tains hierarchical positions and upholdghite
supremacy. We are not dealing here with a

LIS OSTdzxt O2SEAAGSYRS 2F 62NR3
rida (1981: 41) emphasizes, buther a violent
KASNI NODKeé G(GKFi R3WompaSa oK2 OF y
201Q p. 5K52).
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edgedas merely a particular one, but rather be uméde
stood in its potential of objectivity which precisely
transcend he subjectively meaning of their singular
experiencesWhen she reclaims the acknowledgment of
people and identity groups whose speeches are syste
atically made invisible, this is not restricted to the sphere
of particular experiences, but it ultimately eempasses
a matter of justice: the epistemic reasons for exclusion
or invisibilization of these discourses are unfair. This type
of revindications refer, therefore, not only to a claim of
particularity (characteristic of plural ways of life), but to
a universalismthat embraces justice demands. They
bring, in sum, the moral potential of the struggle for the
equality of epistemic recognition.
DN} Rl YAf2Y0l Qa NBOBAYRAOLFGAZY
speeches acknowlgdged as more Ehan their own exper
vé&n1 X118 &Ar an1 &a

ences,i. e., whose claims of validity transcend mere
GKS
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FYR Ayl SRIINGSIH). NS I f A Also in this sense of the relation between narrative and power,

I KAYLl Y yRIt is sgnpdsaildes thtalk cabout the single
story without talking about power. There is a word, an Igbo

word, that | think about whenever | think about the power

structures of the world, and it is "nkali." It's a noun that loosely
translates to "to be greater than another.” kilour economic

angl @)gtigﬂéworlds, stories too are defined by the principle of
nkali. How they are told, who tells them, when they're told,
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particularity. The scope of epistemic validatignvhat
makes some speeches worth as particular, others as
universal; some as central, other as periphegais in
itself a problem of justice. Nevertheless, the thedcat
outreach of these narratives must precisely be able to
overcome its relevance as restrictive to their particular
character: if they do not bring the epistemic claim of
transcending particularity, firgberson accounts will
continue to be just accounts

The normative potential of accounts centered on
identity is not immune to these same ambiguities. On the
example mentioned by Appiah, he argues that what
makes Alexander Crummel feel entitled to make anmasse
tion about the semantic superiority of the Histp lan-
guage is his condition of Afldmerican. He does not
speakg so he believeg from the perspective of a white
colonizer, but as a black m&ran identity scope that, for
Appiah, can also bring distortions in his claims of speech
legitimacy. This sane option for an analysis focused on
subjective experience but which intends to be, at the
same time, shared in terms of identityleads Fanon to
reduce, at times, the complexity of a culture to an almost
archetypic construction of the posblonial man When
Fanon claims for an identity position in his speech, is he
speaking on behalf of all black subjects? Black men born in
Martinique can speak on behalf of black female students
in Pari§? What is shared and what is not between dark
skinned black peoplfrom the suburbs of Paris of Seaeg
lese ascendance who have just immigrated, and -ight
skinned black people of diasporic origin in Rio de Janeiro?
Ly adzyy gK2 OFly &LSIF] 2VY

The question proposed by Fanon in the beginning of
his book ¢ what does the black man want? is, then,
delimited by a kind of constitution of desire that neither
FAGa GKS aLISSOK GoKIFd R2Sa&
up meaning what does the white man want), nor ngce
sarily delimits a valid constitution for lablack men.
lfiK2dAK Cly2yQa alLISSOK Aa

the lived experiencef the black man, it brings theop

“Thisisaconcst 6 KAOK Aa LINBaSyd Ay crPEPES Y LERLIPIPIIRY gust take the form

Filipe Campello

tential of rupture and tensioning; it cannot be dissdeia
ed fromhis experienceg which can assume shared traits
with other livedexperiences;, but cannot easily tras:
cend the pendulum between particular experience and
universal category. In other words, any speech with
claims of shared identities can reveal itself paradoxical.
Furthermore, the potential of experiences in the
consttution of individuals not only means a static sthn
point, but also a critical position on this place from
where one speaks. It is precisely this critical awareness
as a learning horizon that makes possible living other
experiences. More than that, experiees unclose a
multitude of possibilities: as subjects, we are not only
located in the threshold of lived experiences; we are at
the outset of what we can still live: experiences that can
still be lived, other desires that can still be desired.
Thereforem2 @Ay 3 GKS ONRGAIlidzSQa

versality to singular experiences does not easily solve the

LISy

problems initially faced by the narrative turn. Thente
sion between universal and particular as the horizon of
constitution of the subject from a logic focuben d-
fects as a property persists in a paradoxical manner:
particular takes the place of universal, relying in the
ddzo 25006 Qa SELISNASYOS gKI G O2dxA R
horizon of the social vocabulary that precedes it.

| 26 SPSNE Cl y2y Gdan MBGHANS OG A 2y
contribution by questioning the colonization of the
speech supposedly based on a universal rationality,
whose claim of universality validates itself only egelu

ing. Even though the epistemic contribution of the lived

0 S Kekperience doeslirtSautdatichlly Eohoéd dhie émidral

criteria that transcend its phenomenological iam
nence, it can pressure flawed notions of injustice. In
GKSasS OFrasSaz FANRG LISN&2yQa
caEss they lrevealsthay theK suppdsed Kinpérgonafity &t &

universal reasotrs, in fact, equally concrete and paric
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lar, with the difference that it imposes itself more aoe
Kively adn hhB dtherl ISNE 2y S aLISF{Ay3 FTNRY

Neither every translation of different narratives

means speaking on behalf of the other as a denial of
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of replacement. Representations can mean, as Spivak
proposed in relation to its meaning in the Germamo v
cabulary, not only the replacement of anotheve-
tretung), but an exhibition, presentatiorD@arstellung ¢

the other who speakdor herself, mitigating ways of
epistemic violencg The dialog between the Shaman
Yanomami Davi Kopenawa and the French anthmpol
gist Bruce Albert, whose intense conversations resulted
in the monumental workThe Falling Skys an example

of these tranation efforts in which the theoretical
disposition goes fronspeaking on the behalf o listen-

ing to the other Without denying the risk of a reductie

ist confrontation of perspectives, inherent to language
itself, Albert spent four decades interactingith Davi
Kopenawa, in a position of a mediator who creates a
bond of mutual trust. Only after this commitment, it
became possible to respond to new conceptual tools and
2 @62NIR
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use an expression by Viveirde Castro) based on rad
cally different ontologies. An encounter that somehow
echoes the potential mode of translation assumed by
the shamanic entity itseifba L € A1 S G2
2 gKAGSa: a2
wa uses inhis statement have their own forcexplan-

ing and knowing bring an unsettling and conscious

® éThey must observe how the pretense of the world in epr
sentation ¢ its scene of writing, itDarstellungg dissimulates
iKS OK2A0S IyR G(KS ySSR 27
agents of power, Vertretung In my opinion, the practice must
be attentive to the double sense of the term representation,
instead of trying to reinsert the individual subject through
G201t AT SNJ O2yO0SLiia 27F
® éin anthropology, the image of the aman is known as a
diplomat or a cosmic translator; the one who travels around
different worlds and deals with subjects who are different, but
equally human. To go back and tell what he saw, the saman
cannot confuse the perspectives, otherwise he runs risk of

L26SN) FyR RSaANBE

pretension of truth, which, for that matter, arrogates an
epistemic superiority. Kopenawa has the consciousness
of whom he is talking to, the sentence is less genat
and more ironic. The tone is disconcerting, provocative.
And Kopenawa knows that.

1 O02dzyia &dzOK a YAt2Yol Qaz C
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struggle for epistemic recognition, not only as repr
sentativity cby making themselves seen and hearbdut
608 NB@SIftAy3 K2g (GKS gl & GKS

epistemic categories is constituted excludes other inavis

a dz

bilized accounts in this process. Its pressure is &nd
YSyidrtte aYSGOl ONR éradedsputi Ay OS G K
ing the content of the critiqugoer se but the acknowd

edgement that their critical potential should be equally

heard. When these claims pressure the canon, they do

not do it only from a condition of particularity a lived

6 2 Néxpenegcblin Bdiculag ¢F butlfiSnNE praSeddick B@fa ¢ = (2
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YAT S YeasStFT Ay &2dzNJ dzyADBSNEI f ¢ =

neither reduced to their particularity nor they impose

S E LIt thampselvéskas air@w uhilekssll;Instead, tpegss the-
(i KThelverhs Képén Y I & rie§ tywdsécorrection and widening. As Spivak says:

LG Aa y2G o2dzi I RSAONRLIIAZ2Y
GSNB¢ 2NJ Fo2dzi LINAG®Ef SIAYI (K
ry as imperialism as the best version of the story.

It is, on the contrary, to offer an acant of how

an explanation and a narrative of reality were-e

tablished as normative (Spivak, 1988, p. 48).
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Epistemic recognition and moral justification: Disti
guishing first and seconeorder injustice
O{LAGI 1T MbpyysS LI® nolO®

If, on the one hand, the inclusion of these persjezs
enables to create a theoretical vocabulary which lis a

ready disposed in the demands for justice in an emm

6SAy3 OFLIXidNBR o0& 20KSNEQ LRAY led \f/ay,‘ziﬁeﬁ F{@tificgt%ﬁ érii’e?iaf‘d’é;%ﬁd, Bn theBNYA Y I Ayl

somebody else. In the theory of shamanic translation, a same
referent, object or word can mean another thing entirely,-de
pending on the perspective. There is not an Adamic, absolut
language, responsible for equaling the differences between
g2NI R | yR
sky through the differengeSuplemento Pernambuco, p. 12. n.
162, August 2019).

" Turner & Kopenawa, 1991, p. 8. @A
to Terence Turner, a representative of the American Antbrop
t23A0Ff 13a20AF A2y Q&
vestigate the situation of the Yanomami tribe in Brazil. Quoted
in The Falling Skyp. 63.
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hand, on a constant tension between particular exper

ences and social norms. None them brings justifia-

Orl ctérla & 5ri%ri, but express a majorly negative func

tion of criticism and correction, putting in question the

éAd)éLJLJQé Y2NXYI GAGS ySdziiNl f AGe 2

SR
QRYG] IS E2 +TANMSE Bk sMRPMy IR ¥ A o8






